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PREFACE. 


Kncoukagki) by tlu* kindly notices of my book 
(“Footprints of the Lion/' for which I am thankful 

to the Reviewers in the 7Vmt\s\ Pco/>lt\ and many othe*'', 
I am induced, as a literary microbi' jif.^sessed with a 
certain rncoi'/liiS strilnudi, to introduce myself again to tie* 
jniblicxand siu for a whiff, however infinitesimal, of the 
atiro jioptilaris. 

Jfif/or-in'/ifniL 


fujim- Untfui Snvirc Club, 
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TWO VIIARS IN THE WEST INDIES. 




TWO YJiARS IN THE WEST INDIES. 


Ir was in the ^-ood old days — llie Crimean war clouds 
had roll(‘d by — and, after the Indian ^Mutiny, the war 
demon had retired. 

It had been proclaimed at the School of Musketry by 
that dear old prophet of peace, t'olonel Wilford, that 
“ they wlio were engaged in perfecting arms of pn'cision 
were engiigtal in the gr(‘at cause of luimanity, aiid that 
en; long, Princes would have to fight their own battles, 
for wavs would cease.” 

'Pbe cnleule conliaU' had not (Txhausted itself, ami, anxious 
to show magnanimity, llu‘ Lion ajipeared ready to lie down, 
even with the hVog. 

But alas! these prosj)ects of an approaching millennium 
did not bring delight to the heart of tin; British subaltern ; 
for him tin- horizon seennvl overcast, and promotion was 
Seen through a very long dim vi.sia. Happily tliese were 
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the days of the Purchase System, and a highly approved- 
of scheme was to (‘xchangt^ to a West India regiment, in 
which then; would probably not be many tor purchase, 
and then, having ol)tained promotion, to exchang-e back 
to a British reginK'iU. From lluj “ Royal North British ” 
(now tlie “Royal Scots”) Fusiliers, to a W(*sl India 
rcgimtMit, was a jdiinge inch'ed, and it was ri‘garded as 
a veritable thscensus (uu-nii : Inil tVien Itu^re was the hope that 
(jiie would spiMulily revoran- suptrasijiit: eiuuin'i' ad 

auras, as a CJaptain. 

Imjxdled by such tliouglits as these, I l(dt my larmict 
amour {nnmed above), and, in the good sliip “Tasmanian,” 
proceeded westwards. How b(*autiful when seen for the 
first time are the oft-described Azores, how intiTesting 
till' great Oulf Sin'am and wiH-d, the (lying-fish, and all tlie 
wonders of th(^ Atlantic ! After Limching at St. d'homas 
and th(m daily at one or more islands, oik' soon b('Com(‘s 
impressed with their gn-at richness and loveliness, and 
begins to tliink one has found a jiaradise iiid(‘ed, but— - 
uous verrous. At length we reached Barbadoes, then tlie 
headquarters of the West Indian command. In tin? 
general aspect of “ liimshire,'' or l.iti It Kui*laud'' as they 
call it, there is nothing peculiarly tropical ; the colounxl 
brethren, however, the heat and the insects, soon initiate 
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oiii^ into various little* phase's of West Indian existence. 
\\'’e we^re much strue'.k with the great strength of the 
native’; porters who landed the baggage. Alle'u’s military 
< lie‘sts of drawers are no trifle, ye‘t e.*ach of mv chests 
was carrie;d on the hack of one man fe)r several hiiiuireds 
of yards towards tlie barracks. My first iru'al on she>re^ 
was with an old friend on guard, and consisted chiefly 
land crabs and mulled port — ihe lalti'r seenned rather a 
curious drink for tin* tropics — but, try a rainy season there. 
'I'he native; inhabitants are ve'ry proud of thedr i■^lanel 
insisting- “ Massa ! me true Barbadian barn!’' I'liey a. ' 
ejuick and have wonderfully good e*ars for ir.usic, the* band 
of the; re'giinent being e:omposed of iiie.*n wlio played 
eiitin ly by (*ar. During an epielemic of ve'llow -fe;ver 1 have 
seen m.'Miy a liltb- sj)rig e>f humanity going along whistling 
the “De'ad Mari h” before he e:ouId articulate, and laughing 
at the* white's. The natives are* gene'rally e'xeinpt from 
yedlow-h ver, as are the while's from e hole'ra, hence the* 
common saying, “ Yedlow Jae:k e;.oine, buckra man die; and 
black man laugh — ehole'ra cemu', black man die and 
buckra man laugh ! 

'rherc is little in Barbadoes characteristic of the tropics 
except! Tig the ’neat. Conseepiently, it was with the greatest 
satisfaction that I founei myself soon appointed acting 
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musketry instructor to the regiment, as that necessitated 
visiting all our many detachments, and T was shortly rn 
fvuie for Demerara, The voyage was pleasant enough, 
but, as the steamer freciuently conveyed cargoes of sugar, 
it was infested with innumerabk' cockroaches nearly as 
large as cheese plates and wonderful to behold. Such 
is the (^ITecl of sugar. At about fifty miles from (ieorgc;- 
lown, the capital, one begins to notice the discoloration 
of the sea; this constantly increases, and for the last 
twenty miles it is liquid mud, causc'd by the enormous 
amount of alluvial deposit brought down by the Dcmic- 
rara, Kssequibo, Orinoco, and other rivers. Having 
entered the river, the military passengcTs were lakcni 
ashore in the mail boat, manned by twelve Kroomen 
of the I St West India Regiment. They are si)lendid 
muscular specimens of humanity, although, as is well 
known, they do not make vcjry good soldiers, and rule 
and disciplines are irksome to them. 

'I'he barracks of Kve I.eary are about a mile from 
Georgetown. They art‘ built ol .spicmdici timber, mostly 
green-heart,” and are raised on huge piles of masonry 
some ten fec-t above the ground. 'rhc7 are t)leasantly if 
not quite cheerfully situated, having the yellow-fc'ver 
graveyard in front and the yellow -fever hospital in rear; 
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so that this frightful scourge being endemic to the 
place is tlius very tlioughtfully kept before one’s mind’s 
eye. 

No one who has ever been in Denierara in July can 
c\er forget the terrific storms which prevail. Masses of 
clouds seem to hang tor days but a fc‘w feet above' 
tlie buildings. Thunder, for four or live hours without 
ceasing, rolls like a railway train close' overhead. Rain 
descintds in sheets for three days and nights without 
stopping, and then we can only gc^t about in flat- 
bottomed boats. The rainy season continues on and on 
for about three' months, and the close ol it is a bad 
time for fevers. In this country, after sweltering all 
night inside the mosquito net, with, perhaps lor company, 
a few these pests “ ordained to prevent the human 
liver from becoming torpid,” which have found an 
entrance, one. welcomi's the morning breeze from the 
north-east, which from its reviving nature is called the 
“ doctor.” Often in tin' evening then- is a lull for a 
few minutes, and then, a damp, clammy laiul breeze sets 
in from across the many miles of swamp in the interior, 
and in ten minutes the cloth of our billiard tablt* be- 
came so wet that playing was impossible. I'his land 
breeze brings with it myriads of beiales, some of gn'at 
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b(‘aiity, and enormous bats, measuring five and six leot with 
wings expfind(‘d. One gradually settles down here, but 
has to learn from experience — although a great authority 
says is the only school in which fools 7Vi7/ learn” 

— how to manoeuvre against the extraordinary inst‘Ct 
and reptile plagues. Having passed a resth'ss night, one 
lakes a bath, wlnm, forth from one’s sj)f)ng(^ eom(‘s a 
centipi'di^ six inches long and bites oiui Ixdiind tlie ear, 
causing perhaps a little fev(‘r. 'Then oiu‘ discovers that 
ev( a the legs of the b(‘d hav(‘ to bi‘ isolatinl in little 
pans of water to previMil the red ants consuming oiu‘, as 
they do all eatables, including man and ('lotlu's and in 
fact everything, (^xc(!pt carbolii' soap and cast-iron, unh'ss 
thus isolated. Th(‘n then* is tlu' genth' chigo or 
“jigger,” whi( h (Mideavours to burrow under your skin 
and deposit its eggs ; thi*re was an Italian iloctor who 
had one in his foot, and insisted on taking it home to 
Kurope, unextracted, as a curiosity, but he paid dearly 
for his devotion to scieiic(‘, as it became nen essary to 
amputate his foot. 

As a rul(? the men of a West India regiment an? easy 
t(; maiiag(‘, and they have perfect trust and confidence 
iu thear oftlccrs. 'I’hey are passionate, and in disposition 
something btdween children and wild beasts. They an^ 
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quit!' ihr reverse of vindictive, and are in most n^spects 
t]u‘ antipodes of the natives of India; tliey liowever 
resi'mble Orientals in that they are extremely sober. I’Ik? 
only (Irunkrnnrss was among- the (^ong-o men, wlio, uilli 
their Hat mises and iii^ly features, found it impossible, to 
^eV the Demerara nr West Indian girls to smile \\\m)w 
them, and so solaccnl tlu‘mselv(\s with rum. 'riie girls 
would exclaim : “ Oli ! im* Jehovah ! ili‘ man too d.irin(‘d 
ugly !” Wc had many fine athletic fellows from the. 
INIandingo and ban trib(\s, and a few Dahomans and 
Kroomen remarkable for their fine physi(]ue. I well ri‘- 
collect at our n'giuKmtal s])orts scadng threi‘ Mandingoes, 
b(*longing to the company in which 1. was a ..uballern, 
throw somersaults on a grassy part of the perfectly level 
paradt' ground, over tlu* schmui from our billiard-room, 
seven I'eet six im'hes in height,- -what is tlu' supposed 
n cord jump in Kurope ? Hut pi^haps wi‘ may hear that 
a sonu-rsault .s /nd a jump! ^Faiiy of these num had 
been <.anniba]s btdbrc^ enlistment, and had tludr teeth 
filed thus )[)[)(]()[. On duty one day, when visiting thi' 
men at their dinner, an oHicer enquin.al it tlirrc were 
any complaints, when one man, grinning and showing 
his teeth, answered “No complaints, Massa.” 

“Yon liktH^ de beef.''” 
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“ Yes, Massa.” 

“Me tinkcc you cat de man once?” 

“ Yes, Massa, me eat de man on(;e.” 

“And which you likee de best, de beef or de man?” 

“ AJi ! Massa, me tinkee me likee de man best I ” 

It had been tlie custom to bestow most curious names 
on these soldiers on enlistment. All th('. facetious names 
from Dickens and 'riiackeray werii heard at roll call. 
One worthy rt^joic('d in the venerated name of the 
Founder of Christianity. He had, unfortunately, developed 
a taste for strong waters — in fact, was one of the most 
bibulous men in the battalion. On oiit^ 0 ('casion, it 
being his fourtli conviction of drunkenness within the 
twelv(‘monlh, lu? was necessarily tried by court-martial. 
The procet'dings in due course found their way home, 
and the authorities, much amused although somewhat 
irate, issued an order that, in future, names should be 
taken from some* Army fast, past or present. 1 was blessed 
with a soldier servant with the sounding name of Hugh 
Gough. 'I'lic climate of DeuuTara, like' that of the West 
Indies, is extremely provocative of thirst. One lives 
there in a more or le.ss sudorific state, and the insinuat- 
ing sangarecs, long bitters, mint juleps, &c., are appreci- 
ated accordingly. 1 knew there the thirstiest soul I ever 
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m('t ; \vc were compelled to resirid him to ihree hottles of 
hrandv per diem ; th(\se he would empty into a sandstone 
filter, witli an equal amount of water, and he ('onsidered 
thnt this made him twenty-four drinks ; he daily finished 
the whole by noon I This continued for months, and he 
was never inca/)aide from drink. Ho was, however, con- 
sidered by the anlhorities to rather a (J.tl.U. (a 
“ (,)ueen’s hard bargain ”), and was duly informed that 
his valuable services could I)c dispemsed with. He was 
allowed to rtitire by the sale of his coinmissioii, and, on 
th(i way home, he played in a cricket match at Barbadoes. 
It is a nmiarkable fact which may be inter(‘sting to 
lovers of natural history, that any mosquitoes which had 
i)e(Mi regaling themselves at night in his quarters, were 
noticeable in the morning, after making their exit into 
the veraiKjah, from tin? unsteadiness of their gait I 

Probably some astronomers went out to Demerara in 
1 802 to witness the extraordinary total eclipsi^ of the sun 
— it couUl never b(^ forgotten by anyone f)resent. The 
sun rose in all its splendour at about 0 a.m. ; during the 
few preceding minutes of twilight, the innumerable bats, 
beetles, owls, and hosts of other nocturnal creatures, had 
retired for the day. About twenty miniiUrs laU^r the 
eclipse commenced, and, when total, all these animals 
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had again conic forth believing that night liad returned. 
As tile sliadow passed away they found their mistake. 
It was ludicrous to watch them tumbling about and 
knocking against walls and tret‘s in their bewilderment, 
ind one could ri'iiUze the. force of the. expn'ssion “ as drunk 
as an owl ” ; they soon n^tired, doubtless with the idea 
that a practical joke liad been played upon tliein. 

It was my good fortune to pay a visit to a friend who 
owned Devonshire Castle, one of the finest sugar estates 
in Di'inerara. It is forty or lifty mill's up the Essequilx) 
River, and near thii borders of thi‘ old primeval forest. 
After leaving tl?e river on tlie way to the (‘state we 
crossed some lakes covered ivith the Ndi toria Regia in full 
flower, and it sei^mcnl desecration to jiaddle the kraals 
among the beautiful leaves of four and five feet diameter. 
On the evening of arrival when seated at dinner, we. 
felt an earthijuake. shock ; there w’as a tremulous motion 
which last(*d a ijuarter of a minute, and w’as ^oon followed 
by another. We sat still but terrifietl, and at length my 
friend remarked in a whisper, “ five hundred fei't of nnid 
beneath us ! ” On the estate were a number of old 
se\)oys w’ho had been discharged after tlie Mutiny, and 
some of tliem were fine old soldiers. There having been 
many instances of incendiarism on various estates, tliese 
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men were einployc'd on nii^ht duty, and iirnK'd with 
Ioad(xi rifles ; my fricuid remarked to me oik* ni,‘,dil, ‘‘ If 
yoiiVe tired of life now, you have only to look round tlui 
eori\(*r of lUat housi*, and vou’ll c;et an idon^ated 

i*xnandinL!: \m)jectile through your cranium, inslanU‘r! ” 

One morning, liours hefort^ daybreak, we had siartt'd 
in two kraals, and paildled acToss the laki^s, and through 
many cliannels down to the rivtu*, to shoot. Ali are 
cautioned wlu‘n in these channels against firing at a 
jaguar, l)c‘caus(i tlu; animal, if only slightlv wounded, 
might spring from the bank and capsi/e the kraal, when 
in consecjueme of th(' soft and deep mud at tlu* sides, 
escape would be lu'xl to impossible. I had with me a 
Westley- Richards carbine. Bv the first strokii of dawn, 

I saw ct;ouching in some low straggling bush iiiiar tin* 
hank, some l;ind of animal. Ilu* temptation was too 
great. I fired, and, with a roar, he sprang up and then 
f(dl, as though (h-ad. We went on without any hope of 
getting him, but some men who had been folhnvini^ us, 
contriv(‘d, wilii a rope and some ])Ianks, to get him lor 
me and take him home ; he proved to be a jaguar : the 
huWel \\ad gone through his heart. At length we reached 
a small rortuguese settlement by some sandhills, and as 
it setmied dry and healthy, we slung our hammocks, each 
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between two giants of the virgin forest, and established 
ours('Iv(.s for a few days. 'J'hese hammocks, made of 
fibre or bush rope by the Buck Indians, arc v(;ry clastic, 
and alVoul the most perfect rest. Here then we stayed, 
shooting \)y day, in the morning, and appreciating 
after dusk the stillness and delicious music which is in 
Nature, though it vainly a])peals to many. The nights 
were marvellously clear, and — 

“ Countless stars, like clustering gems, 

Hung sparkling in the sky.” 

Shortly bt^forc dawn, the animal life with which thi‘ forest 
tetuns was perceptible all round. The subdued chaltiTing 
of the monkeys was about tlic first to be lieard, but the 
wonderful monkey sptjktu) of In Darwin, which producers 
an exact octave of musical notes, was not represiuitiMi. 
'rheii came llie mocking-bird, imitating the notes of several 
birds, and many other sounds. With th(* dawn, countless 
parrots and toucans of gorgt^ous pbimage, were rushing 
to their feeding grounds, and the fim* speckh^-breaslt^d 
pigeons flew above tlie higher tn^us. We wen* lucky in 
shooting some scarlet ibis (called ** kurri ku'rri ” by the 
nativ(*s), and we iiad to be (*arJv by tJic banks to shoot 
thiim. d'hey are beautiful birds, and resemble (in the 
grey of tbe morning"}, so many scarlet blossoms on the 
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trees, ns you creep alonff towards them in the kraal, A 
(lock of them is usually accompanied by a ^aiding, a 
very wary bird, which does “ sentry-go ” for lliem, and 
giv(*s the ‘‘alarm/’ A few days in these forests is a 
very enjoyable. t'.xpcrienc(‘, and never to be forgotten. 
My leave of absence, however, soon expired, and 1 
returned to (leorgetown, and soon reevdved an order to 
])roceed to St. Lucia. On llu^ voyage thither, whiMi 
about six hours from C’astries, the capital, \vc encouiitenid 
a fearful hurricain^. Two mmi were (‘hained at the 
whet'l, as, in tliosc' days, there was no ste»M*ing a vessel 
from below deck ; the remainder on board were all 
fasteiu'd down b(*lo\v ; on arrival, an old frieml came on 
board to meet me, with a huge snake twisted rf)und his 
arm. It was a snake (’ailed a creebo, and most docile 

V 

:ind hannk^ss. ll is the dreaded enemy of a very deadly 
snake (the fer-de-lance, also called the rat-tail), which 
it invariably masters in a fight, and alterwards procei^ds 
to swallow, slowly but most deliberately, as I have wit- 
nessed. riicse deadly snak(‘s abounded to such an extent 
in the biisii, whicli thm grew very thick and cIos»i to the 
barracks, tluit no person would venture after dark, even 
a dozen yards, without a man in front carrying a lantern 
and a broom, to sweep the way. 'rhe sctmery in St. 
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Lucia is very fine ; conspicuous from a distance are tlie 
ritons, or Su^far-Ioaf mountains, of i,ooo feet or more 
iu height, and covered up to the summits with dense 
jun.iyle. Somt' British sailors, years at^o, went on shore, 
determined to plant the Union Jack at I he top of the 
hii^diest of the Pitons. I'hey did so, but newer returned. 
It was supposed that, overia)rne with fali^ue, thev had 
lain down and been killed by snaki's. The barracks 
are high al)ove thii sea, on Morm^ f'ortuna. I’hi'y are 
very solidly built, as the island is in the line of hurri- 
canes. \Vc had strong iron Jalonsies outside* the windows, 
closed by iiU‘ans of huge crowbars, to resist the winds. 

J next visiU'd tlie Island of Dominii'a, which does not 
seem to be much frcujucjiited nowadays ; \vc had a detach- 
ment there. It is well worth a slay of a few wiM'ks, as 
it is a lovely island, rich in th(‘ most luxuriant tropical 
vi‘getalion ; tree fi-rns, and all kinds of flowering trees 
and luscious fruits abound. 'The granadillo (the fruit of 
tlu^ passioii-llowtT) comes to j)crfecLion here. In the 
interior are sonu' very curious souffrieres (sulphur springs), 
and we made a longer inland excursion to visit some of 
the now almost extinct race of Caribs, the aboriginal 
inhabitants of the island. One day, after a row along 
the coast, liaving returned very heated, we were induced 
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to rt'sl ;it .'I friomrs house' on tlio mountain 

abode; 1 took a sevi're cJiill \vi*icli resuitt'd in h-vrr. It 
c:crtainly appears to me. that the stronger and more in 
trainini^ you are, an mudi the more scve'relv does a h'ver 
in the West Indies lay hold of you. Wluither or no, it 
was so in tliis case, and, i)eing very far gone, I lay at (he* 
hotel at Roseau (the capital) for a whole day, list(Miing 
to my i?7f>/i eoffin being made in th(^ back yard, as th(*n' 
is a pt'iialty of ten dollars if a corpse be kej)t mon^ than 
six hours after death. It had not exactly a reviving 
efifcct, when my black nurse informed mt‘, ‘‘ Dcy making 
de coflin for ^^assa, but me no tinkee Alassa going to 
(lie yet.” I'hesc* faithful creatures never give up hopi*, 
even in tht? worst stag(‘S of yelhm^-fevir, winch mine v.a:; 
not. Many a man has been given up by tin* doctor with, 
“ He will not last more than Um minutes, atid, another 
now rtajuires my care”; but the blaek nurse has seen the 
eyes of the moribund wandering in tlii' direction of some 
charnpagni; bottles, and given him a drink wiili astonish- 
ing results. There is an oliicer, now in high ( omrnand 
in llu* East, who was thus twice given up by tin*, doctor, 
in the West Iiuii(.‘S thirty-nine years ago! Witli gn'at 
kindness, the Governor invited me, when convah^sceiit, 
to stay at Ciovernmenl Mouse, and then', in a few wcicks, 
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h(Vilth .'incl strength returned. .My kind h^st took great 
interest in the fauna and flora of his beautiful island ; iu‘ 
liad a large colh.H:tion of birds aiul animals. Among 
tli(*m were two splendid specimens of spider monkeys, 
which were allowed into the dining-room at dt‘ssi*rt ; 
they would walk into the room arm-in-arm and take 
their seats side by side on onc! cliair at the table, and 
sip their wiiK' from lioiuuir glasses with as much decorum 
a> though they wen* Christian folk. Tla^se monkeys 
have great strength and tiMiaeity in thidr prehimsile tails. 
It is related by Darwilt liow he found it necessaiy to cut 
down a tree in order to secure a monkey tliat he liad 
shot, wliich was hanging, after death, by its tail to a 
branch. 

A fortnight in Martini(]ue was very dt lighlful, with an 
introduction to the (iovi^rnor. It was particularly inujn'st- 
ing, as “la guerri‘ en Mt*xi(tue’’ necessitatiul all the h'rencli 
regiments en route for Vera Ouz U*iiving their d(‘pdts 
at Martinique. Mont -Pelee was then very quiescmit. 
St. Pic*rre, the military capital, is a handsome town, and 
wiis vcTv gay and lively; “the phicc St. Piern^, where 
stands a white marble statue of the Kmpress Josephine, 
who was a creole of Martinique (which means that she 
was born there of Friiiich parents), is a very large square, 
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ail' I then resembliul a camp. Zouav(‘s. 'Furkos, chasstnirs 
irAlriijuc, with all the vivandiercs of ihi’ various I'orps, 
gave it a most picturesijiic a}i[)i‘araiire, and martial 
enthusiasm was tlic ordi*r of the day. OiiC(‘, wlien walking 
out, I stopped a soldiiir of the line and asked him to 
show me the way to an old fort called in the map “ le 
fort di‘ Hoiirbon ” ; his n^ply was, “ Mais, Monsieur! voiis 
vonlez liire le fort Napoleon,” and lu* indicatiul the way. 

'l'h(' (iovernor, a min'd Admiral, had a very pretty 
house and grounds. One day then*, after dejeiiiK'r, an 
A.r).C\ told m(\ a t)ropos of tlie awful ninnlxT of deaths 
from cholera at Vera Cruz, that the nuinbm’s wen* always 
divi<.h'<l by t<‘n before being ])iiblis]ied in the offnaal 
accounts in the journals, so as to minimise the (Iepn‘ssii.g 
effect f)n' the tn;ops. With most exquisili* f'n*neh taste, 
a lovi*ly vallev, adorned by nature with the richest tropical 
vegi'tation, and through which a pii'liires(|U(‘, streamlet 
winds among tin* rocks, had been nlilis(‘d and most 
artistu'ally laid out, as the Jardin F>otani(iue. 

"Die fine islaiuls of St. Vincent and (jianada weri^ 
afterwards visited, and 1 tin'll n turned to head-quarti^rs 
at Barbadoes. A week afterwards yellow -fever broki.* out 
in Cantonments, and the Brili.sh regiment there I'llie 
Scots Fusiliers; was at once sent away uj) to Gun Hill, 
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some mihis awiiy. Th(^ (|ueslioTi was tlien asked : “ But 
what is to be done with the ist West ? “Oh! tliey are 
all niggers, th('y don’t get yellow-fever.” “What, are the 
thirty English ollicers in thi' regiment not liable to 
yellow-fever.^” “Ah! true I well send th(‘m across the 
.savannah into the 21st Barracks.” 'This was done, and 
.-.pviui oHicers — the doctor (^f tht' rijgiimuit being tiie first 
— (lied in the next ten days. It was miserable work, 
and much comment was made upon it. Of course the 
P.M.O. said it was tlie fault of the (h‘neral, and the 
(jen(‘ral said it was the P.M.O.’s ; so many Umgues 
wagged, the little darkies became well up in the “ Di'ad 
.March,” and, of cours(‘, it was nohod v's fault. Perhaps we 
may now hope that Profes.sor Sanorelli has found the 
yellow-jack bacillus and that an antidole may follow in 
due course: 

A very welcome order soon wafted me to 'Prinidad, by 
many considered the? mo.st beautiful of all the Windward 
Islands. I’he (‘ntrance through the Bo(;as, to the Gulf 
of Paria (called by Spaniards “el Golfo triste”) is very 
fine, and the port of Spain, the capital, is a gay and 
lively town. It was carnival time when wc arrived, and 
everything was en fete ; invitations to siweral “ dignity ” 
balls reached us before we left the steamer; th(isc are 
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marvellous cnUTtainments, characterizi'd by a channinp^ 
absence of formality. Many of iht* quadroon and octo- 
roon ijirls art' very line creatures, with good (^y«‘s and 
perfecc teeth, which, as they laugli iniudi, tin*)' display to 
advantage. They likt; to appear very ilecolletees, ami 
are very free and unconvt'utional in their iiltsis and 
manners; and ci'rtainlv cannot be said to take their 
pleasures sadly. On arrival at a new station, a lim* young 
gill will inarch up to your rooms, carrying a baskt't of 
fruit and llowers, just by way of showing herstdf to you 
and finding if she suits you. dduT call a prt'seiit lik 
this a “ dash.” I had an invitation card pn'senied to im* 
on landing, worded thus: — Miss la*onora k. present 
do compliment to de Mr. H., and lioiie for di* pleasure 
of de D^ince, at de Innise,” etc., etc. 

I^iving e}i pi'nshnt at the liouse ot n middle-aged \ello\\ 
lady, we were one day at dinnc'r, when a curious lilth^ 
roasted nondescript was placed betore us. Ihi/zled as 
to what it might be, I ventured to suggest that it was 
monkey, when Sikhlenly, the door, which was “on the 
jar,” Hew opmi, and th(‘ lady above mentioned rushed up 
to the table, exclaiming in a high key, “Monkey! 
me gar ! vou monkey ! you fatlier monkey ! y(Hi mother 
monkey ! vou all darmed monki'vs 1^ oh ! me gar I Her 
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wrath was indc(xl gniat, but although this torrent of 
vituperation was received only with irreverent laughter, 
she gradually subsided. 'I'hey are most excellent 
creatures at iieart, fiery in temper, and rather explosive — 
not to say I'okanic at times — being hyf)ersensitive when 
any little thing is said or done which can be construed 
into a rejlec/ion. 'J’he subject of colour is a matt(;r they 
hav(i greatly at luvirt. Th(‘ Spaniards have more than 
fifty terms expressing the exact remove from the negro, 
through the. sambo, mulatto, (juadroon, octoroon, ^:c., 
down to the musti and mustifino, the last named btdng 
by law consider(‘d as whites, and allowed to sit in the 
House of Repres(*ntatives in Jamaica. 'I'he gr(‘atesl 
source of grief is wlum, by a little freak of nature, a 
quadroon girl ('ontrives to give birth to a black child ; the 
colour may be iluit of Jut great-grandfather ; to fit whicli 
dire catastrophe, thc^y have a proverb whicli says : — 
“ Johnny Crow tink him piccaninny while (the young 
of the carrion vulture being born liglit in colour, but 
soon becoming- dark). Many of their jirov'mbial sayings 
are good, such as “ Cockroach give dance, he no ask 
fowl,” which they consider ajiplicable to those in a 
humbli^ sphere who aspire to entertain and associate 
with superior beings. 
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'rhi* natural beauties f)!' 'IVinidad are very grid'll. It. 
is a “land of everlasting bloom”; tht' valley of Maraval 
will eoin])arc with anylinng to bi* seen in the troj)ies, 
east or wt'st. Two gigantic silk - cotton tre(‘s 250 feet 
high guard tlie entrance* to this exajiiisite* vallev, 
through which a winding strc'amlet runs down from the 
mountains ; a narrow path wav leads through the riclu'st 
vegetable^ growth, where are' tree terns, all kiiiels nt' 
dowering tn‘cs, ami myriads of humming-birds burying 
thedr bc'aks for lioiuy in every \ari(dv e>f llowf--. A 
favourite (‘xcursion was to the e)}>posite siele of the islai; , 
te) see* the oysters growing on tlu^ tree as ct'rtainly 
they were, conS(’(|ue‘nt f)n tin* tide* rising to the f)V(*r- 
hangiiig branedies. One elay we* saile*d ae:rfjvs the bay to 
a small island 'lear tin* “boe as” whe re a fine; (jr'*t*nlaml 
wiiale haei been eMught and landed. Her instinct had 
brought h(*r de)wn to thi*se tropical waters towards the 
e*nd of her period e)f gestatie)n, and probably sin* lound 
the, warmth more e*lliea(aous than eve*n the assistain e of 
a sai^e-/emmi- dt /a />nnntr‘‘ c/asst. 

In those days there was some* life in tlni \Ve‘st Indies. 
Many owners of sugar estates we-re well-to-do un'ii who 
treque'otly spent the se*as<.)n in London, and Oete)l)e*r till 
March on their estat(*s. Now matters have greatly 
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chaii^2fed, and West Indian trade Jias i^reatly deteriorated. 
We used to hear of ^15,000,000 per annum for exports, 
but this has now dwindl^'d down to ;^6, 000,000, or 
perhaps niucli less. 

Demerara was one of our most flourishing eolonies, 
anil, I suppose, 1 may call it my heaihpiarters during 
my two years in the West Indies. I returned there 
from 'I’niiidad, and, some inonlhs after, was assisting to 
extinguish a lire in some nativ(‘ village in the interior. 
It was one night in the rainy season, and, having taken 
a severe eh ill, 1 was prostrated with bilious lever, and 
eventually invalided home. Then,* is no oiIkt way to 
thoroughly renovate the constitution, after illness in 
tropical countries. 
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SCAMPERS TllROUCai GREECE 


Scenes ot diuMls hiToic, never to he siir|)asse(l, .-it wiiich 
tlie world still wonders, and on wliich tht* imai^iiM^ion 
d\V(‘lls with di.'lii'lit — works and acliirvfaneiits in ai" 
and lil(‘raturc which still, as (wer, continue to I’a^ci- 
iiate and educate the nations coiiiilr\ leeniinis^ with 
heauty, fioin 'loinpe to Arcadia, of iniExhausiihle inti^resl 
to |)hili\soplic*r, 'inti(|uarian. artist or ,i;loi)e' trotter — who 
has not loii<»i-vl lo visit Cirei!<ai ? After a little danein;>[ 
about in the Adriatic and Ionian sea>, and (nijoyin.i^ Thkj 
views of the Alhaiiian mountains, it will he fomul, hi-fon^ 
settius^ foot in (irciaa- proiu'r, ^[uite an aij;n*eai)l(‘ lillh^ 
to iwploiv some fil tJie loninn islands. I have 
found tliii elimati' of ('orfii and Zante verv pleasant in 
Kchruary ; at Corfu there arii inapunilly hiii^dislj yachts 
in harbour, as the islaiul is much in favour witli our 
countr}!!!' n ; thi^ sporlsriuin may find t,u)()d shooting in 
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Alb.'inki, especially if he does not mind roughing it ; a 
man was there last February, who told mc‘ that liis last 
inoriiin^^ h(' had the' luek to kill a chamois and a wild 
boar with his two last shots, right and left. 

'rhe “ Hagios Oeorgios*’ (St. George) Hotel at Gorfii 
is very good and comfortable, and yon ani well treatial 
there ; it is much in favour with newly-married couples, 
Austrian and rlimgarian, as a honeymoon rt\sort. 'There 
ar(i many interesting walks and drivi^s about the island, 
the finest drive pcThaps bcung to the Fass of Fantaleoiui 
and Faleocastridza (a monastery). (.)n the way one passtjs 
thousands of very old olive-trees, which assume most 
grotescjue forms; it is beautiful in early spring, wlnm 
ranunculus, iris, vioh'ts, etc., and the cherry and plum 
tre(vs are in bloom. From the Pass, looking north, is a 
grand view of Calypso’s isle, and the roek into v/hich 
Ulysses’ ship was turn(*d. 

It is not manv hours’ steam to Xante, called hv the 

1 

(Jrtieks “Zakynthos,” and of whicli the Italians say, “Xante, 
Xante, (ior di Levante.” Xante is a beautiful island, rich 
in fruits and flowers, but too much favoured by Urrc-moli 
(c‘artluiuakes), — Saints’ days being especially selected. I 
spent my first evening there with Air. Forster, the welU 
known seismologist ; he had been shewing and explaining 
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to iro a very scientific apparatus for ti‘StiiiL^ and reconliii*^ 
tlje shocks, and, when wishini;^ mi* “Good-ni.^dil,'’ he said, 
“ By the way, we have not had a shock for ihn-e wei‘ks- - 
now we averai^e one per week, so if ihere should he one 
vhilst you arc here, let me advise you to remain i|uii‘llv 
in voiir l)(?d, if you can!” I was walkint,^ nut om* day 
with the Consul and his famih% to tiadr pretty little 
cnuntry hmise at Acrotiri, where they spend the hot 
months, and tliiw told me that sue)) is iIkj clearness of 
thi! atmosplieri* and the stillni'ss, that, in tlie iNirly morn, 
Iving with their windows open, they can hear the cock 
crowing across tin; sea at Cephalonia (i.'odve miles)! 
It was so clear that I could si‘(^ Santa Alaura, wlH‘re 
is // sd/to ill Sajfo (Sappho's leap), and. eviji Parnassus 
in the ^'Xtreme iisiance. 

Zant»^ is ricli in currant-grapes, which tnrm the great 
souri'i* ot revenue in f Jreece and its islands ; a tot<il ol 
1 00,000 ions arc e.xporicd annually - -a iailure ol tJie emp 
means misery. 1 drove l('iirteen niili*s across tlie island 
to thi‘ very curious pitch >prings inenlioiu-d hy Ihuod- 
otus, at (.-hieri. d'here is a (|uaiitily of naj)litha witli the 
pitch ; petroleum also ahoniids in the neighhourhood. 

'Idle Inland of Cephalonia deserves a visit, with its 
good harbour of Argosloli and its wondertul mills, where 
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the sra rushes into a ravt-rii anti (lisa|)j)fars mysteri- 
ously under^TOLintl ; it is by far tiu* lari»-t.*sl of the sewn 
islands. 'The inhabitants of tlie Ionian islands are vtay 
('ivili;^iMl and eourteoiis in their wavs, and rest‘mbh‘ tlic 
Italians (juite as much as they do I he (Irt'eks. An optTa 
company comes to (.'orfu aiul also to Zanle in the winter 
iiK'-nths, and the pe<.)ple art* very i^ovt^n to music anti 
soul;’, thanks tC' their havinj^ l)t‘t*n st.) loie.^ siil)iect to 
X’enice. 'The kaiglisli are wtdl ret'tdvt.‘tl in ilu* islaiitls, 
of t.ourse ; tile old roatl.s, in many parts, are much 
about as uti left th(‘m in 1863. ^ 

It is a j)leasani lilih* voyagt* across to Patras, toutdi- 
inc'*, t fi at AI iss( »Ioni»-lii. I arrivetl on a Suntla\- at 

Patras; it was a j»ala day. The handsomt* and jiictur- 
es(iue oltl (Irtjek tlress is very striking, with the ralht*r 
elleminate-looking fus/iiniHa '^skirt', and the ritdily em- 
l)rt)itlert;ti jacket and vest, whitdi an* often lieirlooins 
in the family. On my -way to the hotel I came upt)n 
a large crowtl t)f peojdt*; tliey wen* witnessing a/ fresco 
opiTations by a tlentist (gratis, it being Suutlav). Ht; was 
on a raised platform, and his victim was a boy; the 
jieoplt' wt'H* much enti'rtainetl, anti cluirth'tl at the 
gritnaces t)f the suirert*r ; tlie (‘xtractitin being completed 
the tooth was tossetl into the midst of the assembly and 
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thr '>]>crator struck an attitmlc, as mucli as to say, “ l^n’i 
it vvoinlcrful ?” 'I'Jic hoy descciitliui and ///, f/ joiiKal in 
the laughter, and went on his wav rejoicing. l’'nun the 
batlhnnents ot tlic <jl(l \ tuietian fort is a V(t\' line \iew 
of till' (lulf of C’orinth and tlie opposite shore. 'Idu* fort 
is nseil now as a [)rison. One fellow willi :\ groi(‘s(|ii( l\ 
villainous visage and red heard liad ncei.cdrd in ilirusi- 
iu;; his head through the viuitilaling lioh* of th<‘ aoor, 

to look around ; h<‘ was qiiit(‘ a study, and 1 niiich 

n\gr(‘tted not having my kodak at hand. At the clinvrh 
I first witnessi'd a Oreek funiual ceiaMUony : an eldt'rly 
lady was laid out on her hier, dn'ssi^d as in lifi‘, in 
tluj middh' of the church; alter mmh lugnhrious (diant- 
iiig she was pl.'K'ed in a hall-sitting j)Oslure. with her 

open colhn in Ir )nt of lu‘r, on the lusirse, and then, 

tollowevl hy ahoiii iwidve carriages, u.is driven gaily 

through the town. 'I'his e.xcellenl s\slem is considered 

in the- event of snspi-nded animation to give ilu; untor- 
tunaK' ix)rpsi a idianci’ of revival. In a liltle sliaking iij), 
and is far nioi\ saiislac'torv than scrc'uing il down 

witliin twenU-four hours of the' su[)posed death, halias 
is a gri'at coiunuTcial town, but there is not vcTy nuuh 
to entie ‘ the traveller to make' a slay, and he soon 

move's on along the railway skirling tin! (jiill ol C^cjrinlli, 
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enjoying very lovely scmcry for the whole way. Since 
the completion of tlie canal through the ct'Ii'braled 
Istlinuis, Corinth lias mi.ch iinprovi^d, and c.'in lunv boast 
of a good hotel, (dc. From the summit of the A('ro- 
C'orinthos then', is a very inagnifici'nt view; it is perhaps 
tlu; grand(‘st panorama in (}n‘(*C(‘, but travellers from tlu' 
far Wi'st must not lunpiire for Vtisiivius, wlu'n looking 
for Parnassus or 'Paygetus! Somewhere* ru'ar the summit, 
I liad just pick(Ml a piece' of (‘upholiia, whicli I was 
looking at, wh(*n sudcUmly a boy, whom 1 don’t think 
I liad observ(‘d, (‘xclaimed loudly, “ bono, bono ” (the 
only words h(‘ knew outside* his own langiiag(‘\ and drew 
his hand vioh'iitly across his throat, at tin* samt* tinu* 
casting uj) his (‘y(*s and putting out his tongiK* ; this was 
all kindly meant to (‘xjilain to me that it was j)oisonous. 

'This was in i8(jO, and, it being my first visit to 
(jreece, 1 (jiiickly pushi*d on along a most interesting 
liiK* of rail to Athens, anxicnis to arrival at my Iiead- 
(piarters, and thence to radiate of! to the countless 
places of extreme interest. 

A stay at Athens is very agreeable in the spring — the 
hotels an; good, the people are kindly and pleasant, 
and if the traveWer does not become a philhcirnic, I am 
sorry for him. The more one knows of the glories of 
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Athoi"-. lh(' moiv onu to lVt‘l in synipjithy uitli 

(irci-'f'c, if not witli tlio (jrtvk people, 'rhirty-thnn* visits 
to tlu' acropolis, for nev(‘r less thc'in tlirei‘ Iioiirs, h.ive. 
only incrc'ased my admiration lor it. Xevertheless, 1 
{'air.o: at^rci' witli tlu' barbarian who lins cansed .ill the 
Ix'.'iiitiriil gold-eoloiin'd lii'lnm, on thosi' wcsli-rn ('olmnns 
of the ParthiMion, to be eh:an‘tl awav. It was whih^ 
sittiii.i»- uiidm- ihest* rohiinns that Byron wrolo his 
uiiecjiialh'd di'seription of a sunset : 

** On old . rock and llvilra's isle. 

The g’od of i^lathiess sljt*tls his part ini;' smili* ; 
t)’or his (>Nvn ret^ions Knj^-erinjt*’, loves to si ine, 

Thouj^h there his altais an* iu> more di\iiu‘.” 

Durin^^ tlieir ocaaipation ol' (ireiMe tin* 'rinks list'd tin* 
I’arthenon \i.s a j)e ih*r inaiiaziin*, and it was a (h'.inan 
siiDalterii in the Venetian foree hoinhardiii” Athens who 
tired tin* hoiiii) wlueh eaused tiie explt^sion, wor king 
the glorious temjile. 

In the course of mv three visits tf> (ireece, 1 have 
liad the good forliiiie to hecoiiie ac(|naini<*d with several 
people with whom it lias he.eai an extreme j)leasure to 
visit the many sphaulid classit'al remains in Athens and 
its environs. Young ladies who know' Sophocles and liui 
comedies of Aristophanes hy heart, whose lavourite 
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author is Plalo, and who an* in cvcrv way t liarmini;. 
and i'nv from affectation ami conceit, are not al\va\«; 
met witli ; their soiaetv lalucates one s t.islt*, and ;^s^isIs 

onv to iljiprcrhilr thr I»«Miililnl in e\er\ ihin.i*-. 

It iras will) .i party (>>' ahoiii .'^ixtrrn pcoph I r.;ri,ul 
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one morniiie;, and cinl)arkcd at tlie Piraais for lh(‘ island 
of Jyi'ina (it is thus pronounced in (Ireece), in liopi's of 
explorini';' tin? old Doric tifinple there. 'Pin* distance is 
abf)ul eighteen miles. It was a lovely morning ; the 
old steam launch on which we were rolletl a great deal. 
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When about one and a half miles from the island a fat 
(jerman contrived to fall overboard ; adipose tissue 
prevented his sinkini,^ and his “Bat'deker"' floated by his 
side ; much consternation prevailed, but with dirficultv 
he and his Baedeker” wtTt; recovered, and we went 
about ;:/id ndnrned to Piraeus, so tlhit hr receive 

ihr nttaiition ho soomed to rc(jiiin\ Haviiisr roi^niiu'd 
terra iirma. we had (/c/dnirr nn thi^ oul fornfirations. 
viewin.i^' on one side the Piruiis acropolis, uliere 
d’lirasibules encamped, of old ; and on tin? other the 
roadstead of Salarnis, which we aft{‘rwards explored as 
lar as the tw’o disputed thrones of Xerxi's. I think onr 
(lirton scholar inclined to ihi' idea that it w'as on the 
liead of the proinontorv opposite tin' little isle of 
Tsvilaleia that the Persian monarcli sat when he saw 
the:— ' 

“Sons of llie C'freoks, ;ul\ance ! 

'rrircine on iiiicine, brazen beak on beak, 

Dashed furious 

as described by vICschyliis, who was pn'Sent at the 
glorious light. 

Another day we made a successful trip to dtgina, and 
mueli enjoyed it. But perliaps tlie liuesL one-ihiv excur- 
sion round Athens is to the lop of Pentelicus, wliere the 
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pure white marble is (juarried, and of whicli the Partlie- 
iion is built. One bright morning, a large party, we 
started early atid drove to near the foot of th(; mountain. 
At a chapel where wt* alighted a christcming was about 
to commenci* ; we were invited to enter and witnessed at 
a most pleasing little ceremony : thi^ prit^st, a kindly, 
beiievoUmt-looking man with a fair beard, was holding 
up the naked little (me btdon^ the Cross, tlum he dipp(‘d 
it and held it uj) three times - ilui child s([U(?aling 
vehemently, tlu^ mother crying, and the girls around all 
giggling ; then the anointing took placi^ with a little 
spong(^ at th(' end of a stick, whii'.h was dipped in the 
holv oil and inserted into evtuy aperture in the body of 
the child. 

We till'll had refreshnumt outside a monastery closij 
by, where there is a good spring of wati'r. 'I'he walk 
from here is over very rough ground to tin; summit, 
which is 3,050 feet; arrived there, w(i sat down and 
looked over the whole pLyiii of Marathon, with the 
historic mound to the heroes in the centre ; on the 
other side we looked over Salamis, and could descry 
Parnassus in the distance ; the whole of Atiica lay at 
our feet — this magnificent view is surpassed only by that 
from the Acro-Corinthos. 
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One great tiling to convince oneself of, is tliat in 
(ireece you may wandiT about without fear of brigands, 
as, excepting in the north near the frontier, it is 
absolutely safe, and there has not heini a case of 
brigandag(‘. since i«S75, when ^Ir. \’yiiiT was killtul. It is 
far safer to wander alone through the whole of Morea 
tlian in the country lanes between ("anterbury and 
Maidstone, (^specially after the liopjiing season. 

A year or two before^ tin* war I was vi ry anxious t(> 
visit the far-famed \'ale of 'INunpe and whalevcT else I 
could see of the northern frontier, but a raid committed 
by between twenty and thirty despt.*ra(lo(*s from the 
Turkish side caused nui to pause awhile. It was my 
cliaiming friend. Mademoiselle 'fricoupi, tlu^ sister of the 
Prime .Minister, then in the lu*ight ol his power, who 
uiiscd my hopi\s of visiting thosi* parts. 'I'his most 
lalc‘nt('d and accompb^hed lady ^the .Madame de Staid 
of (Jroec'e' holds a rec'eption ilaily, at which are to be 
nii't all the best pe^iph' in Athen.s, residtuils and visitors; 
she is, heart and soul, most eiuhusiasticall}’ a (Ireek, and 
was of the greatest assistance to her brother, tln‘ lati* 
Prime Minister, «>f whom she was, naturally, sei proud; 
it was a great sorrow to her when lu‘ died at Nervi, in 
April, 1 «S()6. Would that he, the statesman, the (ireek 
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par (WcelUnci*, h;ul lived, and retained possession of his 
liculth and energy for another few years, and jM'rhaps 
averted the crushing hiimiliatitni of iS’gy ! 

'Three weeks had elapsed since the raid by brigands 
al)ove alluded to, and a great scare had betm caus(‘d 
thereby ; howiiver, Mdlh'. Tricou[)i informed me that 
tile noniarch of Larissa (tin* capital of Thessaly) con- 
siderinl that it was now safe, and that her brother had 
dirccleil him to give me a guard of soldi(*Ts to i‘scort 
me to the Vale of Tenipe, on mv arrival at Larissa. I 
soon made my arrangements, and as it was clear anil line 
weather. 1 embarki'd in a small (Ireek steamer for ilui 
north. W'e rounded (ape Loloiina and Sunium will: its 
grand old columns, the remains of the old temple to 
Athena; then we passed Laurion, and wcri* soon coa^ting 
aloiyg the fine island of Kubiea, and I could follow with 
my glass tiie road to Lrelria with its acropolis and sorni' 
remains. Next day we reached Khalkis, where the 
channel is very narrow between Iheotia and Eubiea. 
Here runs the wonderful luiivpos ([ironounced l^vripos;, 
which has puzzled sages of all times ; here, in the 
Udeless Medilerraueaw, \s a current so strong that olti n 
the steamers cannot proceed ag^aiiist it. 'Lhii extraordinary 
feature is that after llowing, perhaps for three hours. 
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from nortli to south, tliero is a lull, and tliai it hcgins 
/lou’inj^ in tlie opposite direetion ; it is v(‘rv variable, and 
sometimes flows for twelve hours and more \w the same 
direction. The l(‘t(end is that Aristotle himstdf, in 
bewilderment and dt*s])air at not bidni^ abli' to explain 
it, leai)t in distrust into the current. An I-'ni^lish admiral 
bought a liOLisi' adjacent on tlie banks, and studied it 
for fifteen years; in “Murray’s ( iuide to (hecce” is his 
explanation of it, which perktips may be convincinu: to 
his friends ; his widow was living tliiTc at tlur time of 
my visit. 

On riiaching the port of Volo, ni‘Xt morning, a Oret'k 
g(‘ntleman on board advised me strongly to go by rail 
to dVikala and Kalabaka and si‘e tin* monasteries of 
Meteora befon^ 1 went to Larissa. 1 took hi.s adviia^ 
and much enjoved the route, passing near iht? mighty 
i\‘lion, kt'.eping O.ssa in view, then past tin? old battle- 
fit Jd of Kyno.scephala-, to Valestino jum'tion ; then, 
ke(^t)ing Olympus to the north, full in sight, past the 
famous battle-field of Pharsfilos (now calh‘d IMu rs-rda', 
where Cmsar and Pompev met aiul fought ; tlieii wi^ 
were favoured w\v\\ s\>\e\\d\d views of Mount Vindus and 
the wliole range to flu* weat \\"e then passed Trikrda, 
and soon readied Kalabaka, wliere the polite station- 
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master prociin'il m(i a guide to the wonderful monasteries 
of Meteora, each one perched on the summit of a 
separate and apparently inaccessible huge rock ; after 
three-quarters of an hour’s climb from Kalabaka, we 
reached the foot of the Ilagia d'rias (Holy rrinity) ; 
siiveral holy men with huge beards appeared, som(^ 
300 feet above, to inspect us, and lowered from a little 
plalform some water for us; to ascend to tlu* platform 
by the rope with a small net which th(*y next lowered 
viid i ot look much inon; inviting than tlu' perpendicular 
rope ladder, so I preferred to pass on to ins])ect the finest 
of tl ‘ nionasteritis, the; I [agios Stephanos, to which there 
was anotlier considerabh* climb, finishing with a draw- 
bridg(.‘, which was raised after we had crossed. I liad 
h(*re a most ('Ulertaining dinner ieti-a-lite with the jirior- 
a line, handsome old man; he spok(‘ nolJiing but (]rtu?k, 
of which I had picked up the nuTi'st smattering ; 
sardines, eggs, fim^ olives, lirt^ad and vegetables were pro- 
duced in plenty, but not a sardine or an egg would my 
worthy liost touch, as, in Lent, the (jO'eks w’ill I'at nothing 
but that which is ol vegetable growtli. LresiiiUlv some 
riially good old (Irei^k wine was produced, and, of course, 
it bm’ng ve^^etal)li\ wo both could do ju^tici^ to it. iMy 
Italian and (irei^k jihrase-book was brought out to assist 
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us in ilu^ “ flow of soul ” ; he opened it iU'cidenUilly at 
a veuy iiiteri'sliui^^ dialogue betwt^en a young lady and hiT 
maid on the subject of various articles of underclothing. 
lie read it out, nnd it tickh^d his fancy greatly, bringing, 
no doubt, happy days to mind 1 The kind and courtv'ous 
fatlu^r escorted me to my room for the night, and right 
well did I sleep in that fine pun* air, somi; 1,500 feet 
above tlie plain, and in perfect security from brigands. I 
liad biicn advised to go no furtlier than ilie moiiastiTies, 
towards the fr()nti(*r, as they an* situated in tlu* north 
west corner of (Ireece, when* it apjiroaehes Albania; si) I 
luwt morning started for F/irissa, which was n‘aclu‘d in 
tli(^ evening, and having arrangiul with the nomarch (tin* 
|)ref(‘t'' that luy guard of soldi<‘rs should hi* in re;uliuess 
early in the morniiyg, I spent im first night at a (heek 
Xiftodochion ijnn — the accommodation is always rough, 
but this one ii^ far better than many, 'fhe guard et three 
soldiers and, 1 think, a polica* inspector, arrivt‘d at iku- 
l)reak, all well armed and inoiinli.'d. I was in readiness, 
and, with food for the day, wt* started for tin* \'al(‘ of 
'rimipi*. 'fhanks, many, to tin* immortal gods of old 
f ireei'c for allowing me to S(*e ihmV glorious hi>nn.‘ ^ Mount 
Olympia) in such splendour, towering above to nearlv 10,000 
feet; Mount Ossa, too, with pyTam'n.Va\ Wad snow-cay^ped. 
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A I tJio entrance to tin' celebrat('d vale, whicli is a bt'auti- 
t’ully wooded defile between those two inoiinlains, and hii^h 
aloft, is an old mediiuval I'astle ; wc follow the Peneios 
as it rushes throug^h ihe gorge to the (hilf of SaJonica. 
'Phe vale throiigdioiit (about five miles) is most pictun^squr, 
with pV.me-trees, willows, clematis, and wild vines growing 
in luxuriance, high up the wild and rocky sides. It w’as 
a very hot day, and it was di^lightful on reai'hing th(‘ tar 
end to while away a few hours by the sea, from which 
th 'H' .vas a gentle l)re(‘ze. 

H(4ore sunset W(i were again nearing Larissa, \vith its 
twent) seve,n minarets giving it so oriental an appearanci*; 
several 'Turks wen? living there, mostly land-owners. I 
took the train lU'xt morniiyg ba('k t(’> V"olo. The clouds 
were ('ollecting and all tlu' mountain tops obscured ; soon 
came the rain, but my liitle run through Thessaly and to 
the northiTU frontier had btM-n most satisfactorily per- 
formed; and if Lanon Farrar and Dr. Livingstone, whom 
1 had nu't at the “Angleicrre” at Athens, Jiad not b(‘en 
exercised so much about their dragoman and lludr cook, 
they might have enjoyed the same excursion. On eiujuiiy, 
however, at Ath(?ns the following spring, I found that I 
had been the o///r travelh?r that year to tlu* northern 
frontier. 
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I ('inbarkcMl ai^ain at Volo, and alth()iii>;h the wcatlaT 
was bad, I was determined to make the mu'essary detour 
to visit Thermopylixi. 'The next evening we aneliored 
III the Buy of Lamia, and had twenty minutes’ sail to 
Stillil/a, and put up at a Xcnoilorhinn, whicii, not to 
enter inU^ details. I cannot ri'coinmend. next 

morning, liaving descended to consumi^ some eggs and 
coffee, a swarm of inliabitants crowded round me, 
examining my topee and looking over my book. At 
last, finding them t(»o odorifcrv)us, 1 became di'^gusted, 
and, mounting my chair, comiiumced an address in 
(‘inphatic Knglish witli much gesticulation ; they, not 
understanding a word, gradually disi)crs(*d, chortling 
and exclianging looks, as though they deemed me a 
maniac, and I was left in peaci*. A few Iionrs' diiv(‘ 
took me to Lamia, near Mount Olhrys ; tliere were 
several ytmng JuigUshmen here, engaged in the survey. 
'I’hc‘ hVench Iiave .an educational institution Iutc, the 
sujierintendeiit of which is the Consular-Agiail. Vlw 
day after my arrival wa.s the anniversary of the proclriina- 
lion of (jreek lndependcnc(% and was ushered in by 
the thundering of drums. All was astir, tlags I'vtTv- 
where -the French tricolour ( onspieuous ; a jirocv.ssit)!! 
was formetl, and an oration delivered in Iront of the 
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statue of a priest, who was also a general, and who had 
led a force of (ire.eks successfully against the Turks in 
1821. All was cn fete; in the evening Matthew Arnold’s 
play “ Mcrope ” was performed in French by th(i young 
ones of the institution. Next day I drove to Ther- 
inopylx'. The warm springs (^whielj the name signifies) 
are still existing. Although the sea has receded, you 
can see whiTe the wondrous fight look place, and the 
mound on which Leonidas made liis liiial stand on 
fhaliiij^ himself attacked in rear by the force which 
Kphialtes (tlu* traitor) conducted round by the mountain 
gorge, which you may follow. Of course, it is a pleasure 
to stand on the very ground ; but it may bt* seen from 
across the bay with a good glass. 

After a night on board a very small steamer, we w'ere 
again at Khalkis, wdieni they were busy in demolisliing- 
tile pictures(]U(j little \ enetian fortress on tin.* rock whicii 
divides the Kuripos into two channels, with a view to 
widening the passage for steamers. The weather was so 

bad that Thebes, 'Tanagra, and Orchomenos had to be 

‘1 

left unvisitial, and in two days more w^e were back in 
Athens. 

Next day was tlui Oreek Good hriday. At the cathe- 
dral tile form of crucifying a lay figure was carrical out, 
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and in the evening, all over the town, tlu^re were fire- 
works, ex])loding chatties, and rin.i»in^- hidls ; the |)Oj)uhu:ir 
could not n^strain their joy at the lon.^ fast boiiiir nearly 
over. On Kaster Kve eiionnoiis crowds eolharted to see 
the })roci‘ssions, and the balconies at the “ AngleUan* ” 
were, filhal with visitc^rs. 'riiousands (jf candles, in addi- 
tion to ihe electric lii^litini^, ilhiniinated the sejuare. 
l\v('ry (ireek carried a caiidlt*, priests were in all their 
glory, t)Hic(“rs t/i i^rantie ieniu, banners, d(‘ad Christs, were 
everyw luTi' ; tlu‘ ehlesl son ol the King was conspii iioi’s 
in th(‘ procession. On Kaster Sunday th(‘ri‘ wiM'e .ureat 
rejoicings. 'I'Ihtc hatl been an enormous slaughter of 
lambs ui^nelli <// />as(]tt(i)^ and great feasting was going 
on, making up for lost tim(‘. Only a few visito-s were 
to be se('n at the aftc'rnoon promenade at I’haleron : 
fecaling uas the order of the day. 

On Kaster 'Vuesdav there were highly interesting and 
tjuiti! uniiiue festivities at Megara, and it is a delightful 
little trip then" through the' Straits of Salamis. W omen 
from all parts collect then*, and perforin old naii(^nal 
danc(‘s in costume ; all the youngs unmarried girls hnve 
tiu'ir fine Jiair down, with tiieir dowries in g(^Id and silver 
attaelu'd ; frecpieiitly as many as thirty girls are linked 
cross -handed together, and 1 was tt>hl that the periormanet* 
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is a relic of th(i old Pyrrhic dance. Tlicy take about six 
paces to the riijlit, then as many to the roar, next to the 
left in similar way, at the same time sini^ing. It is all 
very effrrtivc ; the whole plain is covon'd uitli them. A 

very lew nitm danei; witli the girls, many of whom are 

very good-looking indeiul, and they an? all most earnest 
aboiC. the dance. 'rh(‘re is no noise or vulgarity, 
no nnighiiess or drunkenness whaleviu*, in the evening; 
the girls gyggled miK'li \\heiu‘vt'r I t(H:)k a snap-shot with 
111) koi.ak at a group, as they were standing at ease- I 
look twenty-two in tlie course of the day. 

rile aimnier at Athens may he said to commence at 

the middle; of A]n'il, and as the sun h.as consid(*ral)le 

power after lo o’c lock, one may spcMid many an hour at 
the highly iiitcn-estiiyg museums Dr. Schlieinanii’s line 
colU’ction will well rejiay any mnnht*r of visits. 'There 

is a Ninall museum, not often visiteil, c'alled the “ T'pi- 

gra|)hicon,” where Dr. Wilhelm fan Austrian sj)ecialist; 
has (iecipliered many v(;ry ancient inscriptions, some 
dating from dOO ILC. ; some^ of tliese art‘ hcsmlifullv 
engraved with the clearest possible letters. 'The; lint's 
are read from right lo left and left lo right alternately ; 
the punctuation is such that then; can b(‘ no possible 

mistake, a lull slot) consists of nine ilots, thus oUier 
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stops of six, tlms , others of three; the letter y 
X ; they re]>rcsenlcd nuinbers by letters, II is loo 
(heeaton), A (deea) is lo, V is 5 ; to rt^present 
th(n' wrote r (a S with a W pendant). 

I’he collection of vases in lh<*. Xational Musenm is 
very valuable. It was a great {deasun^ to attend some 
lectures delivered there by .Mr. (.'ecil Smith, tht‘ kiml 
and courti'ous In^ad of the l^ritish Seliool of Arc'hieologv. 
He explained and prov(*d that tln^ pietori.il nit is more 
ancient than that of writing, and, having made tlu' stiu^y 
a sp('('ialitv, his (explanations of the ])ictori;d sccuies from 
nxd life d(‘pi('t(*d on these* anciimt vases wen^ of the 
gre^atest inti'rest. 

In anei(‘nt times the Cirei'ks, liaving escorted tin deail, 
held a bam] net round tin* tomb, much as tlie Irish are 
given lo liolding a “wake.” I’ln* vases lekelhi; oiil ol 
whicli they haxl drunk lo the happiness of the dear 
de])arted, were placed in the toml) ; such a bamjuel wa>. 
belli annually round the mound at .MaratJion. Many of 
thesis vas(*s are found in frag'meiits, and were brokmi 
probably on purposi*, just as wij throw a glass ovm- the 
shoulder after drinking a health; it is also probable that 
they answered their purpose in the tomb, as well as it 
they had been whole, l^aiutin*^ these vasi's was ospv'eiaWy 
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a gr(‘at art, and stx'nes iVoin real life were n'presc'iiled, 
such as wc find on the walls in tombs of the l\i^yplians, 
I'rom whom the Greeks largely borrowed tlieir religious 
ideas. As a rule tluw wtTi^ not very artistic in d(‘.sign — 
why sliould they he Mr. C’ecil Smith, in one most 
int(Testing lecture, mentioned that Aristoplianes speaks 
of some man with conUmipt, as “on(‘ who painU'd lekcthi 
for the dead.” Some of tlu‘ wealthier classi‘s placed 
small terra-cotta statuetti's of ?nore or h’ss bi^autv in the 
tombs The l(‘cturer called attention to a kind of vas(' 
called a “ leuctrojjlibros,” which was j)laced in the tomb 
of an unmarried adult; in llu^ case of a girl it was 
decorated with a bridal WT(‘ath, the d(‘('i‘ased being re- 
garded as tilt? bride of death. Mvcn now, [ am informed 
by a lady from Salonica, the corpse of an unmarried girl 
is dri'ssed as a bride w’ith orange-l)lo^sorns, ct(‘. It is 
curious to observe that the convers( to this wouUl appear 
to hold g-ood ill somt^ parts of luirope ; last season, for 
instance, a poem was written called “ 'riu' Death of the 
i^acludor,” meaning his marriage! Our neighbours across 
the Channel say “ le mariage, c’est le tombeaii (ramoiir”; 
and wti even have heard of an unhajipy one, who was 
“interred in the cotijii called marriage, with the corpse 
of a dead afl'ection.” 
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are Anv places i (^ver leave with <|reater rei,^r(*t 
than Athens ; there is a pleasure.* in wandcrinj; about and 
adinirini^ the many bt\aiiieoiis links with the ilistaiit past, 
whi('h seems to i'Tow upon one — tlwrc is alwavs sonie- 
thin.^ fresh beint? discovered. In 1‘ebriiary, iSqO, a voun- 
Aim*nean, at some risk, contrived to take an impression 
<d' the nail holes by which some huters had been alVixed 
to the architrave on tin? eastern end of ilu; I’artlienon ; 
he very clevi*rly shewed what tin* huiers must have bt'cn: 
ir was an inscription shc‘\\in.ir that the jubnions old 
teinph* had b(‘en a[)propriated by “ Divus N(to," as being 
in //A honour! Having niix(‘d with the (irtM'ks daily, tliev 
seemed to nu! a good-naturi*d, easv-going, ku< 

/iii\s>z-(illtr sort of people, on all matters but po!:ti('s, 
about which thev are very keen, d'here is nothing vi'ry 
artisiii- in llu-ir tastes, and they are not given to nua^ic 
or sang, except ^wlial very inferior (h,mliUi/.s can 

give. wtuTe iliey may sit and play doininoi*s ami sinokt* 
c:..;.iivites ; they are kind to strangers :ind decjded/\ 
.'H)sj)iial)l(‘, as shall be* shewn, d’liev like lln ir King -he 
suits tlu“ni ; but they an* so intenselv rt‘publican, and so 
<h*lesl tith.-s, that lln*y will not stvie the King’s rldest 
son anything but the ihi* .siu'{ c^.sor or 

heir to the. throne i ; the voungev ones a\e s\uA\)\y 
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called the children of the King, or \in<Ti\u7r(t?r(sf. All 
lVinc(‘s and Coiiiils have to leave their titles behind 
them on st'lting foot on the mainland of (irecce. 'Vo 
shew to whiil an extent this fancy is carried, Sir Kdmiind 
Monson, our tlicn Ambassador, had been kind enoiigli 
to l(;avc a card fur me one morning at my hotel ; at 
litpunn, afterwards, a waittT brouglit it to me, saying, 
“ Mf. Mf)nson U‘ft this lor you, sir.” L said, “Sir Kdmund 
Monson, do you nn^an.^” “ \'es, sir,” said h(‘, witli a 
drprecaling smih'; “but \\r do not recogni/e tith's, sir!” 

It is, as !ias bt^ni so ofKai pointed out, most surprising 
that our scdiolars will not take th(‘ trouble to ac(|uiri* the 
j)roper pronnncialion of (iire(‘k,* to pcTsist in rt'ading or 
sjK^aking (ircck, which is not a c/(\ff/ language, as though 
it were Kngbsh, is prccisi lv as though you went over to 
Franc'c and began talking to a Kreiu'liinan about Grr 
ntr sf\f /hiss, ineajiing “ |(‘ ne sais pas”! I know a 
(hiH*k gentleman uho was present and lieard the sj)i*ech 
made at Corfu I think) by .VIr. (iladslone, at the tim(‘ 
of our ceding the Ionian islands to (ireen'c, and lie tells 
me that not one person present understood a word of 
what was said, but that wlnui they read it tln^ next nn^rn- 
ing in the papers, they said, “What a fine speech, wcnild 
that w»' could have* understood it ! ” d he proper sounding 
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of the letters is quite easy, and yet Kn<;lisli people 
persist and make an Knt*-lis]i a out of n alplia), a /» out 
of (vita), a tf out of f\ which is soundinl as a soft ///, 
an / (nit of / (iota), a hard c// out of y, which is a 
guttural, a /lo out of o, when tluu'e is no as])irate in tin* 
language; and so on. 'There is no /> in the language, so, 
in despair about iny name, tluw gave it up, and I was 
landed in (lre(‘ci‘ as o ^T/>f/7/y7riv ■ tli(‘ (leiieral ; tlanr 
onlv way ot' represtnuing our /» is bv placing a /• bi'lbre 
~, as /(TTc/io/', Hy run. 'Idi(‘ orator, at ih(‘ unveiling (d’ 
the statue* of Byron in Marc'h, iSgh, sj)ok(‘ of liiin as 
Lord) Vvronox .their being souiuhal as our 

Tin* (ireeks ('all th(uns(‘lves lIelU‘n(‘s, and their e« unlrv 
Hellas. 'Tin; ( ireek-spcaking p(H)ple of tin* h'.asrern 
Knijiire called iheiuselves R<>maioj\ while the lenn Hel- 
lenes was applitvl to tlu* aiuaimt (in'cks who adlit‘red 
to Paganism, and so I\t>miic the languagi* of the pi‘oj)le) 
w.'is distinguished froiii Hellenic' , tin* aiu'ii'nt langna.gt*;. 

'The (Jreeks are C('rtainly as hoiu’sl as iinv other 
ix^ople, and more* so than most ; in the lua/c; of islands 
between CirecxA' and Asia the inhabitants have been 
ct*rlainly noti'd in past times for their piratical (h'ings, 
and it is probabh* that these* gentry and their com- 
patriots of Smyrna, C’onstantinoph', Alexandria, etc., so 
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niaiiv of whom have left their eoiiiitry lor llieir country’s 
.i(()()d, a])|)r()xiinalt^ to wliat tin* Krtmch mean by //« 
as (U^S(:rij)live of a (htralier tP industries ratlicr lluin 
oiit‘ suns n'/>fOi'he. 'llir men li:i c a pcciiliiir littir fancy 
/or plnyiiiL^ with a string of ])ca(ls : it is called a eu///u- 
/ni^diio;.\ aiul has no signilicalion bevoml a liabit of 
keeping; llu‘ir liaiids (unphned. 'V\\cy are fond of ])ets, 
such as dogs, birds, (‘tc. I was calling at a house' in 
Athens one day, where they had a parrot which kept 
(ailing out Tra7ra-j(t\(t u'fHuos e(|uival(‘nt to “[)r(‘tlv Pollv.” 

I'hey ar? iiol allogethtT free from su|)erstitious idi.'as. 
riiere is a gentU* slope on the hill of the Nymj>hs, d<3wu 
which Noting women who lovi* their lords, but fmd that, 
from some cause' or otln'r, tlnw are unable to prest'nt 
them with a pledge of alfection, an* in the habit ol 
sliding in a. sitting-doNvii p(cstnre; it is apt to ('aus(‘ ihi'in 
a slight temj)orary inconv(*nic nce, and has worn tin* ro('k 
very smooth. They sav that this is as ellicacious as a 
siimnn'i' in Kashmir, or a hot bath at llong Kong, but 
not ctjnal to a Jitllc of lltat piilvcri/AuI stone from /a 
i^rof/e dr /ail at lyclhlclicm stirred up in a glass of 
water from the ]ordan I 

About the beginning of April is the time to start for a 
run through the Mori*a or Peloponnesus, and perhaps 
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as agiT(‘ahlo a way as any is lo takr the rail to 

Corinth, and then a six Iioiirs’ driven via X(Mii(‘a l<^ 
rar-l'am(‘d M)kt‘nx*, with its trt‘asiiries thought lo he thi‘ 
tombs of A/^^anieinnon and (.’lyteinin*stra, its Cale of 

Lions, and its citadel, whicdi must have been an iinj)re/»-- 
iiahle sironjj;ho\d. 

Xaiiplia deserves a slay of a few days at U-ast . it was 
the capital for many vears, until tlu' linn* of Kim; Otho; 
and under the X'tmcdians, who Indd it up to 1540, it was 
a slroni;ly fortified town. 'I'ln* view' from tin* summit of 
till' Palamitli is superb. It is but a short walk to the 

ruins of 'Tiryns with its C!yc'lop(‘an walls and its wonderful 
^allmies, coiislntcted of huge stones, (su’h out) overlai)|)ing 
lln^ stone below' it until they meet abo\(‘, forming a rude 
areh. It was wlum returning fnmi 'Tiryns to Xaii|)lia. on 
fool, that two (\normous and savage dogs came at me 

Irom ovtn- a wall; no hurling- stoiu's at tlnmi eonld drivt' 
tiiem olf, and I eertaiidy did not try the ])lan, recom- 
mended by some, ol si/lhr^ (hnvn ijuitily ; I yelled, aiul at 
h'Uglh a man ('aim? out from a garthm gate .tud called 
tlnmi off, but (;\en wJiile lie was speaking to im', one ol 
tin* brutes crept n’)iiud and sihmlly was making a rush 
for me. 'fhe man, who talktal Italian, tcld :ne it is 
absolutely necessary to keep tluMu, to guard tin* vine- 



5 + 


Stampers 'niroH*^h Greece. 


yards and ondiards. II(' told of tlu‘ OcM'k word 
oymi, which rarely fails lo ke<‘p a dog off, — the sole 
danger in (inhere is from the dogs, and they oft(m go 
for yon silently. In company with Mr. (Gardner, th(.‘ 
then siipi^rintundi'iit of the British School of ArclKC(.)logy, 
and his wife, I enjo\etl a drive of s(wt*n hours from 
Argos to 'Tripoli tza, wIktc, at the XentnlocJihn^ I nu;t a 
(jn‘(‘k officer, who nio^t kindly gave im* an introduction, 
wire li atterwards proved of great service. Next day a 
fine drivi* of eig\iV hours, tlirongh \hclures(pie vaheys and 
over j,ooo f(M‘t, lironghl ns lo Megaloj)olis, whine I met 
a niunher of young ('amhridge men who were studying 
and SLiperinti'iiding the exi avations, etc. — a fine tlunitri; with 
seats for ^0,000 spectators had been brought to liglit. I was 
told hen; that tlie. lirst idi-a of a theatre seems to have binm 
a eiri'ular plai o, in which the round dam e look place - 
just as representcil in Julio Romano’s (‘xijuisiti; picturi* 
ol the* “ Daiii.'e of Aj>ollo and the Muses”; this einular 
place was (’ailed the ttrehesita, and thi‘re was often an 
altar in the (xmtre ; tlu' ('liorus took part in tlie dance, 
calKsl choreitr the sp(*ctators stood or sat around, and 
thus gradually the (ireek, and aft(‘r\vards thi‘ Roman, 
tlunitri; was develojx'd. Here we met Mdme. Schlieinan’s 
brother, who is an archumlogisl under tin; (lovcwnmimt ; 
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he shewed us some {xjeuliar gold coins which they used 
to place in tlie mouths of the dead, and many other 
curiosities. 'I’lie Kenodochion (inn) here is not to be. 
recommended, in fact, it is but a khan ; the tilth was so 
outrageous lliat I coveretl mvs(‘If with carbolic soap and 
insect powdew, and tied a sack, for slee]>ing in, round my 
nec'k, and am ha])py to say that 1 escaped. With an 
exccjllent pony and an ai^o^^iat (a boy) I wimt next day 
tlirough the cornfields, followed by a good climb lo 
Karvtiena, some three.* hours off; its impia;gnable mediieval 
('astle is finely situated 2,000 feet above the si‘a. The 
whole po|)ulalion turned out to inspi'ct im*, wh(‘n 1 
entered a khan., and consumed eggs, olives, black bri*ad, 
and drinkable coft’ei*. We then j)assiMl over a spur of 
tin*. Lyk;eon, on which Rlnea, tin; sister and wife of 
Kronos, gavi; birth to /i*us . JupiU'r) himsi^lf! The way is 
very rough, and passes over high moimtaiii sloj)es, aerf)'»s 
.'hie torrents, through lovely glades, and finally over some, 
projecting ledges of rock, far bt;low which, running 
thr(.)Ugh a tremendous gorge, runs tin; river Alplieios. 
'I'he whole sci'ni*ry is grand in the extreme, and will 
well bear comparison with anything in Kuropi*. In 
torrents of rain 1 now arrived at Andritzieaa, and went 
straight to present my Irttrr ot introdiiclioii Irani the 
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(Jrrck oHiccr alliidtMl to above. ft was to the banker, 
and 1 was simply mt-ntiowu] as the Stnitrgns (mv 
naini* not being; eomprehendedV lie shook hands with 
me and wc'leonn'd me; I slu'wed him lliat I was wet 
tliroiis;b and should like to chan.Q;e. Afterwards madame 
.ind hi-r daiii>;bt(.T hroiii^dit in a larg(^ hnissi'ro, round 
whieli tliev arranged my things to dry- this was in the 
eentri‘ of the drawing-room. TJh'v all s()ok(' notliing hut 
(liv k, ; lid two hours were' tium s|)c‘nt in himling out 
f(,’* s(’)nietliing to say in mv plirase hook. At nine 
o’eha.'k, lO my gn'at (hdight, they took me in to suppm-. 
Nothing ('ouhl excauul their kind solieilud»‘ that my p’au* 
slioiild h(‘ j)ih‘d iij) and mv glass tilled -madaimj and 
her daughter .yi girl of eighteen • d(dng all lh(‘ wailing, 
in the inter'.. ds of ( aling. On a somewhat hard bed I 
slej)t ni'll, after thinking it all over, and wondming if 
tliere is anotluT lOFjniry uhere a p.issing Ir.iveller (nann' 
unknown wiuild la' ihus rei'ei\i‘d and welcomi'd. Next 
morning, at breakfast, thev had brought the wih^ of the 
selioolmaster, wlio \^as from Athens and understood 
Fremdi, to mtcrjiret for me. I i^xi)ii‘ssed my gratiliuh', 
and i‘\f)lained through lier to my kind host that 1 must 
movi' on, as 1 eouhi not think of thrusting myself on his 
kind hospiiahty for a second niglit. He answert'd that 
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li(‘ should ItNd hurt if I did so, as he wished I had hc(*ii 
ifoing to stay tor a inonili with them. Ih' tiic/i ]>r()- 
riin‘d me a p;u\de, and \\avui<]; I'oimd my 1 \n( 3 Cand^rulge 
IViends whom I had fallen in with the day before, and 
who liad slept at a wrt'tehed khan^ wtr walktul out to 
Phigaleia, where we visited the grand old 'nnnpli* (d' 
A])t*llo, at Ihissae, a (h'solate glade near the summit of a 
moiiiiiain of 4,000 fe(‘t. In a w'ild and most deserted 
legion, whi're* eviwv tree appears to be dead, is the most 
im[)ressivi‘ old Doric: temjile to the grc‘at Sun (lod, 
who was here worshipped as the gc’xl of hcralth. It is 
small wonder that the Sun (iod was the favourite deity, 
worshipped by all, of old. All that man re(jiiin*s app(‘ars 
depi'iidi'iit on the sun : there would be no grass in the 
lields, no cc'jal in the mine, snow on the Himalayas, or 
\vat(‘r in Niagar^a, were it not for the gn.‘al «>rb of ilay. 
'I here is “simsliine stored evcw}wheri\” 'ri*rrible earth- 
vjuakes here have' left tlieir marks by dislocating some 
ol the; columns. In the inn<-r part of tin; temph; is 
some fine Ionic architecture'; imthing I have seen c.ould 
b(‘ more impressive than the sihmt idoqueiue ol ihesi' 
aiicicmt remains, with tin ir weird but harmonious sur- 
roundings. (.)n a magnilicemt altar- stone in llu' t/>is/ini>n 
\vc‘ made a gc^od dijtiinti\ and drank to the health ol 
the good god and all tin* muses. 
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Haviii[^ been again most hos[)itably treated by my 
kind Grc(*k host, at whose house 1 remained another 
night, 1 arose at four a.m., diseliarged my — who 

suddenly bad dlseovered ibal be bad a \)ad toot --)omcd 
my two friends, and with good horses starU^d for a long 
iwelvi; hours’ marcli to Olympia. It was a sphuidid 
morning as w(j wound over the mountain slopes for 
miles, till we n'aclied a truly Arc adian vale, with copious 
slremns, and rich with llowcirs, and musical with the 
songs of the (*arly birds. We passed several mountain 
villages till we reac'Iied Gr(‘kH, near which wo break- 
fastc'd uiuier a linci sycamore, whose dcdicious shade we 
appreciatcnl, as thi^ sun’s hc.‘at had bc'en very grc^it ; I.ucas, 
my friends’ dragoman, was proved an e.xcelhmt c'aterer and 
cook; then ('ami' a lit(h‘ tobacco and oh'um cum iii^nitiite; 
but wi‘ had many :i rough mile! bed'ore us over mountain 
passes and slo|)es, and it was necessary, said the dragoman, 
to (MOSS th(‘ Alplieios ( separating ilu‘ beautilul Arcadia from 
VA\^) belong tiic; g(jd of day dc'seended. (hi wards we 
went for several hours, climbing over rocks and slojies, 
and wading streams ; tbe, (.'iicouraged one 

another by singing, or rathc*r droning (because no (i reeks 
sing, or have! tluj faintest ear for music), and its 
monotemy bi'cauu*. wearisenne in tbe extreme. 'I'bc' day 
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was (Icc'lining, ami the classic Alpheios lav beton* us 
greatly sw()IJ('ti by I he heavy rains; the cnrr<*nt was 
rapid, and, after (‘xamining th(' fo?*d, wc d(‘terinined that 
whal was said to \k* two feel, might \wovi‘ four or live. 
Wi‘ decided to go tlireci or four miles dcnvn sln‘ain and 
y('ll “ barka ! barka ! At last a sort of old ])unt was 
tooled across; my pony went up to tlie j)unt, and, lad»‘n 
as lie was with m(‘ and my valisi‘, (‘tc., etc., tin* active 
little animal gave a great jilungi*, une\peet(*(i i)y iiu*, as 
I had been int(‘nding to st(*j> from Iiini into tin* punt , 
he ('k‘ared tlu^ side and we went safel} board, and 
my topee* went o(V on the* oilu‘r side* safely f> 7 'u board, 
from the j(uk. It was a long business getting all across, 
aiul we did not r(‘a(di Olympia, or rallu'r Drouva above 
it;, till S.30, a long dav’s journey. 

'The whole of thi' lU'Xl day and the following were 

V 

spent in exploring the most interesting remains; no oiu 
‘•onld (‘ver forg(‘t iln' Tt'inple ot /( iis, eartli(|iiake-l(nn, 
Avilh its grand columns of more liian seven leet diameter 
iAvei thrown — ilu' whole temple w'as built ol a stone 
<'alled “poros,” entirelv composed of marim* slu'lls. 'I'hf* 
celebrattMl Hermes, the masterpiece* of iVaxit<‘les, is in 
the museum iu're ; this b(*aiuifiil statue, which stood in 
the I'emple of Hera, was upset \)y an earth^nake in llu* 
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('(Mitury, and n-mairn'd lyini^ fact* downwards and 
with ])oth arms and h^i^s hroktai, in thi' sands of tlu^ 
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Alphfios wliicli oltcii ovrrilows its banks — until 1875, 
wh.-n tiu' (Jcrniaii.s broii.irlit thrsc spli-nclicl remains to 
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li^ht ; the h(‘ail was iiniiijun‘d, and the exciuisitc i'acc, 
the v(^ry liighcst type of ancient (ircek heaiily, had not 
cvcni a scratcli upon it, alter 1,400 \cars. 

'riie traveller should eiuU'avour to visit ()lMn[)ia in 
April, when the red anemones add greatly to llu* pic- 
luresciue appearance of the grand old ruins. 

I revisited (iri‘ece in iSn(), the year of tlu? (Jlyiupic 
games, and certainly Ailnuis, to one who thoroughly 
ajipreciates it, was not at it.^ hiist; the crowil was too 
great, and hotel-keepers, by way of welcoming llieir 
guests, rais(‘(l ilieir chargees to thirty francs a day. rin^ 
Koyal Family had ail taken great interest in the Olvmpic, 
(jVf more correctly, tiie I\‘inaihenaic gaiiu‘s, and a liiu^ 
statue liad been (‘reeled t(^ .Mr. Av('ros, iln^ patriotic 
Gri'ek living at Ahexandria, who had presented 1,000,000 frs. 
to providii seats for 70,000 peoph‘ in tln^ Stadion. It 
was certaiidy a\ w(jnderl'ul sight on tluj g'r(‘at day wlnui 
the victor id' the .Marathon race ran in, and ime of the 
Frinces, in a lit of enthusiasm, ran by his side to ih.e foot 
of the throne at tin' far end of llu; Stadion; it was 
witnessed by 100,000 people, whose frantic delight knew 
no bounds; a tailor ollered lo supj)ly tln^ victor lor a 
yt*ar, a milkmaid said he should liave milk gratis tor tin* 
sann' time', and a tieiitisl, dt'tcrmined not lo !)«' outdone 



62 


SfiWipers 'rinvugh Grtrce. 


in gcnt'ro.sity, olTcTud to extract his tcctli gratis for the 
reniaiiulcr of his natural life. Ihit it was indeed a 
pleasure to get away from tin* turmoil, and the more 
especially to an Englishman who felt that his own 
country was not })roperly represented at the games, which 
took place at a time when none* of our University athk'tes, 
for instance, could possibly he present. 

All visitors to (in'ct'e should see Delphi; hut should 
not necessarily select the Holy Wei^k, as 1 did, for paying 
the Msit. Jt is a (harming little trip from Corinth to 
lt( a, the j)ort for Salona and Delphi. Nt'aring tlie Ikiv of 
Krissa, ati American lady, uho with Ikt husband was 
making a rapid run round, nunarloal to tin* Captain, 
“Well, I'aptain, 1 guess we ought soon to see Vh^suvius, 
now — I nu'an to say, Parnassus.” d'he landlord of the 
only Xi'fiodoc/iiOfi at Itcn will U'll you I'rniiklv that In: cun 
give you only (\ggs, bread, and vegetables for dinner, and 
that, as the Creeks belit^ve in fasting, he cannot kill the 
sh('ep, the calf, or th(i //o/ for you alone ! hVom Itea it 
is a (hrlightfiil ride of three houjjs through the rich \'ale 
of Krissa, whii'h was so frequently a bone of contention 
in ancient timt^s, and then an ascent to Nea Dtdphi 
(Castri^, wliich is 2,000 feet ahov(‘ the sea. 'J'he sacred 
spring, the Castalian fountain, from whicli pilgrims 
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sprinkled themselves before ronsiilting tin: rclrhrntrd 
oracle;, is now sacrtul only to the Idnnr/insfNst's ; ihc walk 
aloiif^ the Fta Sacni is most impressive, and oik' i^ets an 
idea of the ina^nincemt discoveries inadi* ihc're hv tlie 
fVench scdiool, at the head ed' which wiis !\lons. Ifomolle. 
Ilavinp^ staye‘d the ni.u:ht at Ttea, tin* port for Didphi. I 
wilnt'ssed next day from the' hotel v»‘raiidah tlu‘ arrival 
of about 250 French tourists; to carry them up to I)i‘l})hi 
everv (juadruped in the t'ountry for miles around liad 
Ix'cn l)espokt‘n. It was a sight for th(‘ Sun (iod and 
the Mus(‘s to se(' the women, who wena* r([iial in nuin!)er 
to tile iiKMi, as lh(‘V inount<;d tli(‘ ponii's, donkeys, and 
muh;s ; many of tlnun scrambled up over the tails ol th(‘ 
animals, and, sitting astrid(\ amid shrieks of laughU'r, 
the goodly company started for the shrine of Ajiollo. 


AlJiriASPEr./HOX, 

OK 

TlUi MAIDEN’S MONASrEKV. 

I\ tJu' mountains of llu; IVdoponnesus, thousands ot 
fei't above tlu; s('a, is a wild region, in which th<‘ small 
village of Ga/ti/iC (now called /achlbrou) nestles in a 
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baiikeil abovi* llii‘ classic stream h'rasimos, which 
ra|>iiily wends its way throui^h grand and ever- varying 
s(H*m‘rv, now bounding throiigb cliasms of awful depth, 
and now comparativi'ly gliding through vah‘s res])ltmilent 
with wihl llowers, until it finally mingles itsi*lf with the 
waters (d the (iulf of ("orinth. d'his Galatie was tlu^ 
home of th(‘ geiith* sh(‘|)herdess hhiphrosyne, \vho, one 
summit’s (lav, sonic r,soo years ago, happ«‘n(‘d to be 
wandi riuL on the high ground far above her mountain 
bonu' ; maybi? she was in S(‘arch of a lost shi'c]), or 
possibly in hopes (d* me(.‘ting‘ that handsome sh(‘phiird 
friend of Ikts, Gorydon. f.ed doubtl(‘ss by sonu' good 
s]>irit, or piThaps simply to avoid tln‘ mid-day heal, 
luiplirosyiH* eventually enltnanl a huge sppliron (eavi; 
yawning at the fool of a Inniunulous and frowning cliff, 
and, in its wtdeome shrtde, was soon owreonu' bv Xature’s 
sw'cel restoriM'. Sin' slept for hours, and. being a 
thoroughly munial and essiuitially feminiiu? young woman, 
most naturally she dreamt of him who was never long 
absent from her mental vision; but at length — “A 
< hange ('ame o’er the spirit of h(‘r dream -a pair of 
wings appeared t(j pnict^ed from the shoulders of Corv- 
don. and as she awoke she si^emed awar(‘- of an angid 
l)eside h<!r, pointing towarils the interior of the cave ; 
the angel immediately vanished. 
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When fully aiv.'ikr she felt impelled to peer into tli<* 
depths — dark, profound, inysterious- of this fearful cavern; 
advanciiifj^, at huigth she perceived in its recesst s a faint 
^-limmeriiif^ light, on approaching which, to her aston- 
ished gaze, an excpiisite picture ])res(‘nt(*d itself of th(‘ 
Panagia. 'I'liis was not a pic'ture. of tlie good god I’aii; 
h(i hud had his day, and a vi,‘ry good day it s{‘(uns to 
iiave -he had now (piite gone out of fashion, and 

had been reh'galed to tlu; (!ver-intTeasing Umbo of worn- 
out d('iii(‘S. Panagia means literally tlu* “all holy,” and 
is an t‘pilhet aj)plied to the X’irgin ; and, ihroui^hout 
(jrcii'ce, to />u/inrs of the kVrg/V/ aud ('hild. ( tverconu^ 
with revercMitial awe, Kuphrosyiu* fell on her kiua's, and, 
having said a long praytir, kissed tlu* .ground— a cold 
substitute for tlu; “ formosum pastor t'orydon” — and 
having regained tjie mouth of the s/hlit'oii, toiind it was 
night and the gentle I.una high in ihr. heavens. lyv 
this li(?avenly light slu^ found her way, and, «*scaj)ing all 
tlu* |)(‘rils of tlie preci|)itoiis paths, preseiiti'd hers<‘lt at 
honu* to tin; respecUal authors of her being. To them 
her wondrous tale scemeil just a little bit shaky ; the 
old couple had often heard of lost sheep be lore, and 
thev riu'alled to mind mort: than one .sad instance ol a 
ni.ii(h‘n who, when in cpiest of a stray shec‘]>, hail gone 
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astray herself, and lost that which a maiden should value 
as a ])carl bt\yoiHl /)rice ; besides, thoy had often 
cautioned V'.uphrosyne against wandering too far with 
the sprightly Corvdon. However, cs/ 7'cr/A/x et 

pfiCvaltbil, and so, having thought it widl over, it was 
de(‘med advisable to confide the matter to some holy 
men in the neighbourhood. They proct‘(*ded to the 

spclu'on. and having (h‘voutly jiaid nnantmee to the 

Paniiifia picture, and tlndr (‘motions being at leiigih 
o'viu’coimj, tlu^y were! coiiviiiC(*d by th(‘ir iniuT conscious- 
ness thai, it was no less than a masterpii‘ce by St. Taike. 
'riie cave became a very holy spot and the resort of 
pilgrims; a miraculous spring of water came forth, which 
Hows to this day from tlu‘ mountain-side into a silver 

vessel in the very heart of the monastery, which, in due 

course, came to bi* erected to “the (llory of (lod and 
tlie Paii.'igia,” and in memory of the sainted Kuphrosyiie. 
Such is the true history of the origin of tJie Megas])el:eon 
Monasterv. 

Now, in previous visits to Hellas, 1 had heard of this 
rarely-visited monastic establishment, but had never met 
anyone who had explored it. A young (ireek, talking in 
English, had told me ; “ It is of many hours a climb 
most fatiguing, but beautiful ; and when the monkies 
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[plural of Monk! shall see you cominqr np^ thi'v shall 
all run (iowii to iiiccl you.” 

'This account dctcrmiiual me, and, in March, 

one glorious day, I liTt C’orinth by the railway along tin* 
beautiful gulf; I didraiiual at Diaknfto, wluue thev have 
a lunic'ular railway now, transporting the traveller — in 
two seiisi‘s — along tlu; splendid ascent to Zachlnrou .'above 
mentioned). After crossing a plain, thick with aiun-n', 
olive tre('S, the train enters a gorge — dark, weird, and 
desolate— through which runs tlui Krinneos, a rapid 
mountain torrent, evidently from the snows: the loi'tv 
sides are of igneous rocks of every shade of khaki, and 
mountains entindy of congdomiTatt^, from whic h cmormoiis 
boulders ar<.* d(*taelied, in wild confusion here and th(‘?«\ 
as though the 'I’itans had held strife here. Som(*tinc ^ 
the sidt^s of the nK’ine are perpendicular, and them they 
receilc* and \\c traviTse beautiful glades, rich witli wil<: 
Ihnvers and shrubs ; wc pass hug^cj ch'fts with the stream 
ilumdc'ring hundreds of feet below the lim*, which 
occasionally lies close to the edgi' ; \vr. see dark and 
awful-hooking caverns in the nujuntaiii side, which 
demons might select for their abodes oiu' 1 noticed 
with a mim\)er of stalactites and stalagmites a\)\)arcmtly 
of liiiU‘stone. 'I’he scenery increases in grandeur as we 
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advance, and tlie snow is lying in the cracks and 
(:r(‘vi(cs around; from a cutting through the rock we 
emerge on the sid(^ of a tremendous preci[)ice with the 
roaring torrent below, and ])roceed under a huge mass 
of over-hanging rock of many thousands of tons, 
remirding nn* of tin? Bratlandsdal in Norway ; around 
are waterfalls of every fantastic formation, rushing to 
swell the torrent below; the ih.‘x and Scotch fir are tlui 
chief tre('S about, springing at all heights from the 
perpendiiailar sidi's of the clitTs; 1 thought tin* slupeu- 
dously grand scenery superior in its variety to that of 
the St. fiotliard or the \h‘a Main. h'or two Jiours the 
(‘ngin(‘ toilsonK'lv profn^Is our one (Virriage of four row- 
partments upwards through all this magniliccmt scenery, 
ere we halt to refresh our iron horse from a small fall 
beside tlie line ; liere we get down, and adriiin* a fine 
vista of tin; snows bt^yond. If the good (dd gods have 
bwsaken tln*se. ri*,g\ous, certainly the nymphs are ably 
lapresented by swe*et Kcho, who rapturouslv replied, 
ev(‘n to our shrill and unmusical whistle, as we 
proefed(“d. A few miU‘s morci of ascimt and we 
reach Zachluiou the home of luiphrosyne ' ; it is 
a ])()or scattered mountain village;, on the steep 
slopes of the mountain hollow. Nc; muhiro appearing 
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in response to our shouts across llie vah‘, «'i wiki, 

unkempt - ](jokini^ individual with very lon^- liair, sur- 
m(.)unted In' a senii-fcclesiastic'ally sha])ed hat, shonldfreil 
rny valise*, t'tc., and our ste^ep ascent on foot ('oimnen(:(‘d - 
we wen* on a k‘vel with the^ snows, and the pure 

ex'liilaratin.i? mountain air made* the cliinh a pleasure. 
Afti'r about an hour, a turninj^ of the path hrouKht into 
vi(‘w what in the distance appeared to he a number of small 
houses of difft!r( nt colours, built in thret* or four tiers 
om; over the other, and all clini^ini^ to tin* siik* of a 

v(‘ry lolty piTpendicular rock; a zig-'/ag ])ath throui;h 
terraces of ('ultivated land, with h(*rc ami th(;rt^ evpress- 
tn‘(*s reminders of the hated 'I'lirk- -brought us in front 
of iSfe^^aKfH'heon. I es[)Ui(l the a^Oi^iat^ who had very 
tiiou^htfully availed himsidf of a short cut, signalling to 
me to procc-ed uj) some stej)s, at the top of which tin* 

V 

Xenodin hos : ilur giK’st-nMadver) met me, and shew(‘d me 
tv') the room ap\)ortioned to travellers, conlaiuing five 
hevls, fivt; cliairs, one table, and one small looking-gla.ss. 
In a minute or two a monk came, ami, shaking hands, 
most cordialU weh'omed im*, and, s})eaking of I'ourse 
nothing hut (Ireek, escorted me to the main t'litrance. 
Then*, in front of the fine iron gates eiglit inches in 
thickness, with a Panai:^ui (\ irgin ami Chikl), saints and 
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inscriptions around, sat the Holy Trinity, coinpo>e(I of 
the I/egflNtfinios (tlie Abbot) and the two Syf?iboloi\ all of 
whom most courteously acknowledged my salute, as my 
guide and I entered the portals. VVe ascended to a 
gallery leading to a semi-circular with a dome 

and columns, decorated with pictures of Martyrdoms of 
Saints ; from this, towards the front of the building, 
projected the (|uaint belfry with three bells; towards the 
speh. nn vere two very beautifully worked l)rass doors, but 
these were closed to me, as yei\ further along the gallery 
I was taken to the sacred spring (Muphrosyn(‘’s), and 
tasted ihe <‘xcellent water from the rock ; thence F 
descended to the cellars, for thevse holy men fully 
appreciate tlui krassi (wine), even in T.ent- it btdng a 
vc'^e table proiluet ; further, in the intima penetralia of the 
cav(% was tin* kitchen, a veritable inferno — dark, damj), 
and, like rln^ bowarehi-khana (the cook-hoiist*) in Fndia, 
not to be too curiously enquired into ! Hy way of a 
litthi variety in the entertainment, my kind host now led 
me outside to a little chapel^ w'ell removtnl from the 
Monastery, in which are most artistically arranged all 
the skulls and bones of the. monks ; as their space is 
limited, it Nvas explained to me that a dead monk is not 
allowed to rest too long in his grave, but is dug up 
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after a f(‘w years, to mak(‘ room lor anotluT ; oi' course 
it is all the same to him, and no monk has ever been 
known to raise any objection, even when raised him- 
self! perhaps rei.wdini*; the j^erformonce as a little 
rehearsal for the final resurrection— quitn sabe f 

I was next taken back to the gallery, where the flegou- 
mhios himself met me, and opened the u'lniln 7rv\i/ [oraia 
pvlcy beautiful gates) leading to the Temphu" and the 
“ Holy of Holies.” Here 1 was shown a wonderful 
likcmess of St. Luke, and the miraculous picture bv that 
C(‘lebratcd artist, of the “ Pana^iaT many Ix'uutifully 
illuminated books of the fourteenth century, a jewidh tl mitra 
which was worn by the Metropolitan of the time, and th(' 
virry curious and much-prized finnan signed bv the 
Sultan of 'rurkey, ordering his subjects, during the 
troublous times for (]n’(‘ce t'arly in the ctuitury, to pro- 

V ^ . 

tect tin* Monastery of Megasjx'heon. 1 have been told 
by Oreeks, that they ascribe the |)reservation, during the 
'rurkish occupation, of most of the religious jiracticc's 
and rites of their Cdiurch — if not of their religion itself 
— to the monks, and chielly to those of Megaspelx'on. 
Having emtered my name in a book kept by the Ilti^on- 
minos, and, in answer to his question, told liim I was a 
“ Prote.stant Christian,” I left him for a walk up the 
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mountain. Wc jjassiid the peripateikon (promenade), 
wliere several holy men were strolling. At the summit 
is a v(*ry grand panorama ; my guide pointed out the 
snow-clad Krimanthos and Chelmos, below which is the 
deep ravine of the Styx. We lookeil down on the valley 
of Kal'ivrita and llagia Lavra, where the (Ireek monks 
in\furl(‘d the banner against the Turks. 

As we descended to the Monastery the cold was great, 
and in} host suggtistcil dinner; lie himselt brought in 
and laid the cloth, etc., and h‘ft it only for the Xefio- 
(I'khns to bring in the dishes. 'I'lie repast would not 
be considered sumptuous, mine consisting of thnic 
fri(‘d i*ggs, bread, and olivi^s, and my host eating simply a 
soup ])late of cabbage in some kind of sauce, and bread ; a 
large bottle of krassi was not forgotten. Let, therefore, 
the (‘picurt?, the gourmet, and the gastronomic filibustiT 
lake baskets of good things with them, or keej) aw.iy from 
Megaspeheon in Lent. Dur ng our repast my host pro- 
duced a small poIii^/ossi\ in live languagt's, all in the (ireek 
cJiaracters ; it was a help to our conversation to a l ertain 
extent, but as //a/w was spelt and (/oor was itrir/) (theni 
being no // or in the language), it bei:ame tedious. My 
kind host himself brought in my bedding, consisting only 

The Cl rook A ( delta) is pronounced like our th in the. 
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of a thick resai — his reason bcnng that thi^ Xenodnehns was 
too })alpably not one who placed cleanliness next to 
godliness— and left me earl)’. Tin; night was v<tv cold ; 
at 3 a.m. a \cry restless rooster, who with his harem 
resided beneath my room— a]i])roving of that excellent 
rule, dilnrtilo sitrgere saluherrinium /.s7” — must needs lake 
time by thi^ forelock and lustily commcmce salutation to 
th(^ morn. Now, i^ven the convent bells did not begin 
till + a.m. 'I'hcre is a way to prevent a rooster from 
thus asserting himself : a line wire is run along ovtir tlui 
perch, parallel to it and at such a height above it that 
when the rooster stamls up, as necessarily he must, to 
crow, he catches his head against th(‘ wire and topples 
over ; the hens become so irate with him for thus 
clumsily disturbing the perch, that at length he gives 
n|) the attempt ^until it is daybreak, ainl lh(‘y all dis- 
mount — try this j)laii ! At length the grc'at gud of day 
proclaimed himself, and, an hour after, my thoughtful host 
l)rought in for me eggs and wine, bread and colfee, alter 
which I received a farewell visit from one ol the Svm- 
holoi, a very line handsome man, as many of them are, 
and ill the prime of lifii ; he objected to my olh'ring 
])ayrnimt, according to rule and custom, for my eiiier- 
tainment, and diil not like my placing it — a small sum 
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of ten drachmas— on the table when I departed, as I 
soon did, after most kindly farewells. 

These monks, about 150 in number, belong to the 
order called fdiorrythmic, />., each monk has a plot of 
grounil, and to a great extent supports himself; many of 
them are fine handsome men with much dignity of 
carriages Ladies are welcomed to the Monastery, but 
have to sleep in a small house oulsitle ; it is not that 
tlui jiioiiKs are deficient in gallantry and politeness, and 
it is not the presence of ladies they fear, but th(^ male 
lifiy^ue (si.andal). My visit to Mi^gaspt'keon had j)leased 
me greatly; i)erhaj)s all tlu* more from its being so randy 
visited, and, as 1 rapidly descended to Zachlorou, I 
thanked the good gods from my heart that 1 had not 
been destined for a monk ; and, in fact, felt ctTtain that 
if the Rumenides had offered me my choice in th(' 
matter, I should have elected in preferenct* to have bemi 
a monkey. 
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RAMBLES TN TTIE PENTNSUf.A. 


CHAPTER I. 

A RUIV THROUGH PORTUGAL. 

If one were r(?guljitetl by llu* well-intended advice and 
relb'ctions of many excellent stay-at-liom(‘ pi'ople, T am 
afraid oiu'’s travels would be circumscribed indeed, and 
restri('ted to very beaU-n (nicks. Xol so loii^i,^ aL^<>, e 
Portuj^iiese oOb’er I'Serpa Pinto by nami*) had hi'cn makiiii^ 
himself c(>nspicii(^us and rather objectionable, l)v his elYorls 
ilistinguish himsvdf for the benelit of his coiiiitrv in 
the Portuguese possessions in Africa; his slightly high- 
handial conduct had gained him creilit in his own country, 
but was viewed with disapproval in h'.ngland, and it was 
.supposed that our countrymen were not (‘xactly weh'()inetl 
in Portugal. 1 had just been planning a rather i-xtendcd 
trip in tlu; Peninsula, so, having been dul\ warned and 
cautioned by some friends against venturing to any out- 
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of-thc-way parts of Portujjal especially — in fact, against 
going out of Lisbon — I started one evening early in 
February in a fine steamer from Southamj)ton ; dense 
fogs prt'vailed th*at night in the Chaniu‘1, but after 
touching at Cherbourg it l)ccame clearer ; we gave 
Ushant a wide berth, and next morning found us bound- 
ing along in the much-vexed Bay. We had al)()ut thirty 
passengers, mostly bound for Pernambuco and the “Plate,” 
but there was too much rain and mist for tlie passage to 
be agreeable' ; the Atlantic was in a great state of agita- 
tion ; huge rollers met our starboard bows, and we 
pit('hed, rolled, heaved, and tossed most gaily. In about 
forty-eight hours from starting mi were again in a dense 
fog olT Vigo, carefully taking soundings and slowly enter- 
ing its beautiful bay, where we remained for tlie night ; 
next day, the h^g being denser than ever, we cn'pt slowly 
southwards, to the hideous accompaniment of deafening 
fog-signals, two or three per minute ; this through the 
whole day and the next night c<;jntinu(;d, bec ause we were 
immediately in the line of so many vi.‘ssels, and there was 
much danger of collisions. At about 2 a.m. several of 
us were sitting in the smoking saloon, as the incessant 
trumpeting rendered sleep impossibles ; the ship was 
stationary, and the fog so thick that nothing was dis- 
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cerniblo at ten yards from us ; suddenly we heard a 
tremendous commotion in the water. On rushing out to 
ascertain the cause, we found that we wen* going full 
speed astern, and could just descry a huge dark muss 
passing at right angles across our bows ; had we remained 
stationary this vessel must have run into us, and this 
veracious story perhaps nevt*r have Ix^en written. Our 
captain was for thirty-six liours on the bridge, and !iad a 
far mori' anxious time than a gale of wiiul would t;v(*r 
have caused him. At about 6 p.ni. the next day a breeze 
sprang up and dissipated tin* fog; the lighthouse eaine 
in sight, we sleami;d into tlu^ 'Tagus, and soon forgot nil 
annoyances in admiration of — “ What beauties does 
Lisbon now unfold”; enthroned on Ikt seven hills sIh^ 
has a sit(' surpassed only by that of Constantinople. 'The 
sun’s h(^at was such that we had to use umbrellas, and 
that on f'ebruary loth. 'There is much to explore* in 
Lisbon, wdiich ])oasts many fine buildings and s(|uarrs : 
the Avenida (aveniK*) is one of the handsom(*st promen- 
ades in Kurope, and presents a very gay appearam.c' ; all 
the beauty of Idsbon is to be seen there; many j)roud- 
looking athalleros on .still prouder-looking sleetls — mostly 
barbs— stepping in a manner that w’ould rejoice the heart 
of a Bengali baboo. 'Their Majestic^s often drive there, 
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and the Kinij impresses one by thit rotundity of his face 
and form, as tloes tlie Queen by her elegance and 
gracious presen('(\ I\nhaps the finest panoramic view of 
Lisl)on is from tluj gallery round the dome of tln^ Church 
of llie Kstrella, at the summit of one of the highest hills 
on which Lisbon is built. At tln^ chapel of St. [can 
Haj)tiste in the C'hurch of St. Ro(|iie are three splendid 
picture's in mosaic, taken from designs by M. Angelo, 
(hiido, and Raffael. 

About I wo miles down the rivc-r at Belem nh'thh'hern) 
is tli(‘ Real Casa Bia, a cliaritable religious house which 
was the monasU'ry of the monks of St. Iliironimo 
(Joroim*) ; the architecture, espi'cially in the cloisters, is 
v(,‘rv ornate and pleasing, ami a visit then' is most inter- 
esting ; it is under the spe<'ial patronage of the (^ueen, 
who often visits it. In the (hurch attached to it are 
thn*e bo.ves containing tiie remains of C^amoens, Vasco 
d(‘ Cania, and ()ueen (’atharine of Braganza (the consort 
of Charh.'s II.); the la.st is in an ohl box not four fet't 
in length, k('pt behind a dirty rag^ doing duty for a cur- 
tain, which the sacri.stan draws aside to impress the 
travelling Englishman ! All tlie Kings and Queens of 
the Mouse of Braganza, except our ('atharine, are em- 
balmed and k(*pL in handsome cases in the Church of 
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San N'^icente on the summit of a hill beyond the Cas- 
tcllo. 1 found a very comfortable hotel (Hotel Durand) 
kept by an Englishwoman of that name, in the lVa(;a 
Camoes, but perhaps the “Braganza” would be the one to 
recommend for a long stay; the “Avenida” Hotel is a 
splendid building, furnished by Maple — the duty alone 
on the furniture amounted to 10,000. I have found 
th(^ Portugues(^ a good-natured and obliging peo])le‘ ]:)er- 
haps — lik(' our nearest neighbours — too lavish of their 
promises : they vary considerably in their ideas of refine- 
ment. Like in all priest-ridden countries, there is vile 
cruelty to animals ; one of the favourite amusements in 
the back slums is to dip an unfortunate rat in petroleum 
and set light to it, when old and young sit round and 
explode with laughter at the contortions of the poor 
animal writhing in torture. The money is, of c ourse, all 
paper, and appears puzzling at first, but is not so; the 
dollar or milreis (1,000 reis) is ecjual to 5 francs. The 
first time 1 visited Lisbon I received 5,500 reis for a 
sovereign, and, a few years after, 6,420 — according to the 
difference in exchange. 

Tiianks to the kindness and politeness of my friend, 
Mr. Cowper, the British Consul, who introduced me 
to several Portuguese gentlemen who had travelled 
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about and knew their country, I received information 
which enabled me to visit many places north and 
south, of great interest. Firstly came ("intra, the 
“glorious Kden’* of Byron, about fourtc^en miles from 
Lisbon ; the (devation of the little town is 2,000 feet ; T 
hav(‘. frequently visited it about the middle of February, 
and consider it, with its surroundings, the most beautiful 
spot in Europe ; in th(j exquisite valleys ])(*tween the 
spurs of the mountain, we find in February all the pretty 
^♦'ild flowers which elsewhere are appearing in A|)ril ; w(^ 
have here the crocus, mesembryanthemum, oxalis, peri- 
winkle, violets, narcissus and countless others ; the acacia 
and mimosa are in full flower, likewise the peach and 
the plum trees ; magnolias, rliododendrons, anti azaleas 
are all in bloom. In every direction there are quintas 
(country houses) with lovely gardens, through whicli are 
running copious streams of water with numerous tanks 
filled with goldfish ; one quinta (called “ Penja verde '’) 
was the home of the great navigator and ruler of Portu- 
guese India, Jaon da Castro ; ^t is to let and its grounds 
are utterly neglected; however, it is a veritable wilder- 
ness of beauty ; in the garden is a path leading to a 
belveder, and passing between two columns, on which 
are slabs with inscriptions in Sanscrit or Pali, brought 
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home doubtless by Dii Custro ; in th(‘ ceiUn* of the 
heh'eder is a tomb iMiclosiiiij; tlie htiart of the hero ; from 
this s[)()t is an exciuisiti^ view of tin.* couiUrx' for miles, 
siopiiio- gradually to tiu‘ sea. 'There are m.iuy other 
quintas similarly iieglecUid or handed over to iiaUire, 
which we i)ass on our way to Sir Francis C’ook’s most 
beautiful domain of Montserrat, which formerly belonged 
to Mr. Jieckford (.)f“Vathek” fame; in th(.‘se grounds 
are all kinds of tro|)icai plants and llowers, gn v\ing in 
the utmost luxuriance ; the flowering tre(.‘s, the irci* 
ferns and the (extreme riednu'ss of thi^ vegidation bring 
to one’s mind all that is most b(‘antiful in Kashmir or 
Trinidad; natun; and art seem to combine with a most 
di*licious climate to form an earthly parailise ind'.aid ; 
tlu^ owner only occasionally visits it, but tiie ('lt^v(*r 
t'ssays by ins charming and accom])lished wife are sold 
to visitors for the' benefit of the poor of Cintra. 

Cintra is a verv favourite winter n^sort with those who 
know it and have learnt to appre(‘iate its rare l.ie:iiitie>. 
and exceptionally delicious climate, and who do not 
associat(‘ enjoyment with crowds of ’Arrii's. aiul nois(‘, 
rowdyism and vulgarity. Lawrence’s Hotel can be well 
recommended ; I met there an l^.nglish general <^an old 
<;3rd oflicer), who was very fond of wintering in the 
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sunny south, hut did not readily accjuire modern 
languages, so — having always kept up his Latin — he 
practised it with success on the natives of Italy, Sjiain, 
and Portugal ; Ik? told me of a young man who thought 
he would also try the elTect of his limit(‘d slock of 
T.atin at a hotel where' the landlady spoke no language 
but h<‘r own (Spanish) ; tlie young man had mad(‘ 
arrangements for an excursion to last a few days, in the 
neighbourhood, so, when consigning his luggage to the 
care of his landlady previous to di'parture, a Viap\>y 
thought struck him, and he said to her interrogatively, 
and pointing to his portmanteau : — 

“ Lr, — rc(juiescat in pace?” 

“ Si, si, sehor,” she ret)lied. 

“ Adios, sehora, er,— resurgam,” said he, and departed. 

W’e tlrove one day to Cas('aes, a little seaside resort 
of the iV)rluguese, near the base of tin? ///(fssi/ oi ('intra, 
and had dejmmr over the boca d' I tifernv— w. i\anK‘ given 
to a very curious hollow, int(^ which the sea rushes and 
dashes upwards through the «f)pening on the land side 
with a tri'iiKUidous roar. 

All visit the C'iiitra Palace, if it is only to s('(‘ the 
room in w'hi('h the amorous King Joao J. w^as caught in 
the act of kissing one of th(? Qui.-en’s maids of honour, 
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when he remarked it was “ Por hem ” (meaning with good 
intent, no harm done). There was so much chattering 
about it at the Court that the King directed that the 
room should be paint(‘d all over with magpi(‘s, each 
bearing a scroll in its mouth, with the words “ Por hemP 
The crowning glory of Cintra, however, is the Pena 
Palacio, on the highest point of the mountain ; the view 
is unsurpassed ; from the summit of the dome you view 
a glorious panorama, with — on a clt\ir day — a radius of 
loo miles; you look down on Idsbon, many miles of 
the Tagus, the hill of the Junto, and the lines of Torres 
Vedras, Mafra, cS:c., i^'c., and you scan the distant 
horizon, in the direction where Dom Manoel anxiously 
gazed for Vasco de (lama n^tiirning from the east. 

I drove from Cintra to Mafra, and visited the 
Cdiurch-Conveiit-Palace and Military School, all in one 
enormous buildiYig, which is an imitation of the KscuriaL 
It is a wondt'rful edifice with nearly goo rooms, and on 
its roof 10,000 soldiers can be paraded : the meeanismo 
of the clock and bells is very curious. Thence I drove 
to Torres Vedras, and slept at an estalagem (inn) in a 
street newly named the Via Serpa Pinto. It was 
interesting to see something of the celebrated “lines'’; 
it is a good walk to the top of the setra da vela, 
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whence one looks down on the held of Viineiro, where 
Wellinirton d(ifcated Juiiofs army: within three days 
after this victory the command of the British forces 
was changi‘ 1 tlirei' timi'S ; tht* convention of (’intra was 
afterwards signed, and, in cons(‘(]U(mci‘ of tlie outcry 
about it raised in England, the three ohicers who had 
been in command — Sir Arthur Wellesley, Sir 11 . Burrard, 
and Sir H. I)alrym[)le — were all orden^d honu^ to appear 
bi l'orc* a court of empiiry. 

in the nt‘\t lew days I visited C'aldas, wheri‘ tlie baths 
are much tVecjiu-nled ; thence to X'allado tor Alcoba(;a, 
where, in the church, are thi‘ tombs of the lovers Dom 
IVdro and Eonna Inez d(* (astro; they are very 
beautiful, witli excjuisiiely hiu‘ ndiefs upon them ; thi^ 
Enmch mutilated inany of the lovely little figures and 
knock(‘d off the nose' of the lady ; the tombs of tlie 
lovers are placed foot to foot, in order that at the 
resurrection, on rising, ihidr eyes may at once behold 
each o11u,t’s forms. Not far from Alcoba^a is the village 
of Aljubarnila, where the great battle was fought 
b(itween the Bortuguese under Dom Joao I. and the 
Caslillians in 13S5; the result of the fight determined 
the. iiideptmdence of Portugal. Jl was in pursuance of 
a vow rnad(* during tlie batth* that the King afterwards 
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caused U; bo built the Convtuit of Hatalha, ahoiu twrniv 
niil(js from Alcoba(;a ; it is a very mn«,niinceui work and 
is tlie liiiost architi‘Ctiiral monunioni in PortUi^al ; in ihe 
convent church is tlu* C'apella do huiuhidor, wlion* the 
King lies bc.-sido his Quetm (Philippe ()f Laiuastor), liis 
four sons in very oniale nicJi(‘s by I lie side, and at the? 
ontrani'o to the chapel is lh(! tombstone of the mail who 
saved the King’s lif(j in tlu! baul(‘ ; tlu^ cloisters and tln^ 
t’liapti^r House an* very beautiful and in ilie highly 
ornamented Gothic style. Leiria is a convi‘ni(‘nl little 
town to r(^st at, with an interesting old lasile in ruins, 
very pi('-lures(|ue and ccnninanding an exti*nsiv(‘ view. 
Pigu(‘ira da Po/ is the Prightoii of J’ortiigal — /huj'is 
itauptaicre nia^na- with a fine seasca[)e and sands, but 
very tlirty ; an esiaUi^^ern (inn, with liard straw pailla.^siis 
!or mattresses, as usual, will giv«* an idea ot aec(‘ninio- 
dation. IIenc\^ to Cenmbra is through a prellv coinitn’, 
>vilh orange-trees groaning: with fruit and tlie Portuguese 
orangi’s an* ihdicious'; ; it was long the capital of Porlu- 
gal, and is, in every way, an interesting tinin ; siluateil 
on the slopi's of a rocky hill it is pii'lun'stpie, with the 
river Afondego running bedow ; it is now the great 
University town of Portugal, and its 1,000 or more 
studimts, who always go like our blue-coat i)oys with 
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their heads uncovered, are the noisiest set in Europe ; 
iJie University crowns the summit of the bill. They are 
very courteous in showing the traveller round, and the 
splendid library is well worth a visit. On visiting the 
old Cathedral “ Se Wlha,” one is remindi'd of the 
Moorish occu])alion, by the two large medallions at the 
entrance, and th(! full-length Moor on the right of it; 
here is also tin* tomb of Alfonso Henricjues, the first 
King of Portugal. Across the river is the (Jtiiinta das 
I agrimas, the abode of the beautiful Tgnez de Castro ; 
she was th(? daughter of on(‘ of the Spanish nobh's at 
the Court of Aflbnso TV. in 1355; tlu‘ Infante, Dorn 
I’edro, fell in lov(' with her and secretly marri(?d her, 
and gave her this Quinta to live in ; many courtiers, 
jealous of the Spaniards, induced the King to const nl 
to the death of Ignez, and she was accordingly murderi'd 
while Dorn IVdro was out hunting; on his return his 
rag(; kne\v no bounds and he took up arms against his 
father ; he succeeded five years afterwards to the throne, 
and the corpse of his belo'^ed Ignez was exhumed, 
crowned and saluted as Queen, and was carried linally 
in a grand procession to Alcoba^a. It is altogetlier a 
dramatic love story, and the garden of the Quinta, with 
the Ponte dos Amores running through its shady bowers. 
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is well fittixl for the most romantic scenes in the 
story. 

About U'n miles north of Coimbra is tlu^ Sierra of 
Busaco, wh(jr(' Wellington severely repulsed the French 
under Massena : afterwards, however, Alasseria sticceetled 
ill turning the right of the British, and Coimbra was 
sacked ; Wellington retinal to the lines of I'orres Vedras 
and Alassena’s army for a long timcj siilfi red gnait dis- 
tress, the ct)uiitry north of the “lines'* having been laid 
waste by Wellington’s (lir(*ctit)ns. 

in returning to Lisbon one may vary th<‘ ronU? vmtv 
pleasantly, coming by Santarem, and down llu^ valley o\‘ 
the 'lagiis. 'The carnival festivities in Lisbon are (juite 
as foolish and uninteresting as elsewhere ; vulgar horse- 
jjlay, talking- idiotically in a falsetto voice, throwing down 
at the j)assers by, from the window or balcony, a small 
l)ag full of wet' plaster attached to a string, and then 
drawing it b;ick, and boys going about dR.‘ss(Ml as girls, 
seemed the chief charactcTistics. I left as (piickly as 
l)ossibl(i and crossed the Tagus in a small steamer to 
Barreiro, and took the rail to Setilbal ; an introduction 
to Senhor Pereira (acting British Ccjnsul) was of service; 
he very politely took me round the cork manufactory and 
the Cathedral. The great earthejuake of 1755, which 
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destroyed Lisbon, (^ven left its mark hi*re, luuing shifU'd 
the shafts of some columns in the nave of the Cathedral 
soiiKi two or three inches; tlie Portuguese marble, known 
as “arabida,” is greatly used in the cliurch intiTiors, and 
is very edective. 'The old Convent of Jesus (now being 
turned into a liospital) has for its lady su])erior a beautiful 
Kspanola, of most sweet and charming manners; she talks 
French well, and causes oik* to wish one were a patient, 
dtx’tor, monk, or anytljing els(% so that one could sojourn 
at that convent-hospital. One evening at the hotel, on 
leaving mv room, 1 liad to pass through another also 
/itted as a b(‘droom, and had the misfortune to disturb a 
young coupl(‘ who were', celebrating the evening of .Mardi- 
gras (the last day of the carnival), b\ dancing a little p/s 
tit deux; they w(;re locked in each otlier's arms, vtntre a 
venire, and were going round gaily; they stopped on my 
entrance, l)ut the girl was j)leas(Hl and giggled much 
when 1 beggi^l her to proceed. In one of tlu' streets 
a pnltv girl on u balcony was pelted by some young 
fellows below' with haricot beans; she w'as madly de- 
lighted and returned it by letting lly eggsJiells tilled 
w ith sand at tluun. Sctubal lias a great sardine tisln^ry 
and drives a good trade, having a very e.xcellent harbourage. 
Fort v'^ao idiilippe commands a fine view over the sur- 
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rounding country. A niilway jouriu^y througli a pleasant 
country brings one to Heja, which was a town of 
importance in tJie timi‘ of the Romans ; it has a grand 
situation with its medixval castle, from wliicli there is a 
magnificent view southwards; it boasts some old Koinan 
remains and a Museo Arc'heologico. 'rh(‘ next day 1 
pass('(l over tlie great plain where was fought the great 
and decisive batth^ of Ourique, tln^ Alarathon of Porliigal, 
whiTe, in 1139, AfTonso Henriejues ('omit of Portugal, 
with 13,000 men, defeated the Moors with 200,000 
men, and live kings in cominandl <>1' command,” 

says Niipoleon, “is of primary iinporlam't*.”) r]i(‘ national 
piidc, after this victory, was so great, that tin arms of 
Portugal were changiul to tht* present, five siiields 
crosswise, each shield charged with five be,sanls, tints 
representing the fivtj kings and the five wounds of (d:rist. 
rite country southwards is undulating and cov(.‘reil with 
(dive and lig trees, for the latter of which the kingdom 
of Algarve is so noted. Alter nine hours in the Irctin 
doing sixty mil(;s, we reached b'aro, ihi^ capital 01 
Alg*arve. 'llw little kingdom is very rarely visit (d by 
travellers, certainly iKJt by those who think first and 
fort‘most of their comforts; and, to those who attacli 
any importance to soft beds — (’annot do with a straw 
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paillasse and pillow — cannot get over a steel fork with 
two prongs — cannot dine ofT a few eggs, vegetables, and 
bread— and cannot pick up enough of the lingua to get 
on with, I would say, “ Come not to Algarve ” The 
king’s title is Kini^ of Portuij^al and Ali^an^ ; the word is 
derived from the Arabic al gharh (the west). 

Faro, which (Knives its name from the important light- 
house at the extremity of its low-lying rocks, which 
exU'ntl for miles along the coast, is an ordinary S(‘aport 
town, and really appears to be remarkable chiefly as 
being the headquarters of a certain Portiigiu^se doctor, 
by name Costantin(3 ; he has discovered a new treatment 
of syphilis, for which complaint there is a large hospital ; 
his treatment is greatly believed in in the south of F^uropc? ; 
he kee[)s it a deadly secret, and many victims of misplaced 
confidence flock to the liospiial and to one of tlie hotels, in 
which the travelh'r need not necessarily locate himself. 

h'rom Karo, going wt^stwards, there, is a train as far as 
Albufeira, through a country teeming with olive and 
caral) trees ; at Albufeira I found a carriage which a 
Portuguese gentleman had kindly telegraphed for await 
ing me, and I enjoyed a delightful ride of twenty-eight 
miles, now along the coast and now inland. The fig- 
tree here is cultivated to an enormous extent, and many 
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tons of figs are exported ; the trees are seen hero in 
groat perfection ; tlu? main trunk of the tree is not 
g(‘nera]ly more than three or four feet in height — the 
branches from it bending over in umbrella shape to the 
earth, along whicli tliey run for eight to twelve feet, tlicn 
taking an upward turn ; every branch throws forth in- 
niiniiwablo offshoots, and many a tree thus covers gnjund 
of forty feet diameter. 'Die people stHMii industrious and 
primitive in their ways, and gave me the idea that they 
were free from thi; insolent, rm-as-good-as-you sort of 
d(‘ineanour, so general nowadays in most coiintri(‘s, and 
that, whih; respecting themselves they could n-spect 
others ; I found this most distinctly ( haracteristic of 
rortugti(\se in the agricultural districts. Vortimr'o, my 
destination, is the mouth of a river, and is a little cle.in 
town, with pleasing surroundings, the hills of Monchicjiie 
forming a pretty J)ackgroiind inland ; there are very lim* sands 
here, and the rocky coast is most picturesque; hugi; isolated 
b(»ulders of shell conglomerate, of many thousaiul tons 
weight and fantastic shapes, spring abruptly from the 
sands; th(‘y must be of the greatest interest to the 
geologist, and are formed of most ex(|uisite shells, which 
separate very easily. It is a most enjoyable walk on Ihc' 
sands westwards to Lagos (pro. Lags), a small si;aport ; 
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alonir th(^ whole way tlio slopes of the cliffs abound with 
wild llow'crs and aloes. There is a drive of twenty-five 
miles from rortimao into the interior; it is all mountain 
and valley ; gradually the fig-trees disapptiar, the 
eucalyptus flourishes, and innumemble cork-trees with thi‘ 
bark stripped off thinn, and then we gradually ascend to 
the region of the wScotch fir and bin'll ; in tin? small 
sheltered mountain glens the young crops appear, so 
gri'at is the heat of the midday sun ; the less exposed 
slopes are covered w'itli a bush which they ('all 
apparently a kind of gum cistus. We rest at a very 
heautiliil spot sheltered from all winds, and called 
Paraiso,” and soon, at the head of a lovely valley about 
3,000 f(?et above tlu? sea, we come siuldimly on the 
Caldas de Monchique, celebrated for the w'arm baths 
which have been in high repute for centuries, (^ver the 
entrance to the (‘stahlishment an? the royal arms and the 
date 1692 ; there is a legend that royalty visited the 
place in 1450; the baths are manag('d on the (}erinan 
sy.st(?m ; the surroundings of tlup jilace are of great beauty, 
and th(.‘ term “ Paraiso ” is most appro})riately given to tlu^. 
whole valley ; one might linger here with much delight, 
as the cstalitgef?P' is gO(xl, and fairly ])rovid(*d. The 
grc'at attraction to the traveller is the ascent of the 
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Foya ; a ''‘burro'' (donkey) to mount now .ind then is 
advisable, as it is a good climb ; two boys in adilition 
attached tliemselves to my service, to (‘iicouiagi' the 
'' hurto" by alternate cries of “ Ah I C-c-eriiz ! ” and 
“All! Piir-r-ro!'* In about an liour’s j'asy ascent wo 
passed the little mountain town of Aronchi(|Ui‘ ; it was 
market day, high carnival was being held, and certainly 
our modest little caravan did not court much notice, but 
nevertheless i*verything was interrupted, and it is certain 
that a speckled boy, a fat woman, a calf with five li*gs. 
or a “dawg” with two tails, could si anady have r(‘ceived 
mor(! attention. It was a steady climb for the last hour, 
and a scramble over some rough rocks to the higlu‘st 
point of the Foya; hero is indeed a splendid panorama, 
it is “bon tempo” (fine weather), and Cape St. Xhiuent 
appears very near, as we look out on tiu' broad Atlantii:; 
the whole of Algarve is at our feet, and the south aiul 
west (‘oasts of Portugal. No traveller in JVirlugal should 
miss Afonebique and the* Foya. 1 started (*arl\ next 
morning, having a long tlay’s march with two ^'burros" 
for myself and kit, and was not sorry at length to Ixdiold, 
conspicuous from afar, the walls of Silvi‘s, tlu' old 
Moorish capital of Algarve' ; the Citadel with its n.'ser- 
voirs and old subterranean passages is very interesting; 
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its t(nvers are all used as prisons, and very remarkable 
physiognomies arc to be seen protruded through the iron 
bars. Wc approach finally tlie “ eslalageviP and certainly 
it docs not seem altraclivt\ even to onc! who ha.s survived 
a Cireek xenodocliion'' ; our party of five enter the court- 
yard all together. In one corner was a rooster, by his 
well-sli'cked harem surrounded ; in another lay a sow with 
a sesquipedalian progeny, all wanting dinner at once ; in 
the middle sat the Padrona suckling her last-born, with 
three other children getting up an excitement (it being 
carnival timii) with coloured paper strips; little bunks, 
each containing’ a bed, filled up two sides of this a^apemone ; 
one recess containing a table was the sala de comiday 
{salle a mangeP. In half an hour— sundry others having 
drop|)ed in— we all, except the roosters, the “ |)orcos,’* 
and the “ burros,” sat down to a festive meal, consisting, 
for me, of suppa, ( iibbage, and bread ; and, oh ! gentle 
traveller, there is ont .sauce you re(juire, and that is 
huni^er ; otherwise, stay at home, and venture not into the 
wilds of Algarve. ^ 

On taking a survey after this repast, I considered that 
it was iinnec(‘ssary to tempt Providence by spending the 
night here, so formed the order of march, and proceeded 
for another four liours or so to Sao Bartolomeo, near the 
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line of rail, where accommodation was found at a casa de 
hospedar (a guest house), and fan^d pretty well. Near 
here I took the train hack to Karo. I had enjoyed a 
pleasant little run through an unknown country : the 
people an^ primitive, honest, and civil ; they an‘ poor, 
hut 1 never met a beggar, and always reeeiv(nl courtesy 
and politeness. Thi‘ “lingua” is rather pt'culiar, as they, 
in common with so many southrons, clij) their words ; 
for instanci', fosforos (a light for a (dgarette) is *' fosf,” 
Algarve is “ Algarv,” Alemtejo is “ Aleinlej,'’' Lagos is 
“T.ags,” Silves is “ Silvs,” f'verywhere is something 

to remind one of the old Moorish domination in the 
lattice work at the windows, in tht; [x'culiar droning in 
their songs, in the way the women wear the handken'hier 
round the head, in the kammerhimds always worn by tin. 
men round the waist, and in the (:y])rus - tre(-‘s in flie 
cemeteries. 

A drive by diligence took me through a fine ciiltivaU’d 
country, with olive, orange, loquat, almond, cherry. Ov:c., 
in abundance, to Tavira, with its very line bridge, and 
next day to Casa Real, near the mouth of the (luadiana. I 
then sailed up to Ayamonte on the Spanish side of tlie 
river, which is very broad, and as a strong nortli bree/e 
was blowing it was neces.sary to tack so olteii, crossing 
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and recrossing the river, tliat it occupi(id an hour and a 
he'df. The ** Afinana'* (Custom Hou«e) at Ayamonte is in 
the hands of a sergeant’s guard : the sergeant himself 
passed my bag, and accepted cem reis (loo reis, equal to 
fourpence) for a drink. In human nature there seems 
always a craving after the forbidden, and so, having been 
strongly cautioned by my good friend Mr. Cowper, the 
Consul at Lisbon, against this route into Spain, as it 
is brigand-infested, 1 was seized with a desin^ to 
follow it, and took a seat in the diligence conveying 
the roval mails for a drive of thirty-one miles to 
C}ibraleoii (the nearest station on the line for Huelva); 
for the whole way at about ev(*ry kilometre, two Hying 
sentries of that most e.xcellent corj)s the Giiardia Civile, 
]wot(H'ted the road, and always halted and fronted as the 
royal mails j)assed ; no brigands aj)peared and my 
curiosity was gratified. Although this was the commence 
ment of om* of my most delightful trijis in Spain, it is 
iicct‘ssary in imagination to return to Faro and thence 
to beja, and enter Spain by a; more northern and eijually 
interesting route. From jReja to Kvora is not far — Kvora 
the Rome of Portugal, and once the headquarters of the 
great gcmeral Sertorius, in whose honour and that of his 
strong “Cohortes,” there is a still legible inscription on 
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iho Praga with a Moorish tablet by its side. Sfio Fran- 
cisco is a fine church with pictures of Saints by Sun 
Vasco, the only Portuguese artist of note, and a curious 
crypt supported by columns formed of human bones and 
skulls arranged in pathirns ; there are some substantial 
remains of the old Roman wall, and the aqiuiduct of 
Sertorius ; the temple of Diana is perhaps the best 
preserved of the old ruins, and lias some columns with 
ex(}uisite C^orinthian capitals. A bittiTly ('old drive in 
the rain brought me to Kstremos ; one feels tht* coUl 
very much at times in these devout counlrii's, as, in out- 
of-the-way places, there is, in L(;nt, litth^ but salt fish 
and v(.*gctables obtainable to eat. An old Greek inn- 
keeper once remarked to me — “ flow can I kill (he sluiep 
and the beef alone for you. Sir ? no one elsi? would eat 
it.” It is remarkable how they adhere to these farc'ieal 
old fancies, and ^occup}" themselves with praying to Alaria 
Suntissima! What do they pray for? What can they 
t xpect out of the ordinary course of nature? 'Phe lives 
led by iwcn their men of Goil are as bad as they can 
be ; no decent family will ever send for a priest ot 
Portuguese nationality if they can get a f renchman or 
Irishman, so many priests are accompanied by a neplnnv 
or niece, bearing a striking likeness to the uncle. Clean- 
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lincss would be far more serviceable than this absurd 
prayins? ; the estalae^em here was so filthy that I put up 
at a casa do hucspedes (a guest house), \n which cer- 
tainly an enormous family dwelt. I occupied a room 
between two others ; it was rather comical. I dined 
with th(* family, and heard the language as it is spoke. 
'Die PortugiK^se languagi^ is not beautiful, with its many 
nasal sounds as Sao (pro. San), Joao (pro. Joan), pao. 
(pro. pan); th(' good old Hindustani cfia is tea; does our 
word “ (juarters,'’ so often used in the vServic(‘, come from 
cuartOy a room, alike in vSpanish aiul Portugiu.‘Se } 

Before, reaching Plvas there is a fin(^ view of that Fort 
and Badajos frowning at one another. At Klvas is a fair 
hotel ki'pt by a Sicilian ; at dinner a Portugiu'se ollicer 
olTered to tak(^ me over the fortress n(.*xt day, but as he 
did not ap[)ear, I went completely round alone. d*hcr(‘ 
are a fc^w fine old muzzle-loaders about ; ('very embrasun* 
is us(al as an open latrine, and this is the most important 
fortress in Portugal ; it is on a height ab(3ve the Guadi- 
ana, and looks down on Bi^ajos, the frontic.'r town of 
Spain. 
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CHAPTER II. 

I:NTER SPAIN AT BAD A JOS 

OvKR the many-arclied bridge to th(‘ rapilal of Kstrema- 
diira ; it is not much of a town, nor is there miidi of 
interest exc'cpting the fortress, wliich, if it do(‘s not ecjiial 
Jdvas in strength of position, perhaps surpasses it in its 
filthy ('onclition. Near the junction of a small stream from 
the east with the Guadiana is tin', hi'ighl (“ C'asU'llo ” 
to wliich one is not admitted. This was stormed by Piclon 
in our third sieg(* of Jlatlajos. Jt was absolutely necessary 
to ride out to Albuhera, where the hard - loiighl battle 
took place, in which several Hritish regiments, notably 
ine Huffs and 57th, were well-nigh annihilatt-d. 'rin* 
Huffs had their right Hank turiu'd whilst they W(‘re 
charging, and were attacked in the rear bv l\)lish 
Lancers; the regiment lost (>4.4. otfice.rs and men killed 
and wounded. At fasbon once a Portuguese g^-nthmian 
])romised me the laiu e of a Polish Lancer picked up on 
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the stricken field some time iifterwards, by his wife’s 
iiniiidfather, who had been present there ; the thoui,dit 
was kindly, but the lance, which was to have b(^en sent 
to H.M.’s Consul at Lisbon, for me, never arrived. 

'Lliere is a Spanish town which is rarely visited, but 
certainly Merida, the Rome of Spain, oui,dit not to be 
jiassiid over; its motto might really be “ Veteri frondeseit 
(the motto of the Jkiffs) — there is so much 
existing still to bring to mind its ancient glories; much of 
its walls, once nearly twenty mib;s in circumference, and 
within which, in the time of Trajan, was a garrison of 
100,000 men, remains; the fine arch of Santiago was 
built by T rajan, th(i first Spaniard who l)i‘Ccini(.‘ Junperor 
of Rome. TTie temple of Diana is much injured, as also 
is that of Mars; the amphitheatre w'ith sevcm tii^rs of 
seats is fairly preservi'd, and there is a Circus Maximus. 
TTie old aqueduct is most picuirescjue with storks and 
their n(*sts above the arches. 

Dining out here I witnessed the extraordinary custom 
prevailing in middle-class soojety, for the men to help 
themselves first, and then to jiass the dish for ladies to 
do likewise ; we sat round a table with a large brasero 
burning charcoal underneath, on wdiich w^e placed our 
feet, it being cold and damp weather ; afterwards we 
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adjourned to a dance, kept up gaily ; it was the first 
Sunday in Lent. Miicli of the scene of Grant’s most 
interesting old novel, “'rh(', Romance of War,” is laid at 
I\h;rida. 

It being far too early in the year to think about Seville or 
Granada, and also being damp and raw, the much-praised 
climate of Hiudva near th(^ south coast si'emml altractive ; 
the hotel “ Nut;vo iNIundo ” at Huelva is good, and as 
the food for the last t(Mi days had been interior, I luMiriated 
for a day or two. It is a short sail in a to La 

Rahida, the now dtiserted inr)naste.rv wln^re Cristobai 
Colon stayed and convinced the Prior (Alencliica , that 
liis great scheme and beliefs werr not those of a mere 
visionary; th(^ Prior succeeded in indiuing Quiaui Isabella 
to inten*st herself and assist. f'rom here the great 
navigator started on that wonderful voyage of discovery, 
considert'd so desperate tliat iw(m c riminals uiidc.r sentence* 
of death would not be persuaded to embark in by promise 
of a pardon. But those glorious possessions in the West 
which he brought to Si)ain have now passed away, and 
having once returned to the land o( his adojgion 
chains — having had his statue Jit Granada stoned by old 
women after the late war — his ashes, as I wrote this, 
\\ere being escorted home from Havana. Ihe empire 
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has ])ass(Hl away, but the name of Columbus will last as 
long even as that of the conquering humiliators of Spain. 

The mines of Rio Tinto are near here, but seemed to 
have no attraction for me, so 1 took a steamer down to 
Cadiz, which is most charmingly situated ; when there 
you ('onslantly have tlie idea that you are on an island, 
'rhe /uiseo on the ramparts is delightful, and there are 
many well-to-do people on the promenades ; it is an 
important town to Spain from every point of view ; it is 
certainly not a great fine art centre, but in the church 
ot Los Capuchinos ov(!r the high altar is Murillo’s last 
work, the Sposalizio dc San la Catarina ; just b(.*fore com- 
pleting it the master fell from the iilatform and shortly 
afterwards died. 

On the paseo (promenade) I looked in at the entrance 

to the artillery barracks, and it is refreshing to think that 

even in Sjjaiii, where th(jy rarely do to-day what they can 

ever put nii to manana (to-morrow), th(‘y are compelled 

in matt(irs military to pay some regard to punctuality. 

Inscribed over the entrance to ih(i orderly room is the 

'I ^ 

notice : — 

Todo servisio, sea in paz or in guerra^ 

Se hard con la misma puntualidado 
Y desuello, qiie al /rente del enemigo** 

V^va la puntualidado ! 
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But 'Frafal gar’s Bay was a few miles south, and as I 
particularly wished to pass it going leisurely along I he 
coast, I took a passage by the Afogador, a vapor of the 
Cornpafiia Transatlantica, and started one glorious morning 
at seven o’clock. It was very enjoyable seeing all the 
coast lint', passing Trafalgar, sighting Tarifa, then a 
good view from Caf)e Sparted to the Apc's hills b(‘yond 
Ceuta on the African side, and at 2 p.m. we wi^re at 
Tangier. The Continental Hotel is very comfortable and 
the climate perfection. To one who has not be(;ii much 
in the Kast, 1 suppose the markid place juid bazaars are 
amusing. Hen' wc get the most luxurianl vegetation ; 
the garden of the Belgian Consul is quite a show place, 
as are several others 1 visited. I was happy in being 
invited to dine and spend the (‘vening at the house of 
a gentleman on the higher ground at tln^ back of the 
town; a large portion of his house resembles a .Moorisli 
palace, being most lavishly and luxuriously fitted up in 
choicest oriental style and hung with the costliest k'ez 
and other Morocco embroidery, such as is not now to 
be bought. The wSpanish Minister whf) was present at 
the dinner allowed me to avail myself of his Moorish 
soldier with his lantern as an escort home to my hotel, 
and told me that there is a certain amount of danger in 
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going about at night — not from the Moors, but from a 
number of very low-class Spanijirds, some of them, I 
believe, escaped convicts from Ceuta. At Tangier no 
Christian is allowed under any circumstances to visit a 
mosque. The Sultan’s rule, especially of his own domestic 
circle, if one may so speak, seems peculiar. He received 
a present a while back from the French (lovernment, of 
a dozen bicycles, and as the ladies of the harem do not 
take so kindly to biking as our English girls, he makes 
it a punishment instead of im amusement, and if a lady 
has misbehaved herself she is made to ride up and down 
before him until she has had a stated number of falls. 
The lat(; Sultan Mulai Hassan was out boating once with 
two of his wives when the boat was upset. He bellowed 
and obtained assistance, which saved him — the two wives 
were drowned. fl(^ was afterwards questioning the men 
who had savt'd Iiiin, and tlu'y stated that they had seen 
his wives sink. “ (iive me your sword,” he exclaimed, 
and ran (hem through with it. “that is the penalty for 
seting the wife of a Sultan ! ” 

'I’he Sultan styles himself still “ King of the Algari'esP 
1 am informt^d that in his palaces at Fez and Maroc, 
there is architecture and decorative work equal to tliat of 
tin; Alhambra, and that the Kutubia at Maroc is equal to 
the Giralda of Seville. 
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On a clear day it is a very beautiful sail across to 
Gibraltar. On the Spanish side in front of us is darifa, 
very conspicuous with its lighthouse. It is lien^ that 
Tarik, with his I^erbers, landed in 7:1, and soon after 
gave the name (iibel Tarik to what is now (Jibraltar, in 
commemoration of his first victory. From here to ihe 
nearest ])oint of the African shore is about twelv(‘ miles. 
Approaching th(' grand old Rock is a proud momi‘nt for 
a J 3 ritishcr. There is nothing that more gives the idea 
of power, of command. Several men-ol-war were in tlu^ 
bay, across which is the plcasaiu-looking little town 
{from ihe sea, of Algesiras. Of coursi‘, on shori‘, there is 
a great d(‘al to interest one, wh(‘ther one walks out to 
luiropa Point, enjoying, on the way, the Alamt'da . llu* 
promenade, from Alamo^ a poplar- tree), or climbs the 
Rock. 'Phe (jeneral kindly gave me an order (not often 

given, I believe) to visit the Signal Station at th(; v(*ry 

\ 

higliesl point — it is a good climb, but the vi(‘w is superb. 
One of the curious sights is the smuggling, which takes 
place every evening ; just before' dusk I counted thiriy- 
eigliL dogs all trained and brought across the neutral 
ground from the filthy littU' town Las lAneas, to our 
“ lines,” where they all waited each carrying tobacco ; 
as soon as it was dusk .scores of men kideii with tobacco 
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appeared and waded from the road into the swampy 
neutral ground ; they waited about there until they and 
the dogs could get into the Spanish lines ; there are 
sentries at the “lines” of T.as Tancas, and mounted 
sentries on the road leading across, but they an? only a 
make-believe ; the wlioh' miserable battalion doing duty 
there is supposed to be S(]uared. and some say it is the 
most coveted station in Spain ; one pound of tobacco 
gains five shillings in value on entering Spain, so one 
can und('rstand how business is carried on every night ; 
and they are so strict elsewhere, that, at Algesiras for 
instance, all women are examined uiuh'rneath their 
petticoats to see if they are smuggling tobacrco. 

Jimena, whi('h is twenty -five miles by rail from 
Alg('-siras on the way to Ronda, is a romanti<'ally situat(?d 
little town, with its old Moorish castle, on a splendid 
site. The house tops were covered with lichen, whi('h 
shone like old gold in the setting sun; the roads wen? 
too bad and the weather not templing to ride on to 
Ronda, so I returned to (libraltar. 'I’lierc is a railway 

j 

now the whoh? way. T next took a little steam trip to 
Malaga, which is very pleasant, and the coast line well 
worth seeing. Malaga is a civilised town, with two good 
hotels. "J'he Malaguehas are considered by Spaniards 
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their prettiest women ; they are most elei^ant in their 
walk, and whether kneelint,^ in front of an altar or 
dancini? a bolero or caehucha are not to be surpassed, 
Althoii£,di it was T.ent, the Plaza fie Toros was open. 
One afternoon thiTe was a slaiighU^r of torillos (yoiiiii^ 
bulls), very fine and plucky .youns^ animals and active in 
their movements. They are often more dan^^^eroiis than 
grown-up ones, and do not always go for the colour. 
'I'wo fine young girls had b(^en tempted into the ring to 
act as banderilleras to stick the two dans into the 

lU'ck of the bull as he is charging). 'These girls weie 
theatrically dressed in short skirts, and there was wonder- 
ment as to how thiw would acquit themselves. 'Tin; first 
liaving been led in front of the hull, beckoned liim 
onwards, and succeeded after a fashion in placing the 
banderillas, but the second girl — visibly nervous and 
frightened — failetl in her attem|)t, and in springing on 
one side was caught by the horns of the infuriated l)ea..t 
and tossed and gored. One shri(‘k was all wt^ heard ; 
.^he was carried out dead, the whole show continuing as 
though nothing had happened. We had the pole- 
leaping ov(T the bull in full charge — the tonTO receiv- 
ing his charge sitting in a chair, and springing up to 
stick in tlic darts ; we had, for one bull which appeared 
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rather torpid, darts charged with explosives, which 
eventually quite drove him mad ; one matador was nearly 
done for by a splendid jet-black young bull which 1 
had just heard a woman calling a “ chicatillo ” (a dear 
young creature !). 

About fifty miles by rail up a most luxuriant valley 
teeming with oranges and lemons brings us to Bobadilla, 
which is an important eninmeamenio (junction) with a 
first-irlass restaurant ; llu're is a branch line here to Konda, 
a romantic town 2,500 feet up in the mountains surrounded 
bv wild and grand scenery, a place w’hich ought to be 
gn*atl\’ in favour w'ith artists ; here is the c(d(ibrated Tajo, 
or Chasm, through which runs a roaring torrent, in some 
parts of great b(‘auty. 'I'ho 'lajo dividt‘s old from new 
Ronda. 

1 had been tantalizing myself, as it wtTe, by hovering 
about up to this on the outskirts of Andaluzia, and now 
started for Cordova, stopping, en route, at Montilla, the 
birthplace of the hero (lonzalvo dc Cordova (tlui “ Gran 
CafnlatP'). It is very fair treatment at the posada" 
(inn ), and the good Montilla wi^ie \vas all I could wish 
for ; a very fair dinner and a bottle of Montilla, a night's 
lodging, chocolate in the morning, dejeuner ixt noon 
with another bottle of Montilla, with a total charge of 
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four and a half pesetas (just over four francs) and perfect 
civility and politeness thrown in, is altogether a sample 
of the expense of living. The town is very picturesque, 
and, on two hills, from which a fine view is obtained 
over the beautiful ‘^Alma del Sol” (Andalii/a'a), with its 
Si(irra Morena covered with snow. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

^'OH! BFJJ: alma DEI. SOL! 

OH! AXDALrZ/AS 

Hkakinc;, tliat in consecjin'iict^ of awful Hoods, wlioU' 
villages had been destroyed, and all approach to Cordova 
by rail naulercd impossible, I took two donkeys and a 
man and started by road. 'Hie distance is about forty- 
s(wcn kilometres (tw('nty-nine miles); hapjuly the weather 
was perfect. As we approached the (liiadahiuivir, on 
which is Cordova, the devastation around was apparent ; 
the railway bridges in all directions had been washed 
away, and tin' only apjiroach was by the grand old 
bridge built by the Khalifs of Cordova ; the river was 
even then up to the top of the arches, and it had risen 
a week before thirteen and a lialf metres (think if old 
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Father Thames rose over forty feet at London) ; tlie piipn- 
lation was on the hanks watching the tremendous rush of 
the mighty river, and the Mayor went round with a hand 
of music: to collect money for “ los /)obn's inundadosP 
Thi: glorious old Mesquita (Moscpie), the pride of 
Cordova, is the attraction ; it is the most perfect 
specimen of the religions architecture of the Moors; its 
vastness impresses the visitor; it is 650 teet long by 4OZ 
feet wide; it has about twenty naves and rests on 1,000 
columns, all monoliths of various beautiful marbles ; its 
Mihrah (Holy of Holies) is of most exquisite, work, and 
a pilgrimage to it was ecpiivalent to one made* to Mecca. 
Once there were sixteen ex(|uisilely linished entraiK'es to 
the M(\S([uita — many are now slopped iq) ; the linest 
entrain:e to the courtyard or Paiio de Xaranjos (^tlie Court 
of Oranges) is the cedehrated Puerta del Penlon (the Cate 
of Pardon), so called because nunission of punishment 
or indulgence was granted to all passing under. From 
the lop of the Campanile is a fine view : it was a few 
years ago the scene of a very nmiarkable little tragedy, 
the real truth of which was told me hy the ilritish 
(.’onsul. It haj)pened that some ten years ago, on<‘ 
morning, an Englishman in a wild state of excitement 
rushed into the ConsuFs ollice, exclaiming— “ Sir, 1 
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claim your protection, I hav<‘ just shot a man in self- 
defence at the summit of the hell tower*’; tlie Consul 
proceedt'd with liini to the spot, and at once rccos^nized 
in llie (It'ad man a ])0or liarml(‘ss fidlow wlio was widl 
known as havini»; betui in an advan('(*(l stai^e of con- 
sumption, with just streni'th enouj^h to ^et up th(‘ tower, 
to <‘arn a livelihood by indicating to travellers the many 
points (jf intert'st in the splendid panorama ; he had 
been shot through the chest and mouth. Very little^ 
tliat was coherent could be obtained by the (Consul 
from the Englishman, who appear(‘d in the greatest 
t(*i ror at what he had doin' ; he was a disci])l(‘ of 
yh'.sculapius, and was oiuj of those nervous, excitabit‘ 
pi*o|)le wlio ought never to be entrusted with a revolver 
under any inrcumstances whatever ; some version of the 
story got into tlie papers at home, and therc^ was much 
talk about it; orders were .sent out eventually through 
the Hritish .Minister theit the doctor was to be got off at 
all costs, and the Consul informed me, that, by dirt'ction, 
he framed the story, that, — “ having biam attacked by a 
herculean rufiian — the doctor, in self-defence, drew a 
revolver and .shot him,** I should not liave cared .so to 
have “ economised the truth ” in defence of such an 
imbecile. There were several ladies and gentlemen at 
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tho Fonda Swiza, wlio had been prisoni^rs, as it at 

Cordova in consccjiioncc of llie floods, as all linos were. 
interrupted, and it was necessary to drive or ride to 
Montilla, in^arly thirty miles, tliat bein.Lr the nearest 
station from wliich trains could run. 

'Fhe Consul told me of an “ cvanirelicar’ inissionarv 
who had come to Conlova to convert the idol.it rous 
worsliip[)ers of Mary and the Saints; hi*, told the ('onsiil 
he was about to discourse to them in S[)anisli ilur 
followiiii^ Sunday, so thi^ (\)nsiil was ])re>.ent; the occ.i- 
>ion was, I thiid^, ;in KastiT Sunday:- riiiiik, mv 
brethren,” lu' said, “of the Son of (lod m.akin.L,^ his entry 
into Jerusalem sittiiye’ on a l>o!iiinP — he should have 
said .1 poliin>\ which means tin* foal of an .ass, where.is 
the pni/ito is a j»ullet or small fowl I Of course the ( on- 
,i;rei>.'ition l)e.i;an to look at one another and i^d^'u^le, and 
the Wi)rthy man w.is christened the pol/itn''- ~\\e soon 
afim wards chauL^ed his loc.ition I A few d.ays ,it Cordova 
weve spent very agreeably, and much of every day was 
spent at the .AFosrpie, of which one cannot see too 
much ; the capital of Andaluzia, that earthl\ paraftise of 
the AfoorSj was once the centre of civilization ; thi‘ city 
that ^ave birth to Marcus Aurelias and to Seneca, 
became, under the INloors, the most enlit^htcned city in 
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Europe ; it is to the Moors tliat we are indebted for 
the lirst Medical College, the first Astronomical Observa- 
tory (at S(‘ville), for the developinont of wliat the 
ancients liad taught of Mathematics, and particularly 
Algebra, and for the encouragement of science generally; 
tln‘ir advancem(‘nt in civilization formed, as Prescott 
says, *‘a striking ci)ntrast with the de<'p barbarism of 
the rest of Kurop(‘.’' 

'Po r(;ach (iranada, the last great stronghold of the 
Moors, it was necessary to rich' back to Montilla, and 
take the rail 7 'ia Hobadilla. The word s^ranada in Spanish 
iiH'ans a j)()mcgranate, and the four hills on which it 
stands have, perhaps, a resemblance to that fruit, rising 
to over 2,000 feet above the sea; it is surrounded by the 
a rich and beautiful plain. The* city, now so dull 
and triste, was oiicc^ of great im|)ortaiice, a renowned 
seat of learning, and the great military capital of the 
province, which remained to the ]\loors for a Inindred 
years after tlu‘v had lost the remainder of Spain. In all 
Euroj)e there is iioihing .of greatcir interest than the 
Alhambra, and anyone who has cultivated a taste for 
and perception of the beautiful, will devote hours daily 
to wandcTing about those? lovely luills, which, for exquisite 
grace and elegance, are nowhere surpasscul. One day one 
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thinks the splendid Sala de Knibajadores (the Mnll of 
Ambassadors) the most beautiful of all — next day the 
Mirador de Lindaraja (a small belvedere) which was the 
Sultana’s boudoir ; another visit perhaps one may be 
most impressed with the Sala de la Justieia ; everywhere 
is evidence of fertility of. design, shown bv the infinite 
variety in the fine traceries and patterns, in the most 
pleasing colours ; blended with these is the favourite, Jta 
la glialib ilia Allah I (there is no conqueror hut </od), the 
motto of the Moorish sovereigns, whicii is everywhere 
conspicuous. About the vvholt‘ there is. an air of volup- 
tuous ease, and many are th(^ romantic legcuids, of which 
Washington Irving has made so much, which cling to the 
old towers and surroundings, where the chivalrous Moors 
were wont to lie about in oriental fashion, telling and 
lisieniiig to tali;s of ladyc*, love and war, romance and 
knightly worth.” 'The Washington Irving lloud, a com- 
fortable and well-managed house, is conveniently siuiaied 
for the Alhambra. The evening after my arrival there a 
young Englishman strolling before dinner in the grounds 
of the Alhambra, witnessed a murder committed on the 
broad walk in front of him. It was believed that the 
victim had seduced the sister of the other, who shot him 
through the heart with a revolver. Games of that sort are 
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risky ill Spain, they arc given to using tl e revolver, 

or in()r(‘ olteii ciichillo (knife), without giving you the 
opportunity of (h'fcnding yourself. Beggars arti a eurs(‘ 
hert‘, and to give to one is fatal, as tlnw then pester vou 
and adhenj more temu'iously than ever. There is a little 
r(‘(:eipt for ridding oneself of a Spanish beggar, which I 
have found g« n(TaIIy infallible ; it is merely to say when 
he has accosted you, Penione nil fn^r Dios, hcrf/hi nn'" 
(excuse me for t\ie love of (iod, my brother), lie usually 
sidles oft directly, but you must not omit the “ hermano.” 

Mr. Xanier, tin' British Consul, who pn‘sided at the 

tabl(‘ d’hote of th(‘ hotel, was a most ac'complished artist, 
and lived in a very charming litth' house', with a minhior 
commanding supe/rb views ove^r tlu^ Vega tlu^ plain and 
the Sierra Nevada, and from it one could S(‘e with a 
glass the luuisc- fonricrlv a nusqiiiln, where Bo.dulil 
handed over the kius of (Iranada to Ferdinand and 

Nab(.*lla, and then w(*nded his miserable way; the road 
winds at a distance of some seweii mih's past an (miincm e 
wluwe th(' fallen monarch halted to take his last vii'W 
of lIk' Alhambra, and on his bursting into l(‘ars, his 

motlier said to him, ** You do w(;ll to weep lik(? a 
woman for what you could not defend like a man.” I'lu' 
s])ot is called “ AV nliimo sospiro del Moro^' (the last 

siirh of the Moor). 
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The Ciithednil is a noble building, ami its interior is 
very impressive; many pictunis of note by (aiio and 
Ribera are ]ien\ and to be seem after a litth' intri^miing 
with the sacristan, as they an‘ all dra})ed in I.ent. I'lie 
Capilla do los Reyes (Royal Chapel) is where Ferdinand 
and Isabella are buried, and also Philip and Juana (('razv 
Jane) ; they are very splendid tombs. (Jonzalvo de 
C'ordova is buried in the Church of San (/(‘roniiiio. 

The Cuaresma (Lent) was apj)roaching, hapj)!!)', its 
close. One wearies of the general air of gloom and 
the perpetual bell-ringing, which, even at night, is kept 
up, rendering sleep in tlie towns im])ossil)le ; we were* 
now within a few days of the Semana Saiila Tlloly Week\ 
so after an early start (4.30 a. in.) and a most tedious 
journey, we found oiirsi'lves at Seville, where a!! kinds 
of what our neighbours so well describe as hs sini^eries 
(clhiastiques are carried on in most elaborate style, and 
wheri^ ihe traveller sees all these extraordinary functions 
which so impress the faithful, far l>(‘ 4 t(T than anywhere; 
else- 

Siwille was very full, and a goodly company, mostly 
Americans and English, were collected at tlu; Hotel de 
Paris ; of course, it was the h(*ight of the season, and all 
things were at their best,— for instance, the charges at 
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the hotels, which :ire all exactly doubled ; the proci^ssions 
which take place each day, lasting for hours, are the 
great attraction ; they are composed of groups of very 
great value, each usually carrit^I on the shoulders of 
many mcui ; they are the property of ditferent cofradias 
(confraternities), all trying to eclipse one another in the 
spK‘ndoiir of their ])ageants ; each is concludcMl with 
Maria San/issima in most gorgeous rob(\s, with trains 
covered with massive bullion lacts and ov(T twimtv feet 
in length ; in Spain, her effigy is treated with all the respect 
shown to an (*arthly monarch, and the Queen of Spain 
is her .Mistress of the Robes ; the Second Person of the 
Trinity has quite a subordinate position. PtThaps the 
most amusing was at the C’hurch of San Salvador; 

it is till.* cere.iiioiiv of /as /res caidas ()the three falls), in 
whiidi a prii'st comes along tin* nave, staggering (or 
])retending to) under a huge cross, and falls three times 
to the ground ; tlum there is t]\o sermone de las /res hmis 
de a^onia, but it usually lasts only om; hour, happily. 

lJ('re, where Murillo was born, w'e have many works of 
the grt'at “ Pin/or de /os eofttepeiomsP and his three styles 
exhibited in perfection — tin* frio, tluj ealido, and the 
vaporoso ; the wonderful Annuncia/ionP “ .SV. 'Jhomas 
dis/rdadiui^ almsP whii h he always called mi euadro (my 
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picture), both at the Gallery; the celebraU'd St. Anthony, 
and one of his most pleasing pictures, the An^el dc ta 
Guarda (the Guardian Angel Jiolding a child), an^ both in 
the (Cathedral ; at I. a Caridad is one of his masterpieces, 
Moses striking the rock, called La Sid (thirsLV 'Ihe 
glorious old ("alhedral is greatly obscured by tin- scallbld- 
iug in the nave, but ev(^ry where is to be seen the most 
excpiisili^ si'ulpture, and the grandeur of its statidv archi- 
tecture is unrivalleil ; its (degant towiT, Gini/da, is a 
relic of old ^Moorish days, and cointnands an exbmsivt; 
and beautiful view. During this most dismal wta*- — 
th(' St'/nana —one’s eyes an* evajrywhmc gna‘l(Hl 

by the announceiiuMit on placards, that, on Domingo di 
Pascjua (Easter Sunday) thi*re will be a grand Gorridti 
di '/oros (a grand bull fight} in honour of Aljuia San- 
tissima, and that six bulls will be kilhnl ; tliey might go 
on to say that about eighteen horses will b'^ al:;o turned 
insidt^ out, a\id all to the glory of God, and in lioitour 
of His Mother ! The day arrives, and, ajiarl from the 
fiendish cruelty to the horses, it is a grand show. Tlu* 
pageant is most gorgeous: tht* bright-eyed Si'.villanas, 
tlu'. prettiest type of Andalusian bi*auty, are all in the 
\ery gayest attire, with flowers in their hair, and shewing 
Jiow gracefully and cociuettislily they can w'ear the wJiite 
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lace mantilla ; tliey arc joyous at I he thought that the 
gruesome Cuaresina is over, and bent on coniiuest, being 
“ Skilled in all the witching arts of love.” 

They look on with the utmost nonchalance at the un- 
fortunate horses bfung disembowel Itul, and kicking away 
from them, before they fall, their own entrails, which art? 
hanging on the ground ; many American and English 
ladies wi're present, but thi'v take usually a book to read, 
until th(^ hors(‘s an^ all cleared away ; tins is the hideous 
part of the show, which all Init Spaniards could tlispense 
witli, or, rath(T, would abolish. With ihtun, liowever, if 
th(‘y fancy that not enough liorses have beem proviilt‘d, 
there are cries of ” W/v) o//W/e, oho nibnllo'' (another 
horse). Guerita, the first Matador of Spain, and Kspar- 
tenj, and Mazzontini (tlie favourite all-round Jonm)^ 
distinguished iheinselves by the, most consuininate cool- 
ness, when confr(Utted by wliat looked like certain d('ath 
from the horns of the infuriated 'loro. Now commences 
the luria (Fair) week, when all iivr, given up to fun and 
gaiety, and when Seville, looks its brightest and best, fhe 
''y't rid'' is hehl in a large ‘‘open s])ace, like a peoi)Ufs 
park for the time being, outside one of the gates of tin* 
city ; here are ereeUul hundreils of small temporary sheds 
prettily deeoratiid, each opening on to a little boarded 
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floor witli flowers around ; here they come to m(‘et and 
entertain tlieir friends, picnicking by day and dancing l)y 
night ; the climate is delicious, and, in the evening, with 
myriads of^ coloured lights about, and the. soft music 
of pianos, guitars, and maiulolini's, to which the fair 
Sevillanas love to dance their boleros, faiidangoi's, and 
cachuchas, ami display their graceful forms and pretty 
('oquettish ways, in utter disn^gard of tlu' ailiniring 
gaze of thousands of passers by, — it is altogi^ther a 
scmie not to be matched in Kurope. On the last night 
of the *\/eriap Seville was illuminated, and the elfect 
was grand ; th(^ festooning of the splendid bridge* over 
the ( hiadaUiuivir, and of the banks of tin* river, gave 
the idea of fairy-land ; justly they art* j)roud of ih«‘ir 
beautiful city, whicli they call a maravilla\ tht y are a 
pleasant ami easy-going t)eople, as are. the Andabisiaus 
generally, never giving themselves tlie trouble to do 
to-day what Uhey can possibly put oil' till to-rnorrow 
'manana, a word ever on their tongues). “ //u’ p-w li, 
manana J)or ml'' (to-day for you, to-morrow for iiK!;, is 
a favourite saying; tin* iili*a among them appears to be th.it 
“ time was mad(' for slaves.” 

'rheri* seems a kind of family likeness, especially 
among the women, and much similarity ot expn'ssion in 
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their glorious eyes ; they are never very highly educated, 
but siifTiciently accomplished, and, intensely love admira- 
tion ; they arc not too strait-laced in their fancies, 
and are j)r€'ictical. 

I was told of a sweet young Sevillana, who was 
talking of hijr fiance, and the chances of her becoming 
married to him that season, “ but,” she said, “ he knows 
so many of my girl friends, and finds it dinicull to 
d(‘i;ide ; there will be a ball soon, however, at which 
we shall all b(' decollctees, and llien^ I think, he will 
make up his mind.” 

T.ong could one linger in this beautiful city, but I 
often wonder how they beguile time in the hot weather, 
wlien it reaches in the shade. 

No town in Spain has a more fanciful device and motto 
than Seville, it is IVo CO do'' \ the figure in the centre 
is a skein of silk called in Spanish a madeja ; so the 
motto is a rebus, and reads “ No ma dejado ” {^uo me 
ha dejado) — “ She has not de.serted me.” 
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CHAPTIiR IV. 

through don QUIXOThVS COUNTRV 
TO EASTERN SPAIN. 

Part of uiv journey to Toledo was by a train sto|)pin.L' 
at all the small stations. The guard of the train and llu* 
employes of each station would stroll about sinokiiii: 
cigarettes, and at length it would occur to soiin‘ 0 iie 
that there was a train which might as w(dl inov(‘ along. 
So althougli we were two hours late on reaching Alcazar, 
where 1 rested for the night, it was considerci! a fair 
journey. x 

Of all the dull, uninteresting districts in Kurope, it 
would be hard to beat the country of Don (^Kiixoti*, 
which we had been traversing, and (‘iideavouring to 
picture the immortal Don charging windmills and floc ks 
of sheep. A few hours next morning and we were at 
Toledo, the ancient capital of Roderick, the last ol the 
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Gotlis, wliicli afterwards preceded Valadolid and Madrid 
as the principal town in Spain, the city of Charles V. 
Tlie site of the city is unique and most commanding. 
It crf)wns the summit of a rocky eminence, round which 
runs its girdle of walls and towers, and is circled on 
three sides by the 'I'agus, the' whole bedng most roman- 
ticJilly beautiful. There art' Moorish remains of great 
interest, but, of coiirst*, its glory and magnificence have 
passi'd away ; its majestic old cathedral, now its ])ride, 
I think, impressed ino more than any other in Spain, 
especially its interior; the old Spanish Gothic style is 
lierc in perfection ; the extjuisitt' work in the rctahlo 
(rtMVilos) in the Capilhi Real, in llu; respaldo of the 
Coro, in the ttjinb of .Areiidoza, the “(jrand Cardinal,” 
and ill tin* lovely columns of tlie scdilia, is nowhere sur- 
passed. In one chapel is the tomb of the last Moorish 
king of 'loledo; centrally situated in an aisle under a 
fini' hahiachino is one of the most sacred relics in all 
Spain — it is no less than the precious sioiu' (^n w'hich 
Maria Santissima alighted when she descended from 
Heaven in a.d. 060 , to invest Archbishop Ildefonso (St. 
Ildefonso), her favourite saint, with a chasuble; the stom* 
is in the centre of a lovely^ marble case with two aper- 
tures, each with an iron grating and holy water in front. 
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All young girls on entering the Cathedral proceed straight 
to tins relic, and touch it, then crossing themselves, ami 
retiring backwards. The legend is represenU'd over the 
western entrances and in many otluir places. Oven- the 
cloisters is an old rarely visited gallery, to which ‘S/ 
sefior Don Dinero''* (backshish) gained imi admission; in 
it are kept the — colossal figures which used 

to be carried through the city in procession. The chief 
of these is tlie Tarasca (a huge alligator), into tin* mouth 
of which the elderly female conducting me di'>a[)})i‘ared, 
and caused th(; grotes(|ui^ figun' of the' Anamltfia to 
spring out of its l)ack. 'I'his Anavolena is Anna Holey n, 
and, tlit-y mean by it, Prolestanfism springing out of the 
foul b(‘ast of the slime. It was introdiu'od soon after our 
Henry VHl.’s divorce of C'alherine of Aragon and mar- 
riage with the Protestant Anne Ihd(,‘yn (Anna Helen * or 
AnaroUna, the b and v in Spanish being almost int(u*- 
chang('able) ; of course, it was inteiuU'd as a high com- 
pliment to England. 

Six dreary hours to Madrid, by a very miserably con- 
dncled line of railway, on which the em|)loyes struck me 
as being a strangely apathetic and discontented set. Tlu^re 
is little to impress the traveller in the (apital of Spain, 
always, of course, excepting the glories ot its galleries 
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in tlie Prado, and its Armeria. It lias been often and 
truthfully said that it is like a large French town, with 
“ se hahla EspahoV' written up; its streets and shops, 
its hotels and theatres arc, of course, good, but it is at 
the glorious galh^ries in the Prado that we are rewarded 
for our journey to Madrid. They are the finest in the 
world. 'Think of ten Raphaids, forty-two Titians, sixty- 
foiii Rubens, sixty Teniers, sixty-five Velazquez, forty- 
six ^lurillos, (S:c., S:c. Here is Vtdazquez’s grand painting 
of the Summit r of /iredtiy which gained for him his 
greatest honour — (he Knighthood of St. Jago. 

I was given a permit to visit th(? very fine modern 
jiictuies at th(' Stnado (the House of Lords), and the' 
polite iusiode, who shewed me round, iiiiormed imr that 
there was to be an afternoon debate the same day, and 
asked me if I shoidd like to be present at it. It so 
happened that it was the very thing 1 wished for, but 
had been informed at the Embassy that it would not 
be possible to gain admission. On prcs( anting myself 
how'ever, I was shewn into a box, and heard a most 
lively and exciting debate on the subject princijially of 
Cuba ; there was much licat in the discussion, and the 
speakers were deciiledly tlueiit and impassioned in their 
style. 
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The Armeria is most intcrestini^: and exquisitely arrangiul. 
TI(‘re we see the swords of Boabdil, of Don [ainie el 
CoiKjuistador, of Oonzalvo de Cordova, of Charles V., 
Pizarro and Cortes. The collection of armour is mat^nifi- 
cent and well k(‘|)t. 

The wonderful P'seorial is about one-and-a-half hours 
from Madrid, and is built on the wild slopes of the 
Guadarrama. It is palace and monastery in one enormous 
edifice of 200 yards square; designed, and its erection 
superintended, by Philip IT., it is vast and gloomy, but 
shews great tast(‘ in its magnificent proportions. It is 
correctly called San Lorenzo el Real, and, from tlu? fact 
that it is dedicated to that vSaint, many imagine that 
they can pc^rceive it is in the form of a gridinm, as it was 
on some such instrument that he sulfiTed inarlyrdoin. 
I^raying, and that they might bi' prayed for, a])pear to 
liave been the ideas with which tin,* Spanish inonarchs of 
the sixteenth century were possi;ssed. Philij) was praying 

V 

here when the news of the great victory of Lt.panio was 
brought him ; and, at another time, when that of th(‘ 
destruction of the Spanish Armada reached him, but, on 
both occasions he continued to pray ! In this, tlie most 
gigantic edifice the world lias i:vcr S('en, the gloomy 
monarch lived for fourteen years. He declared that he 
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merely required a cell^ and had one contrived so that 

from his bed in it he could view the grand altar, and 
here the miserable bigot died, after lying for fifty-three 
days, wondering if he had burnt enough heretics to merit 
salvation ! 

Wlien leaving the hotel here rather hurriedly, to catch 
the return train to Madrid, a thoughtful waiter gave me 
in change:, an escudo (value two shillings) made of lead. 

1 had been often warned on the subject, and gencTally 
had plenty of change about me, so this was the only 
time that I received bad money. 

I went on to Valladolid, as I i)articularly wished to 
have a glimpse at the one-time capital of Spain. We 
passed the snowy range of the (jiiadarama, and just 
before reaching Avila we went through a tunnel 2,520 
feet above the sea. The cold was grc*ai. That evening, 
at Valladolid, 1 was strolling on the Prac^a, when two of 
the Guardia Municipal came up to me and politely asked 
me my nationality, what 1 was iherc^ for, and arrested me. 
I accompanied them to show my passport to their chief, 
who minutely examined it and seemed satisfied ; then 
came in the chief of the detective ])olice (with two men), 
who again inspected my pas.sport. Many (pjestions were 
put to me, and 1 thought all was over satisfactorily,— but no. 
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I was then escorted to the presence of the Arinisler of the 
Interior, who again inspected the passport, and remarked 
to me, that, being an ofluuT, I should see how necessary 
it was for them to take tlu^se precautions ; to which I 
replied, that, if wc' in London took a similar precaution,— 
viz., that of arresting everyone wlio hapi)eniid to he a 
foreigner— we should have enough to do. He ended by 
sending two ollicials (one an oHlcer) to escort mt; home 
to my hotel. 'They were all most polite from beginning 
to iMul. 'I'h(;y oftcrc;d to escort me next day round the 
sights of the town, but I declined with thanks, and told 
tlumi that as 1 spoke Spanish and always appreciated the 
Spanish pc'ople, T should prefer to go round alom*. It 
was altoginher a disagreeable business, and spoilt my 
evening. 

1 found the town not very interesting after the rs- 
trernely interesting cities 1 had latidy visited, and 1 
suppose the litde I'pisode of my arrest rather disgusted me. 
It happened a few weeks after Ravachors exjiloit in Paris. 
1 returned next day to Madrid, and, the following day, — 
after a flying visit to the Prado, — started for Valencia, 
and passed through a rich country, espcicially after 
reaching Almansa, when it becomes (piite oriental - it is 
the Huerta of Valencia, and called the (jarden of S])aiii. 



Ramhlt’S in the Peninsula. 


^32 

The country people have a very INIoorish look frequently, 
and preserve many old customs certainly inherited from 
the Moors, such as the invariable one of making their 
women folk stand up and wait on them at meals. Valencia 
(the capital of the province) is a town of importance, and 
th(i noise made by its church bells on a Saint’s day, seems 
to emphasize the fact. 'I'he morning after arrival, I mounted 
to the b(dfry of the Cathedral, and inspected these dis- 
turbers of the peace ; they were named Maria Santissima, 
Sta. Barbara, Sta. Ursula, San Miguel, and the little 
pagan “ Narcisso ” with several others. C)v(jr tin? high 
altar is a fine pii ture of the I^ast Supper, by Ribalta, 
in which the artist has cand'ully immortaliz(,‘d a shoe- 
maker who had dunned him, by putting his lace on 
to Judas. 

I found the people ot Valencia very pleasant and 
obliging, and the womtm are good-looking, but not st) 
co(jiu*tiisIi as the Sevillanas. The town has jilenty 
of life in it, and, the market plact?, with its crowds of 
country people, is a sight not to be forgotten. A few 
miles out, arij some pottery and azulejo (tile) works, which 
are well worth a visit ; I bought there a facsimile of the 
celebrated Moorish vase of the Alhambra. 

The (jeneral-Commandaiit gave me an order addressed 
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to the Gohimio Militar (Military OovL-rnor) at MiirviiMlro 
(the ancient Sagnntiim, which fell to Hannibal after a 
siege of two years, eciiialled only by that of Zaragoza ; 
it led to the second Punic war). I proceeded thither, 
and was shewn over the C(‘lebraied t'astillo by a \ery 
intelligent and w('lI-spoken young siTgc'ant. It is on an 
isolated rock, on the north slope* of which are the Pui*blo 
(the village) and the Roman 'Plicatre. Thi^re were no 
guns in position on the fortifications, but a battery was 
being constructed conmiamling tin? road from Arragon 
shewing that they think sonujthing of it. My guidi* 
shewed me one of the curious calahozos (dungeons', which 
was down a very st(‘(‘p llighl of sU^ps, and was used 
occasionally. I was shewn all ov(*r the barracks, and 
through the dormi/onos, as they call the barrack rooms, 
and tasted the soldiers’ soup, which was belter than that 
at many a table iThCtte. 'I'hi'ir rifles (Remington’s) were 
very w^ell kept. 'PliiTe was but t>iie company in garrison, 
aiul they seemed very well cared for. ..Vt the conclusion 
of my round 1 offered my guide a peseta, but he ve ry 
polit(‘ly thanked me, and decliiu*d to accept it. 

'Porto.sa was my ni*xt hailing [ilace, with its mineral 
baths. TIkj Cathedral is very line inside aiul out. I 
observed some, very fine old taj)i‘slrv hanging on each 



134 


Rambles hi the Peninsula, 


side* of the Capilla, in which is the grand altar. There 
are two forts and some picturesque old castkis on the 
hills around. I soon moved on to Tarragona, on its 
lofty rock of 800 feet, with its wond(;rful Cyclopean 
remains of Phcjcnician origin. It was a most important 
town under the Romans, and there aie some magnificent 
remains of its ancient splendour, especially tlie old 
aqiu'duct {el ponie del diablo) in a se.qinistered valley — 
it looks as sound and strong as though freshly built. 
The fine Cath(‘dral inU'rested me very iniicli ; there is 
iuu('h (juaint inediieval work about it — curious groups 
in relief of most fat'ctious di;vils and their victims. In 
the cioisUirs are sonu* most remarkable pillars around — 
there is one with a capital representing the three kings 
of thti Kast, sleiqnng three in one bed, being aroused 
in the morning by an angel ; on anothcT art*, some mice 
at the luneral of a (k.-ad cat ; but on the next ju'llar it 
seems this cat had been shannning, and liad sprung up, 
scattering all tln^ funeral procession. But what a din the 
bells of th(! Cathedral make! — 7 'ive Dios! and Cuaresima 
has been sonu* time over. 

Here lies Don Jaime, Kl Contjuistador, the great 
King of Arragon. 

'Hiere is, wlierever one goes, a Don of paramount im- 
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portance, without whom the most experienced traveller is 
non-plussed, and that is “ El Sehor Don Dinero ’’ {dinero is 
money). On presenting myself one day at the bank 
(Banco de Vails) in correspondence with Cook, they 
very politely declined to cash my circular note, assign- 
ing, as a reason, that Cook had directed them not to 
cash certain notes of which they showed me the numbers, 
which had been stolen from some Englishman or other. 
I ask(id them what that had to do with mi' notes, but 
they were impcn(?trable on the subject. 'I’liey also, ami 
for the same reason, politely declined to give me Spanish 
money for an English sovereign. Of course, 1 wrote to 
Cook vS: Son of this crass stupidity, and they now do 
businiiss with another firm. You cannot do without 
Don Dinero, 

I found it was just possible to visit in a day the 
out-of-the-way monastery of Pobh't ; it entails a walk of 
a few miles from a point on the line of rail some twenty- 
five miles fro\n Tarragona. Foblet was once the Esccnal 
of Arragon, where all those proud moiiarchs and their 
families were buried ; the palace was in the midst of 
the monastery. Many years after that Arragon had 
ceased to be a separate kingdom, the monks of Poblet 
had become too exclusive and aristocratic in their ideas ; 
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a peasant mob with whom they were very unpopular, 
burnt and destroyed the glorious old pile, of which the 
ruins are vast and imposing, and played skittles with 
the skulls of the Kings and Queens of Arragon ! I 
reached Baretdona the same evening, and, having deter- 
mined to take uj) my Spanish wanderings at this point 
the following spring, I crossed to Marseille, and came 
homewards through the charming province of Dauphine, 
round to Paris. 
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CIIAPTKR V. 


Eart.Y in February the following year I journeyc^d down 
to Spain, via Arles, Nismes, Montpellier, Narbonne, CetU*, 
and Port Bout, the French froutitT town, or, as 
facetious Phenchman in the train remarked, “ le bout dn 
nionde/* A very slow Spanish train took us in five hours 
to (j(irona, which has a Cathedral worth seidng, and in 
th(* evening we reached Barcelona, where the I/olel tie 
las cuatro IVaciones offi'rs very fair accommodation. 
Barcelona is a city with far more life in it than one 
usually finds in Spain ; here are fine promenades, 

especially the “ Rambla” (the Alameda promenade of 

\ 

the place), where all the world are to be met strolling 
about. Perhaps Barcelona is the most cosmopolitan town 
in all Spain, and the people lhert‘ an^ more wide-awake 
than in most parts. Two or three days’ stay sn diced 
however for me, and I embarked in th(‘ “ C. ataluiia for 
Ims Islas Baleares (the Balearic Isles', somewhat under 



138 


Rambles in the Peninsula, 


one hundred miles. The sea was tranquil and the air 
delicious. Thn'e Spaniards in niy cabin must needs all 
light cigarettes directly they got into bed, and the 
atmosphere there was the reverse of delicious. At 7 
next morning we were off Majorca (Mallorca), and soon 
entered its fine bay, which is fourteen miles across, d'he 
geiKiral view around is very picturesque and pleasing, and 
one soon becomes interested in the beauties, architectural 
and other, of Palma (the capital). The Cathedral is very 
imposing from its size, and several othcir churches well 
repay a visit. Tlie Lonja (Kxcliange) is elegant, and 
pt^rhaps the most typical of the publii: buildings. It was 
loth Kel)ruary when I arrived, and all was batlnal in 
delicious sunshine. In the evening, as it was carnival 
time, the wildest gaiety prevailed, and the liotel (the 
“ Fonda Balear'") appeared to be in tin' midst of it all. 

King Carnival is a merry monarch, but a little of him 
goes a long way, and it was a real pleasure to get away 
from his tomfooleries to the charming and elegant rooms 
of Mr. Marc, H.B.M.’s Consul. Thanks to his kind- 
ness I was introduced to some members of tlui leading 
families in the islands and "made an honorary member 
for a month of the military club through tlie politeness 
of the Count de INrontenegro. In Majorca is quite a 
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little aristocracy formed among tin; descendants of the 
nine knights who accompanied Don Jaime I. (“ Kl (>)n- 
quistador”), who subjected these islands to Spain. Thtdr 
families have always intermarried and maintained a kind 
ot feudal system in the island- 'riiey are called by the 
people Biitifarras"' (big sausages), and hav(‘ each a 
country seat as w(*ll as a house in Palma. A stay in 

Palma is very agrec'abh*. It is free from trippers, the 

people are very pleasing and naturally polite, and 

crime is said to be almost unknown in the island. 
At the Fonda I had the ph\asure of uieeling the 

daughters of th(^ great Oxford Professor and His- 
torian of the Norman Coiuiuest, and in their vcmt 
charming society to visit the most picinr(!S(iu(^ and 
interesting little town of Sober. On the drive there we 
ex|)lored the old monastery of X'aldemosa, tailed the 
C%ariuja (Chartri'use), whcTe (jcorge Sand livi'd for some 
time, and, having been given introductions b) Mr. Marc, 
were most hosj)itably received by the Austrian (}r«Mid 
Duke, cousin of the Empress, at his most extjuisitely 
situated Chateau ol Miramar on the north coast. lit' 
met us anti took us thrtnigh all his show rooms, in 
which he has a fine collection of old chests anti cabinets, 
and some very tpiaint t)ld Majolica ware. VVe arrivetl 
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in the afternoon at Soller, a most romantic and pn'tty 
villa, 1(6 situated in a hollow, through which a streamlet 
runs, and surrounded by mountains of two to three 
thousand feet. It is perfectly clean and salubrious. 'The 
grountl is all cultivated, and every vegetable seems grown. 
It was early in February. The apple, plum, and almond 
trees weri‘ one mass of blossom, and the lemon anil orange 
trees wi re groaning with delicious fruits ; the hill slopes 
aie laid out in littlci terraces, and pretty houses abound 
ill the midst of the olive, carab, and oranges trees 
around ; the peoph' arii invariably most friendly and 
courteous, and one is grci'tiHl with kindly salutations, 
such as, ''bon dias (may you have a good day), 

by the fair Mallonjuiiias, who are very good-looking, 
and wear the rebosillo head-dress in bi'coining style. 

With the morning chocolates they give a kind of half 
cake and half pastry, called ensimada, whii h is dei idedly 
good. Under the archway leading to the houses is a 
small court with perhaps a cosy nook and a brasPro (a 
brazen vessel filled with burning charcoal, round which 
thi‘y sit and place their feet), and jii^oplc walk in and 
out of each other’s houses »^in the most friendly and 
unceremonious manner. At one house I heard a Majorca 
song containing the pretty verse 
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‘‘ Un estrella se han perdiclo, 

En el cielo y non parece ; 

En III, cara, se ha mctido, 

Y en ta fronte resplendeco.” 

A star has been lost, 

And no lonjfcr appears in the heavens ; 

In you, dearest, it has placed itself, 

And in your forehead shines resplendent. 

1 thoiiglit Sollcr quite unique in its way, anil allogelliiT 
one of the most interesting little beauty sjiots 1 i‘ver 
visited. Returning to Palma, we visited on tlu* way the 
lovely country house of the ("ount de Montt negro, called 
Raja, 'rhere we saw the priceless chart of the old w^rld 
by Yalsequa, supposed to havii l)elongt‘d to Annaieo 
Vespucci, with the ink-stain spilt on it by (ieorg'* 
Sands, when copying it. The Americans had offered to 
convey it across the Atlantic in a frigati* sent expressly 
for it, and keej) a double sentry over it at tlu.' Chicago 
Exhibition, but the proud and obstinati* old Count 
refused to iV.t it go. About ninety miles by rail takes 
one to Manacor, a town at the eastern end of tlu; inland, 
and thence a drive of a feAv niilt's to Arta, where is the 
wonderful Cueva (cave) in the clilT over the sea. It is 
in fact a grand natural Cathedral on various levels, with 
an Or^an, Maria Santissima, Ratisteria, and an Inferno 



Rtuuh/es in //it Pcninsu/ti , 


/42 

which is at a considerable depith below. 'J'here is in one 
hall a s[)leiKlid column sevemty-live feet in Indglit, which 
is callt‘d “La Rcina.” Sonn* halls artj [50 fe(!t in 
heii^ht, with sphmdid columns and stalactites. It is far 
from being as extensivi' as the great cav(‘s of Adelsberg, 
but is very curious and apparently little known. 

I joiiKid a party of ladi(‘s next day and took the rail 
to Im a, and then a drivi* of thret' and a half hours to 
Lluch, a great j)lace of i)ilgrimagi;, on account of a 
mirach>working virgin (image) there, which wci duly 
inspected in the* church. 'rravelUirs ran put up h(*re at 
the /mfh'di rill, under tlu* Rt‘ctor, but, as it is a uisn 
sania (a holy houst*) they must conform to the rule — 
Siltncio -which, in large letters, meets the eye (every- 
where. A lot of ])r(Hty young girls wtjrc* there, but I 
could not tempt them out to be photograi)hed. A young 
lady of our party said it w.as h(*cans(i lh(*y were not 
(juitt* dressed as they would have wished. 

Lliich lies high, about i,t)Oo tec;!, but I had on my 
way thence to Pollenza, to climb witli my guia (guide) 
and mule, some Soo feet higher, and then descend into 
a beautiful valley running down to tin* sea, 'The ridge 
AV(; crossed is ol a very curious geological formation, 
resembling [)arts ol' the Dolomites, and is tJie most 
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singukir piece of shiirp pinnacle points I ever saw. 'I'lie 
excursion is a fatiguing one on foot, and I was glad to 
arrive at the rather primitivi' Fonda at Pollenza. Stone 
lloors, marble-topped tables, no table-cloths, etc., ('tc., 
and a cold cutting wind penetrating everywhere - such is 
th(i Fonda at lV)llenza. Next day a youth escorted me 
up th(i Pnig (pro. Pooich) de la X'irgen. It is a steej) 
ascent of some goo feet. At the summit is a glorious 
I'isla of the whol(‘ north of the island. \Xc looked down 
on Alcudia with its old Moorish walls and its splendid 
bay, and, about fifty miles olT, the Island of Minon w, 
with tlu‘ tcnvii of Ciudadela distiiuily visible through m 
glass. It was from tlu' Torre of the llosptdtria that I 
beheld this glorious panorama. Accommodation is given 
gratis for twenty-eight jxtsoiis, but th(‘v must take their 
own provisions. This Puii( is a placi^ of pilgrimage, as 
there is a gn^at treasure there. It is statcil in an 
account which is framed and hanging up in one of the' 
chapels, ihat^in 134S (a hundred years after the conquest 
of the island by Don Jaime I., King of Arragoii), some 
pious folk from Spain were cx])loring the when 

they found an image of Maria Saiitissima and the 
Bambino in a hollow in the rocks. This had miracu- 
lously been there hidden in the time ol tlie !\Ioors. ()1 



Rambles in fhe Peninsula, 


course, this story, like all similar ones, musi be true. 
Next (lay the Amo (landlord) of the Fomhi drove me to 
the Puerto of Alcudia, whc're I slept at a casa de 
/-Iuesl>edes ( house for i^uosts), and a! amanecer ( day- 
break) embarked for Mahon, the capital of Minorca. 


MINORCA (Menorca). 

And a most glorious daybreak it was ; just as the 
coursers of the Sun Ood burst through som(^ cloudl(‘ts 
in the golden east, tlu^ g(*ntle TAiiia, his vis-a-vis, was 
lazily sinking behind the Puig de la N'irgcm. At i p.in. 
we wen^ ill the magnificent Puerta Mahon, with tlui 
shattered Fort San Filijie on our left, which was captur(‘d 
during the war of succession in Spain by Omu^ral 
Stanhope in 1708. When Minorca was recaptured from us 
in 175O by the Due de Richelieu — after which the island 
remained French for seven years, — it was considered 
that Admiral l:)}ng ought to have gone to the relief of 
this Fort, and for this lu'ghict of duty he was brought 
to court-martial and shot ,^at Spithead on board the 
“ Monarch.” The island was restored to Fhi gland, but in 
1782 was attacked by France and Spain combined, when 
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Fort San Filijic was heroically defended by Oeneral 
Murray, who had, however, to yiehl to a greatly sii|)»*rior 
force. I'he English again captured Minorca in 17^2, but 
it was ceded to Spain in 1802 by the 'IVeaty of Amiens, 
'riie capital, jNTahon, shows many traces of tin' Fnglish 
t)ccupati()n during last century. 'The sashes of the 
windows are of the old f'nglish ])atlern, with th(‘ six 
panes above and six below, and thre(‘ in a row. I am 
not aware tliat this is .seen anywhere out of (Jreat 
Britain, but in this little island; many Fnglish (Expressions 
also are still used then*, and tlu‘ boys in playing 
marbles say “ knuckle down.” The Port is one <d' tin 
finest in Europe, and could shelter the largest lleet. 
'I'he Spaniards have a saying lliat “ tiu'n' .'in‘ only four 
sate ports in the Arediterranean, viz:— -|une, |ulv, 
August, and Port .Mahon.” 

'Pile island is celebrated for the vi‘ry rcinarhable 
monuments found there, and calh'd 'r.ilnyots. 'Plie 
favourite thi'ory seems to be that lhc\- are to mark the 
tombs of illustrious persons, and that ihi* pndiistoric 
people who erected them were worshippers of ancestors. 
Tin; monument is a massive upright,” surmounted by a 
large scpiare horizontal .slab, on which, perhajis, human 
sacrifices were offered ; upright stones an* annind like' at 
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StoneIieni>-e, but smaller. There are generally caves also 
aroiiiul, in many of which the niches still remain, where 
the dead were deposited. These caves are now the abode 
of shei‘p, goats, and pigs. 'J’he entranc(?s to some of them 
reminded me of old Etruscan work ; the Consul, M. 
Segui, who show(‘d me his very pre^tty collection of 
paintings of thes<' monuments, told mt^ that the name 
talayot is (UtIvihI from atalavar^ to “ mount guard,” and 
that they have been used as watch towers by successive 
races of Pluenicians, Carthageiiians, Romans, Moors, 
and Christians. 

'Tht; pe(^j)l(r of Minorca are gooil-natured, easy-going, 
and very (;ourl(‘ous to strangers; th( ir villagers are all 
most scrupulously clean, and lh(* houses all whitewashed 
inside and out — in fact, whiliuvashiiig is one of tlieir 
chief occuj)ations. CU*anliness is their great characteristic, 
and tli(‘ peasants’ hous('s are mod(‘ls. As a writiT in 
“.Murray’s (mide ” says in speaking of them; — “A man 
wlio has only one and a half frs. a day as wages, and a 
little bit of garden, has a good commodious stone 
house, well furnished, ex(|uisitely clean, and always with 
a spare bed for a stranger, on which a prince might 
sleep, 'rh.e character of the people is in exact harmony 
with their surroundings — they are polite and hospitable. 
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crime is unknown, ;ind a beg.^ar dot's not exist in the 
island.” 1 was oni^ day exploring; Kort San Filipe, 
a])Ove mentioned, and was adinirini^ the fiiie Fort in a 
most commanding position on the opposite side of the 
entrance to tlui harbour, named F'ort Isabel II. No one 
is allowed to visit this Fort, and even the proh'ssional 
photograj)her of .Mahon is forbidden to lake a phologra})h 
of it. It so happenc‘d that a few days befori? an Knglisli- 
man’s yaclit had run aground below, and having been 
given permission by the commander of the guard to tak(‘ 
a photo of this yacht, I found it easy to turn my kodak, 
so as to get a V(‘ry fair view of the easlh; also. Afl< r 
four days’ stay, T had a fine passage of S(‘ven hours in a 
small Ta/)or back to Alcudia, in Majorca, and by c arriage 
and rail reached Falma the same day, and in a few days 
after was back in Barcelona. 

Harceloiia is certainly a busy cosmopolitan sort of 
town, and its Rarnbla is a fine promenade. Its (.’atlnulral 
is interesting. 1 was taking a turn om; afternoon round 
the cloisters, wluni two stray femah^s accostcul me, and 
performed for my edification, in front ol me, a species 
of “ danse du ventri',” with now and then a kick up ; 
but they compounded for this rather sacrilegious exhi- 
bition, by giving a litth* bobbing curtsey before every 
old Saint’s figure as they jiassed along. 
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1 was mentioning this to an a(:quaiiitanc(i in the 
evening, and he told me there is an enlightened place 
in Cataluha where all the domestic animals — cows, 
sheep, dogs, cats, poultry, c'tc. — are made to fast rigidly on 
(lood Friday, and where all the little dogs’ tails are tied 
up with black crepe during T.ent. 

I liatl arranged to visit a plaeti of great interest, 
Montserrat, so went by rail to Afonistrol, anti then 
by the funicular, or, as the Spaniards call it, the “ ctrnial- 
leniT d'he engine in rear pushes up one largti carriage 
dividtul in two, the front part the “ clasii dc lujo,” the 
other th() “ gentTal ” ; it is very well managed, and after 
a climb of om^ hour and a ijuartcr, we arriv(‘d at the 
“ ^lonaster\ of Montserrat.” 'riu^ scenery is indeed 
grand, and worth going any dislanct' to see ; the inven- 
lion of tilt' “ Virgen,” in a hole up ht'rt', was a grand 
itlea, and I think (he prt)j)rietor of the Fonda atljoining 
the Monastery must especially bless her miunory. 

Next .morning at 5.30 the tlawn approachetl, and, as 
my room in the casa of Santa 'reresa lookt'tl nearly cast, 
I was roused by sunrise, anti soon on the move ; alit'r 
my chocohit complel at the Fonda, 1 siartetl for a steady 
climb of one and a half hours, to a ridge from which 1 
eiijoyctl out.' of tJie finest vit'ws in Juirope. To the 
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east and far away below, was the liver, and beyond it 
the 7 'eira between Montserrat and San Lorenzo — (they are 
of about the same height, 3.000 feet) ; on the north the 
snow-r.:apped Pyrenees ; c lose below me on the wi\st, and 
winding southwards \vas the enormous eUift of 1,500 feet 
in the mountain, which took place at the moment of the 
C'rucifixion ; on the further side of th(^ cleft ros(' the 
wonderful aiifuilhs, towering to 4,000 fecit, and, in the 
distance, the hermitage of San Cieronimo, and three other 
hermitages — there are twelve in all, placed in very in- 
accessible spots, and ap[)roach('d by precipitous padis. 
Montserrat is onr/ of thci holiest ])laces in Kurope, buL I 
found at the Fonda that whilst conforming to the rul(i of 
no meal on Friday, they could give us as good a dinner 
even on (lood hriclay itself as I wish for, viz., a n^al 
good vc'getable soup, two courses of fish, caulifiowiirs and 
broad bc'aiis, pastry, cheese, fruit, and e.xcelleiit lino. 
Sunday was Domingo cle Kamos (Palm Snmlay), and 
there was^ a great procession, and great rciverenie 
shown to a fine black //>7,v7/ high u]) under a cupola 
over the high altar. 'Fhe most holy spot in the plac:e, 
however, is a small cave a])proached by a very pre( ij)ilous 
path, where is the original black Viri^en, whic:h lay hidden 
there during the Mcjorish occupation of SiJain, and to 
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which, monarchs from all parts of Europe have made their 
pilgrimages. Three days on this most bc^autiful mountain 
may be very agreeably spent. My next move was to 
Lerida, the second town in Cataluha, celebrated for its 
ancient Cathedral, but, on applying for the requisite 
permit to visit it, to the Gobierno iMilitar, he most court- 
eously explainc'd to me that it was “ complcianLiite pro- 
hihidoi' It is in the Castillo (the Fort), which is in a 
very commanding position ci;rtainly, and considered an 
important oik'. I witm-ssed, however, a most wonderful 
pn.x'e^'sion, I'omniencing with many bearded warriors of 
the 15th century, with pikes, followed by a swarm of 
those misrrii'oniias, with long conical head-dri‘sses and 
.screened faces, wdth two holes for their (wt^s ; then came 
numbers of acolytes and priests, and large crucifixion 
groups ; then came .Maria Santissima in all her glory, her 
In-art transfixetl witli seven swords (“ Xiicstra Senora de 
los siiie dnlons'') (*‘()ur Lady of the sev(*n sorrows”). All 
taking part had this badge on the breast. After Afaria 
Santissima came a military band and all the troops. Six 
liours by rail brought me to Zaragoza, when; 1 stayed 
for a week at the Kuropa> Hotel, and was very well 
treatiid. \'isitors to Spain do not appear much to 
frequent Zaragoza, but I found very much to see of 



Rambles in the Peninsula. 


* 5 « 

great iaterest. I first visited the old Aljaferia, the Palace 
of the Moorish Sheiks, and afterwards, of the Kings of 
Arragon, and now a depot for rilies piled in rows from 
floor to ceiling. Here, in one room, is a curious motto 
on the ceiling, Zanto ffan/a**; meaning, “one is as 

good as another,” or, the Queen is ecjual to the 
King. It originated in some joke. 'I'liere is also a 
small mostiue in which the Moorish work is exquisite, 
d'here are two fine Cathedrals at Zaragoza ; Aa S/v 
(from ser/eSf from wliich also our word Sh') is of a 
rather mixed styfi,' of architecture, hut there is some 
fine (Jothic work of the i 5 lh century especially in 
the relablo. But tin.' Catlu'dral of El Pilar ( ontains the 

holy of holies, nothing less than the jasjxT pillar on 

which the Virgin stood when she ap])earcd to a saint 
thev call Santiago, soon after the Crucifixion. Here 
also is 'Titian’s splendid “ Kcce Homo,” hut, as this 

was the Semana Santa'' (Holy one had to 

intrigue wit'll the Sacristan to see it, as everything is 
draped in black. I inspected in K1 Tilar some very 
curious old tapestry, in whicli Apollo is re})resented as 
a centaur [ilaying the lyre to maidens ai'ound, with tln‘ 
inscription commencing “ Herbipotens Chiron.” Domingo 
fli Pascua (l^aster Sunday) arrived, with the first grand 
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bull of the year, in honour of Nuestra Sehora la 

Virgen del I^ilar! How the gentle Madre di Dios, tin; 
Messed Trinity, and all the Saints must appreciate this 
politic attention! More than 10,000 people were present, 
and there was great diversion. One lively Toro got over 
the bariier six times, (mdeavouring to escapt? from his 
tormentors; another had eight banderillas in him, all of 
which held, and four times the Espada gave him what 
ought to have been his “happy dispatch,” before he fidl. 
Fifieen horses were slaiightirrcd. When the chiilos appeared 
to be “playing” too miu'h with the Toro, the people! 
formed the idea that the horses were being economisi‘d, 
and th(‘re were yells of “Otro caballo I otro caballo ! ” 
(anothcT horse). 

A most inUT(!^ting relic of the past was being demolisluHl 
when I was there — the cel(!braU‘d Torre Xuiva, as it 
was considered dang(!rous. During the celebrated siege 
its bells were always rung when the watchman on it saw 
that a gun was ab(3Ut to be fired, when all tin* peopii* 
would kneel, crossing themselves, and then lly to the 
defence. (Uierra al nichillo (war to tlu! knife) was 
their cr}' and answer, wheii^ ('ailed on to surrendiT. Of 
course, the gale still exists where the renowned Maid of 
Zaragoza led on the troops: — 
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“Her lover sinks -she sheds no ill-timed tear ; 

Her chief is slain, she fills his fatal post.” 

The siege will always be spoken of as nnr of the most 
reiiiarkal)le in history. 

I went on to Pamplona, halting at night at 'Tiukda, 
which has a venerable Cathedral, but not very much else. 
At Pamplona I put up at the Fonda “ La Perla/’ \viiic*h 
is built on the Plaza, where 10,000 Jews wen' burnt 
alive one evening to comph-ti' some nuptial festivities! 
'Phere is a cliapel to Ignatius Loyola in the vicinity, 
th(‘ bells of which, I recollect, i‘oinm(‘nc(‘<l at 4 a.m., 
and, with an occasional rest of live' minutes, contini!<.(l 
till noon; tin's makes an inferno of any placi*. It is 
a well-fortified town and strong ; its guns sweej) the 
country far around. From hi-re I had a drive by 
diligence of about seventetm miles to Aviz. wln.*r(' 1 
found a good Fonda, with four nic(' young girls, .listers, 
wlio do the waiting I had the hapinness of being at- 
tended to by Hypoli/a. Having se('un'd two horses over- 
night, one for myself and one lor my equipagi'- (two 
(lladstone bags), and a chico (^boy), I started early next 
inorniiig for Burguete. I'he sun was very strong, air very 
fine, and the youth very fond ot ventilating his patois, 
— at lengtli becoming quite irate with me lor not under- 
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standing it ; so when 1 thought fit to dismount and walk, 
that youth, to my delight, was considerably bothered 
with the two horses. Burguete is quite in the Basque 
country, and I was glad to have the chance of seeing 
something of these interesting people. A few miles 
through a fine! forest of chestnuts and beeches brought 
me to Roiicesvalles, called by the f'rench Roncesvaux. 

I was on high ground, between 3,000 and 4,000 feet 
(devation, and the only griicn on the trees was th(^ 
mistlctoi^, called by the Basques misrula. The highest 
mountain near here is the Altobiscardo, which was snow- 
clad. It was whilst descending the slopes of this moun- 
tain, in the din'ction of Franc(i, that Charlemagne’s rear- 
guard was cut to pieces by the Bascjiu's. I also saw tlu; 
mountain road by which Xaj)oleon’s artillery crossed. 
Having secured a room at the Fonda, I went and pre- 
sented a V'Xiitx rccommendini:^^^ mo. to the Bencficio (some- 
thing less than a canon) of the Monasterio. 1 was then 
sh(*wn many relics of great value and interest, ko\)i 
higgledy-piggledy in ancient cuj)boards, — a beautiful gold 
cross with two little upright glass tubes at the base, each 
containing one thorn of about inches, from the crown 
of Christ, a splendid crown for Maria Santissima with 
fine emeralds and diamonds ; a fine pendant with large 
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square emerald and diamond crosses, with all the attri- 
butes of Christ ; a very finely worked gold chain ; a 
hemisphere of ivory, carvcid exquisitely inwards from the 
base as though in a cave, and representing the Deity 
and Cherubs, Virgin and Child and Saints (llie Prior 
could not praise it too highly ami lovingly) ; the works 
of Confucius ; a wonderful volume in silver case of manu- 
script of the time of Cht'irlemagiie ; and lastly, the 
Zapatillas (slippers) of Roland, finely broad-toed and 
sensible. After two days at Roncesvalh'.s 1 startl'd 
northwards by diligimce, for a drive of eight(*en kils., 
winding in and out down huge s})urs of Altobiscardo, to 
Valcarlos (the Spanish frontiijr town) ; then a drive of 
twelve kiis. past the French frontii'r town of Arneguy, 
to St. Jean-pied-dc-port, a pretty little town with a fort 
on a commanding hinght. It has subterranean accom- 
modation for 5,000 men. I met there an Englishman 
who had been in France since the age of eight; he could 
not speak a word of English. It was a great pleasure, to 
me to rest for a few days in this little town and think 
ov(*r the interesting country I liad just left and which I 
had well explored. 'riiroughout Spain one is struck by 
w hat appears to be arrested di'velojnnent ; its glory is in its 
past, “ the close of the fifteenth century was the most 
glorious epoch in its annals, and after this it sank into 
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a state of paralytic torpor.” Freedom of thought, espe- 
cially on religious matters, docs not exist. The first 
thing lias alwaj^s been lli(> jirofessing the faitli, and, the 
stagnation of intellect, which wjis brought about by the 
perpetual persecution of all who v(*ntured to think for 
lliemselv(\s, is (*verywh(^re apparent. 

Everyone is deemed a hcuetic, deserving to be burnt 
and damned etc'rnally, who ventures to believe anything 
but what th(^ Church in its ignorance, believes, 

'roscanelli was declared a heretic for declaring that 
there was an undiscovered country in the West. Some- 
one has cleverly pointed out that “ Radicals are the 
(Icrrirre of the nation ; whiclujver way th(' head turns, 
they naturally turn in the opposite direction.” So 
precisely is it with the spirit of Popery and the spirit 
of the world ; whatever is shewn to be true by 

experience or science*, is so surely opposed by the 
tcacJiing of the Roman Catholic Church ; and, the spirit 

that put Galileo to the torture, for saying that the earth 

went round the sun, and banished Averroes for saying 
that the earth was round, is rampant still. Vet it is 
satisfactory to find that exen their blind, unreasoning 
faith has sometimes to yield to superior force, for even 
Spain has an old proverb which says, “ Jf the F'ates 
are against you, the Saints arc of no use.” 
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“I’ve wandered, but it was in vain, 

In many a far and fureig^n clime. 
Absence is not forgetfulness, 

And distance cannot vanquish time.” 

L. K. I 


There are certainly more enjoyable countries on earth 
than the Gold Coast, especially between April and 
October; it is emphatically a good place to get away 
from. In 1864 a small Ashanti war was being waged, and 
the prospect of active service and promotion are tempta- 
tions to the British olTicer not to be resisted. Having 
been, by good fortune, offered my Company by general 

^ V 

purchase into the 4th West India Regiment, 1 was .soon 
r;/ rou/c for Cape Coast Castle. 

I had the pleasure of going out with Captain Glover, 
just appointed Governor of Lagos ; it was h(^ who raised 
the corps of Houssas, .since so celebrated ; his most 
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interesting memoirs have been published in a charming 
volume by Lady GJover, his Avidow. 

After touching at Madeira and TencrilFe, we went 
straiglit away to Bathurst at the; moutJi of the Gambia, 
and next touched at Sierra Leone ; on the Gold Coast 
the serf was so bad that the mail steamer anchored at 
two miles distance from sliore, and waited for two days, 
befort‘ passengers could land ; it was impossible even 
then to land in the vS]ii|)’s boats. 'Fwo very large canoes 
at hmgth came out from shore, each manned by twenty- 
five natives, all yelling “White man come agin, a come 
agin, a come agin, bring we de money”; it seemed 
a desperate venture, however, in them, but to the above 
dismal chorus, we succec-dcd in struggling ashore ; in 
shooting betwe(*n the rocks close to shore, one of my 
chests went overboard, but was recovered next morning, 
witli the contents improved, of course. 

'I’he heat was intense, naturally, and little could be 
done excepting in tlie very early morning and evening. 
I remark that one occasionally meets people who say 
that the climate of the (iold Coast is not so very bad ; 
let them serve there from May to December inclusive, 
not simply during the Iffs/ months when white troops an^ 
sent out, and their opinion may be worth hearing. 
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In Jime the rain came down in torrents, and through 
the roof of the Castle as through a sieve ; the daiup, of 
course, was extreme, and dysentery (the fatal complaint 
there) was at its worst; no good food, excepting tinned 
provisions, was to bo had ; a fine bullock was carried 
slung on a stick betweein two men ; a whole shee.p was 
cooked as though it were one joint, and it was difiicult 
to find enough on it for six men I A doctor, who had 
just arrived, said that he had observed a number of wild 
turkeys flying about, so he went out shooting, and suc- 
ceeded in bringing home some of those interesting and 
savoury birds known as “Johnnie Crows — they are 
carrion vultures, and they by day, and the hyenas by 
night, are the only scavengers in the place! Vive le 
si)ort ! 

Thii “little war” proved to be a “great farce”; we 
were sej^arated from Kuiiiassie by 200 miles of swamp, 
and, although a few oflicers with small detachments 
managed to qross the Prah to Prahsu, the majority were 
sent to flounder about for a few miles into th(^ interior, 
ther(‘ to die from dysentery or fever ; there never had 
been made suflicient preparations for a war; the only 
troops there, were the 4t]i West India Regiment and a 
wing of the 2nd West India Regiment; there were those 
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present wlio could have organized and carried out j)roper 
transport and commissariat arrangements, but it was an 
impossible time of year. Of the small force above 
named, nearly thirty English officers and 200 men, natives 
of the tropics, had died in a year and a half. 

Many “palavers’* were held at Government House, 
and many “jaw-bones,” etc., arrived, purporting to come 
from tlie King of Ashanti, who was supposed to be 
laughing in his imaginary sleeve, at the idea of the white 
man getting through the swamps. One day the king of 
some friendly tribe visited the town ; he was carried on 
a species of palanquin, with mace-bearers in front and 
rear; many scantily - clad warriors surrounded him, 
bravely gt\sticulaiing and firing blank cartridges into the 
air. The royal party halted, and his majesty alighted to 
walk; the pomp and circumstance of royalty were greatly 
enhanced by the exceeding elegance of his kingly robes, 
which consisted solely of an English soldier’s coatee, 
which he had fastened behind so that the tails hung 
in front ; he wore nothing else, and bore himself 
proudly along, his followers contemplating him with 
delight ; the effect was mposing and ccsthetic 1 The 
news having reached home of the death of a son of Sir 
John Hay, who had been in the bush with his detach- 
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ment, orders were soon sent out for the recall of all the 
troops from the interior, and thus terminated this most 
ridiculous so-called war,* generally spoken of on the 
Coast as the “ red ribbon ” war, because, T presume, no 
one succ(?edc(l in getting one. Shortly afterwards, a 
surgeon-general, of great experience in Madras, was sent 
out from home to invi^stigate the cause of the terrible 
mortality. I well recollect his expatiating to Colonel 
Conran; commanding the troops — a man who had served 
long in West Africa, — and pointing out, that, considering 
the Castle was built on rocks close to the ..ea, of which 
the spray even dashed in at the windows, ciTtainly there 
the climate itself could not be so bad, and that the 
deaths at Cape Coast must have had other causes — 
intemperance, etc. In less than one month, when th(! 
mail steamer arrived homeward bound, this learned 
disciple of /lisculapius was himself down with dysentery, 
and had to be carried on board in a hammock, cursing 
the Coast and the powers which had sent him there, rnd 
hoping that he might live to reach Sierra Leone! 

'rhere is now an Italian savant, one Doctor Samboni, 
who has informed the world thiit dysentery in antral 

* For accounts of this Ashanti War, see the Times of February 
to May. 1864. 
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Africa is caused by drinking bad water; of course it is, 
and had he been sent out in 1864, would, perhaps, 
have enlightened us with the same idea, but I do not 

recollect water being much used as a drink at the Castle ! 

Perhaps the reason was that we had no fresh water 

whatever, but what was obtained by the condensing 

machine from the sea water. 

The Gold Coast, then, was certainly the land of death ; 
many animals have been taken there from the West 
Indies — donkeys, mules, Jamaica-bred horses and dogs — 
but all have died in a few weeks ; the oxen and sheep 
were always brought down from the interior. Sierra 
Leone, the so-callcd white man’s grave, was our health 
station, and happy was the fortunate wight considered 
who managiid ever to get a trip there, or to St. Ilideiia, 
on board a man-of-war. 

The Faiitis (the native tribe inhabiting the Coast) are 
a lazy and depraved set, and in every way the reverse 
of warlike ; they are quite old people at forty ; their 
women are, when very young, sprightly and graceful ; 
they wear a peculiar fixture behind, representing a 
bustle, and called an uft^oophoo; the young girls have 
their breasts and shoulders bare ; soon after puberty, 
which is very early, one shoulder is covered, and both 
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shoulders when married ; they walk and carry themselves 
well, and have an extremely graceful form of salute, 
namely, by a gentle motion of tht^ hand, uncovering 
one shoulder as they approach anyone they wish thus to 
compliment. 'Fhc ladies of the tribe wear their hair in 
spikes, or in some other fashion always high on the head, 
so as to show that they ani not in the habit of carrying 
weights. 

We are, by holding the (iold Coast, supposed, among 
other things, to keep down the slave trade, and perhaps 
we do succeed in preventing slaves being actually sliipp«‘d 
off from Cape Coast; but every native on the Coast is 
born a slave. It is, as it was under the good old 
patriarchal system, in the time of Jacob ; the father or 
hc‘ad of the family may dispost*. of his lamily as he 
pleases; they are his property, and he may sell or pawn 
ihimi ; a girl may be bought for an ounce of gold 
dust 7s. 6d.). 1 do not know whether English 

money passes now among the natives, hut the money 
was gold dust and cowry shells; a ton of cowries e(iuailed 
about ^'70 in valut.*. 

The habits and mode of life of these peo|)le arc not 
calculated to improve the sanitary condition ot the C-^o.ist , 
they bury their dead underneath their houses, with 
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nuggets of gold, if they have any, or, perhaps, cowries if 
they have not, round tlie hody; and, — in the case of a 
man — with a pip(^ and a glass of rum by his side, under 
the belief that such articles may be of service to him, 
and that his sj)irit, which hovers about for some time, 
may lx* appeased and not molest them. 

Their simple Fetich worshi]) seems to be quite well 
adapted to tlnnn ; so long as all goes well, the Fetich 
is cared for, but if any great calamity happens, it is 
dragged through the mud and treated with all indignity, 
and a fresli one instituted. In Benin tlu^ King himself 
is the Fetich. 'The Feticli ('ustoms vary according to 
the jjarticular dispositions of the different tribes ; human 
sacrifices, crucifying a virgin if there has been too much 
rain, and immolating one if there lias not been rain 
enough, etc., and every description of diabolical atrocity 
is carried out if the ])riests say it is necessary. 

Fetichism is defined as “ that slate of worship in 
which ordinary material objects are regarded as the 
vehicles of supernatural powers.” The great Ashanti 
Fetich, as they are a warlike tribe, was the skull of Sir 
John McCarthy, whose small force of Gold Coast Militia 
was beaten by them ; he k'llled liirnself to avoid falling 
into their hands. 
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A small Fetich is usually worn round the nr.ck as a 
charm. As I was mess j)resi(lent, it was necessary to 
keep sometimes rather a large amount of money, and I 
procured a Fanti boy to look after my room, in my 
absence and that of my soldier servant: In- always 
wore his Fetich, in which hi‘, devoutly Ixdievt'd ; and he 
also respected mine, which I established, viz., a small 
marrow bone with a piece of bine ribbon ; this I always 
j)lac(id, to his knowledge, in the drawer containing the 
money. 1 knew that, with him, it was safe, because no 
missionaries had ever tampered with his simph; faith, 
or with that of any member of his family; had I hey done 
so, they would merely have succeeded in uprooting what 
cluTished beliefs he had been brought u]) in, and havt; 
substituted for it a tissiu' and jargon of incoinprehen 
sibilities, which have never any eft'ect for good in the 
savage convert. 'Fhe neviT-ending farrago of apparent 
impossibilities . and contradictions, and the curious string 

of supposed-to-be- j)i()iis expressions and war cries — siu'h 

\ 

as we behold over the Salvation Army’s cstablishiiRnl 
in Oxford Stret^t — carry not tJie sligJit(;st meaning to him ; 
he becomes impresseil with the idea that the. white man’s 
religion is some kind ol masonry — a craft whereby 
he ma)' become enabled to overri'ach and outwit his 
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fellow men. These native converts are always distrusted. 
In the East, as in the West, no officer ever takes a 
Christianised native as a servant. At Cape Palmas, which 
was the great missionary ('stablishment on the West 
Coast, the natives were all Christians, and so bad, that 
even slavers avoided the district. There was once a 
heathen but observant Chinee who remarked, “ Where- 
ever Christianity gets a footing, cither annihilation or 
bondage awaits the people— alternatives to which wi^ 
])oor heathen have decided objections.” 

As may be supposed, for the olficcrs of a West India 
regiment, life on the Coast is rathiT a dreary monotony, 
with an incc'ssant struggle against the vile climate, 
varied occasi(jnally, in 1864, by the rumours conmicted 
with the bogus war with Ashanti. There is very little 
crime among the soldiers of a West India regiment. 
'They are paid (or were) three times a inonih, and hand 
the whole of their inoniiy to their “mammies,” as they 
call their female belongings ; these women are, to all 
intents and purposes, their waves, and look after them, 
do their w^ashing, etc. 

A very fine young soldier had one day caught a corn- 
rade en flagrant delil wdth his Dunnorala, and, intensely 
provoked, stabbed him in the back and killed him ; the 
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man was tried by the civil power, and, as the foreman of 
the jury was an interested party— being the undertaker of 
the place, — was found guilty of murder, and sentenced to 
be hanged. The feeling throughout the regiment was 
very strongly in thi^ young fellow’s favour, and it was 
deemed advisable, on the day of (Execution, to have a 
force of 100 m(iii to keep the ground. As I was in 
command of the regiment, and the only caj)tain available 
for duty, I detailed myself to command this party. 'Fhc 
unfortunate man was marched nearly two miles to the 
place of execution, in Her Majesty’s uniform. Now, as 
ihi) man had been in the civil gaol and tried by civil 
power, this was an insult to the troops, 'rin; poor^oung 
fellow made a very soldier-like farewell to his comratles, 
and the wretched, harrowing spectacle, commenced. 'I'he 
bungling fellow, who had tin' wliole conduct of the 
business, allowed the victim to reel olf the platform with- 
out getting the benefit of the drop, and he consecpieiitly 
writhed about for a cpiarter of an hour, and tlien, whilst 
still moving, was cut down and jammed into a miserable 
box, called, by courtesy, a colli n. No magistrate or doctor 
was present ; the whole tiling was managed by the 
executioner, who then, having tlirown away his cutlass, 
bolted in fear to the bush, and was never heard of again. 
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The indignation throughout the regiment at all this 
was very great ; the officers and non-commissioned 
officers present declared that life was not extinct when 
the body was cut down. J wrote at once a private letter 
to my kind old friend, Air. Ifassalls, the chaplain, who 
had left as soon as his sad duties were over, asking him 
if he could persuade the authorities to onlcr that the 
body should be disinterred, to ascertain, by surgical 
examination, whether the man was actually dead when 
pUu'ed in the (’oflin. The chaplain, as he said, in “ the 
intc.Tcsts of humanity,” forwarded my letter to the 
Governor, who thereupon triced to induce the ofiicer 
commanding the troops to persuade me to withdraw the 
letter. This, C’olonel Conran declined to do ; however 
four Courts of Kiujuiry were ludd, with a view, prin- 
cipally, to frighUiii me into withdrawing my statements, 
and relleclions, which, of course, 1 had made. 1 declined, 
in any way, to withdraw or alter what 1 had stated. 

Several days after the execution, as it was thought 
possible that the facts might re.ach homt^, and appear in 
the London papers, it was thought advisable to conduct 
a post-mortem ; accordingly, in this tropical climate, at 
about noon one intensely hit day in August, on the 
fourth day after the execution, the absurd farce was pro- 
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ceeded with of disinterring and examining the body. In 
spite of the awful heat, and the overpowering stench, 
hundreds of people of both sexes wen* present, and a 
most extraordinary sight presented itself; the “ petrifn^d 
spectators were struck with wonder and alarm at what 
they beheld, and the women, with one accord, exclaimed 
in their quaint but expressive vernacular, “Oh! me 
Jehovah! de poor man not dead yet!” A very vigorous 
practitioner ])erformed, and displayed great muscular 
force when cutting into the neck of the corpse, which 
only confirmed the opinion of all present but himself, 
that the neck had never been dislocated, '1 heic an.‘ still to 
be seen the written opinions of all the oHicers and white 
non-commissioned ofiicers present, and they are unani- 
mous on the subject. I’he next little act in the tragi- 
comedy was to place me in arrest, by tlu‘ (lovernor’s 
directions, for declining to contradict what I had staled. 
1 remained so until my name appeared ga<;elted to a 
British regiment, when 1 was allowed to go home. Some 
little good came of all this, as an order was issiuid 
shortly afterwards, that at all colonial executions a magis- 
trate and a doctor were to be present. T i^elieve the 
(Governor came home and died in a lunatic asylum the 
following year. 
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Koffce, the Ashanti king, was, in 1874., relieved of his 
umbrella, and a successor of his. King Prempeh, has 
now been deposed from his government and taken to 
Sierra Leone, where he has developed a taste for hem- 
diciine and embroidered yellow satin trousers. 

'There is now even a railway to Kumassi, and this may 
h(dp to develop I he country. There is litthi doubt as to 
the gold to be found there ; a woman, in a morning’s 
work, could, especially after rain, obtain from the earth 
washed down from the hills, two shillings’ worth of gold, 
by means of a calabash. 

Ikfore 1 l(;ft, the ‘‘smokes” had set in. These are 
vaporous exhalations along tlu' shore ; the damp was 
extreme and everything was covered with a thick mould ; 
decay was very rapid, and even iron, having rusted, peeled 
and crumbled away rapidly. Suddenly, the harmattan wind 
would set in, when the ground — parched and dried up — 
began to crack in every dirc'ction ; trees had a blight(‘d 
appearance, leaves of books crinkled up, one’s skin 
became alhx'ted with a kind of psoriasis and peeled off 
in Hakes. But this was the healthy season ! 

It was a pleasure indeed to .start liomewards, even in 
a Royal African mail steameV It is not a very favourite 
service, and, in fact, a master of the Royal Navy, whom 
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we picked up at Sierra Leone, i!onsidered that the laws of 
delirium iremcm appeared to regulate cverylliing, especially 
the navii^alion, on board our ship. 'Fhe good gods, however, 
looked after us, and, having touched at the usual })lac’es, 
and spent Christmas Day at Bathurst on the; (iambia, we 
were speeding northwards, when, about a hundred miles 
west of Corunna, we espied, on the horizon, a large tliree- 
niaster witli her sails Happing about. We altered our 
course?, and, having approached and boarded her, found 
she was laden with timber from Newfoundland, had lost 
her rudder, and was abandoned. 4'here was not so much 
as a cat on the ship. We put a volunteer crew on bt)aril, 
who thought they could extemporize a rudder ami get 
her into Corunna. We afterwards heard, howi‘ver, that 
they had failed in their attempts, and, having rai.sed 
signals of distress, were taken on board another vessel. 
They set (ire to the derelict and destroyed her, as '^he was 
dangerous, being in the immediate liiu? of vessels. A 
few days afterwards, to our joy, we were informed one 
afternoon that wi' should .‘^ight tin? 'I'usea light o\cr the 
port bows at about 5 p.m., but instead, at about 4 p.m. 
we decried a light over the starlward bows. We were 
only out by the full breadth of St. Ceorge’s Channel, 
and were gaily running straight on to the Skelly rocks 
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on the coast of Cardiganshire ! We d/d eventually reach 
Liverpool I I have never since visited the Gold Coast 
on ptei/sure, even to imrchasc a virgin for an ounces of 
gold dust ! 
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For any lymphatic person in qiu'st of stimulus, or for 
ivj//, who hav(^ perhaps been too “long in city j)eiU,” or 
enjoying the T.ondon season, tluu'o is no finiT changi' of 
air and scene than that which you may n^vid in, a., I 
did, by taking it leisurely rv'J Liiu oln, York, Ntnveaslle, 
iSerwick, and Kdinburgh, and embarking linally at Aber- 
deen for a run in the Orkney and Shetland Islc‘s. An 
excellent steamer, the “ St. Magnus,” so called after 
ihc patron saint of Orkney, arriv(*d at daybn'ak, on the 
morning after starling, at F.erwick (pro. Lehrrwie!;), the 
capital of Shetland. The fine exhilarating air apj)i'ar(Ml 
to have spmewhat the effect of cham|)agne on the 
system, and soon renovated the eruTgies of those, whose 
slumbers, in conse(iuence of the tlancing about of a 
rather lively shij), had been more theordical than real. 
Long before it was possible to obtain any breaklast, even 
at the Orand Hotel, we were all t'Xploring in ev(Ty 

N 
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direction. One narrow flagged street runs through the 
town, and the houses on the* sea side of this street, witli 
their gables close over the water, are suggestive of the 
good old smuggling days, as cargoes could so con- 
veniently be drawn up from a boat below. 

We visited Fort Charlotte', built by Cromwell, wliiire as 
many as 1,200 men of the Royal Naval Reserve were 
regularly drilled last winter, the handsome Town Hall, 
and otlu^r public buildings, of which the most northerly 
town in Oe^at Britain is justly proud. From a point 
called the “ Knab ” is a fine view over the southern 
entrance to the Sound, which forms a very fine natural 
harbour, and also down the coast, in the dinjction of 
Sunburgh Head, described in “The Pirate.’^ 

To beguile the next day (Sunday) we took tluj steam 
ferry across to the island of Bressay, wh(*re the Marquis 
of Londonderry has his stud farm for breeding “ Shelties,’* 
as they call the little Shetland ponies. Having walked 
across the island sonu^ three miles, we were rowed across 
to the Isle of Noss, and walked up to the celebrated 
Noiq), as they call tin* fine headland of over 600 feet. 
As wc apj)roached tlie ed^e of the tremendous cliffs, 
myriads of sea birds came round us, hovering about, 
and uttering thedr cries of rage and alarm — gulls and 
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skouries, guillemots, kittiwakes, puffins, and ganiiets with 
a bark like that of a dog— all thinking we might be 
cragsmen, bent on disturbing thm’r nests. 'I'lie iwlra- 
ordinary Holm of Noss is a detached mass of ro('k, 
st^parated from Noss by an enormous chasm, across 
which a cradle used to ride to and fro on two ropes, so 
that one man at a time could cross with a sheep. On 
our return we were conductiMl by the factor ['ag(*iit) over 
the stud farm, and shown many beautiful little animals. 
The stallions an^ well -shaped, sturdy little animals 
indeed, and, as a rule, from 32 to 38 im'hes in height. 
I photographed the smallest (‘ver known - he was l-‘ss 
than 30 inches (yA hands) in height, with good ch(‘st 
and neck, a splendid mane and tail, and was a wtdl- 
iiiannered, ilocile littU* fellow. They are valued at from 
one to several hundred ])ounds. (9f course, gehlings are 
to be bought for from ten to twenty guim‘as. W' came 
across many, grazing at large on the island, srjmi* 
covered w’^lli wool several inches thick. It is nielan- 
cholv to think that these interesting animals are bred 
small so that they may work underground in the mines 
in Cumberland — a wretched tlestiny, imh*ed. 

One is most favourably impressed with th(‘ Shet- 
landers ; anyone who ap|)reciates the Norwegians will 
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like them at once. Tlie men arc fine fellows, the girls 
good-looking, and the pretty, well-behaved children, in 
T.erwick and (iV(iry where in the country round, arc a 
pleasure to see. 'I'lie people are distinctly of S('aiidi- 
uavian type, being all fair-haired ; their familiar expres- 
sions, as also their g(‘Ographical terms, are all Norse, 
such as vik (or wick), ness, strom, holm, voii (a small 
fiord), etc. 

'riuiy ari^ proud of their capital, Lerwick, which they 
consider is solely owing to their own clforls, with no 
external assistance. Fhey altogelluT resent b(ung con- 
sidered in any way Scotch, and regard the Scotch as 
foreigners, and give one to understand that they are 
tinnl of being so ptTpetually inform(*d that Hu-r-rns is 
the only poet. 

It is a very fine drive, of fourli*en inih^s to Sandwick, 
and thence across i)y sailing-boat to the island of Alousa, 
where is the curious old Pictish castle called the “ Hroch 
of .Mousa.” It is about forty feet in height, resembling, 
in shape, a dice-box. 'I'herc is a spiral staircase betweem 
its inner and outer walls, and marks showing that there 
wi^re beams across, fortnii\^ two upper stories ; it, no 
doubt, was used for storing provisions, for a look-out 
tow'er, and as a place for refugi* and defence. 
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In a few days we started for the western sidi^ of the 
islands, where is, undoubtedly, the finest rock and cliff 
scenery. Embarking in the litth' “ Karl of Zetland,’' an 
excellent sea-boat, we touched in the afternoon at tlu^ 
little island of f'ctla, celebrated for its breed of ponies. 
It appears that a landed proprietor, some years past, 
introduced a mustang among his stock, with apparently 
good results. We passed many islands and rocks, and 
siglited the outer Skcirries ; but certainly the scenery is 
tame, generally speaking, (Ui th(' eastern side. After 
passing the night in Balta Sound, off tlie northernnost 
island of Uiist, W(‘ turiu'd southwards, aftiT touchinf>‘ at 
the island of Yell, and went through Yell Sound to iIk^ 
small village of Ollaberry, where, thanks to my friend’s 
j^rescience in scmding a ti*legram, we foiimi a machim* 
(a Scotch expression for a trap) to ima't us, in whic h we 
drove nine inih^s to Hillswitk. Our fellow-tiavellers had 
much dilliculty in finding accommodation for the, night. 
At Hillswk’k we lodged, and were hospitably eiitertaim'd, 
by payment, at the housi- of a .Mr. Anderson, v\hom we 
had met at Ollaberry escorting four little “ shelties ” and 
a fine sow, with a sesijuipedalian family of fourtc'en, to 
the .show at Lerwick. 'This ornament to her sex gained 
what she dc^serverl — the first prize as a good breeder. 
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There is nothing of particular interest at Hillsvvick, 
hut near it is some fine coast scenery. The fates wrre 
ratluT against us, as it was both misty and stormy. \Vi‘ 
embarked soon after daybreak in the “St. Ninian^’ 
iiiami'd aft(‘r the patron saint of Shetland), and soon 
passed those very curious rocks, the Drougs, springing 
abruptly from the sea ; then followed a most picturcscpie 
coast-line, and then we crossed the fine broad bay of St. 
Magnus, and, after passing Papa Stour and the Skerric's, 
and many beautiful sea-scapes — none of which we could 
(‘iijoy, in consequeiK’e of rain and mist — arrived at 
Scalloway; it is the second town in Shetland, and is only 
seven miles by land from LtTwick, which tve had hd’t two 
days before. 

Scallow’ay is noti'd for its old castle, built by Karl 
Patrick Stewart, who was the terror of his day. Outsidi' 
the highest remaining part of the cornice may be seen 
the iron ring from wdiich lie used to hang his prisoners; 
this monster was executed at last for high treason. Hi* 
had hidden from the officers stnit to appnduuid him, in 
a niche in one of the turrets, but as our cicerone e\- 
plaiiK'd, his pipe, of which ^he was so fond, betrayed 
him — its smoke indicating his hiding-place. It is all 
wild moorland around, with peat everywhen*, which the 
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people are allowed to cut gratis, and nothing else is 
burnt by thein; this is the rase throughout Orkney and 
Shetland. The absence of tr(‘cs cviirywhere is very strik- 
ing, and is accounted for in various ways. Firstly, the 
sea air is against them, and then' is no spot in the 
whole of Sh(‘tland which is more than thn'e miles from 
th(' sea. However, the trunks of sycamore, firs, etc., 
found in the peat, i)rove that there were tn'cs formerly. 
A sounder reason for the absence of tn'es s(‘ems to be, 
that, in consequence of tin* mildness of the winttT — the 
islands deriving the full benelit of th(‘ gn^at (iulf Stream — 
the trees which hav(j bet‘n tried thi.'n^ are constantly 
shooting, when th(^ young shoots an; nipped by sonu* 
northern or eastern blasts ; there arc a very lew slu^ltered 
nooks, parti('ularly round the f'^arl’s Palaci; at Kirkwall 
(the capital of Orkney^ where several trees succetal in 
the struggle for existence. Alter a rough night at s(‘a, 
we reached Stromness, in Pomona, as the j)rincipal island 
in the Orkney group is called ; Stromness is the second 

V ’ 

town in importance, and is the most interesting centre 
for understanding and visiting the wonders of Orcadia 
A few mih'S olT is Stenness T.och, celebrated for its ex- 
cellent trout fishing; in a cast' at the hotel is the finest 
trout ever caught there, weighing 2() lbs., 1 yard 2 incht's 
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in length, and 2 feet round the girth. The lake has a 
communication with the sea, so that I suppose the lish 
caught there would be considered sea trout. A mile or 
two from the excellent hotel near the lake, is the Stone- 
henge of the North, known as the “Standing Stones”; 
it is a circle of gigantic monoliths, is 120 yards in 
diameter, and surrounded by a trench ; many other huge 
stones are standing in th(^ neighbourhood. A mile from 
the lake, in the Kirkwall direition, is the wonderful 
Maes Ilowe, a large chambered cairn. Its exterior 
resembles a mere mound, but, after entering and passing 
a long passage, I was at once reminded of the celi‘- 
brated bee-hive tombs of (inu'ce, [)articiilarly of the one 
known as the IVeasury of Atreus, at Alykcmce. The 
stones of which it is built — many of them enormous slabs 
— are placed like ihom' in the galleries of Tiryns, each 
one overlapping the one beneath, and thus the four sides 
approach towards tlu^ top. It is built to last fpr 
thousands of years. On the walls an* more than 
<)00 runic characUirs, in excellent preservation ; also a 
dragon, formed like that in the arms of Queen Kliza- 
beth, and likewise a serpent twined round a pole — both 
supposed to be pagan emblems belonging to the original 
decorations of the tomb. In the walls were four 
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recesses, in wliich the dead were probably placed. 'Fhe 
whole buildiiyq^ is thoiii^dit to have been a tomb for some' 
Nor\vi?gian farl, or Chief, and his family. It is private 
property, and is well looked after. It was here that 
Cdeveland and part of his crc'w were captured . see “ 'The 
Pirate ”). 

'flu' island of Hoy is m*ar hen*, and c)iily separated 
from Pomc^na by a narrow strait; in Hoy was llu* c(*le- 
hrated “ Dwarfu^ Slone” d(?scribed by Norna. 

It is a fine walk to a grand headland near Stromm'ss, 
calk'd the “ Black Craig,” ('ommanding an extensive vb^w 
of the country, aiul : — 

“ . . . . where, far heK>\v 

Tlie everlasting waters llovv, 

Aiul, roiiiui the preeipiees vast, 

Paiiee to the music of the l>last.” 

Sir Walter look the idea of Norna (d' the Kiiiul Head 
from an ehU;rly crone, who lived in a cottage at StromiK'ss, 
and made a small income by “ selling' lavoiirabli' winds 

V 

to cnidulons skipj)ers.” Her little plan was, lor a charge 
of about two shillings, to present the Irusttul mariner 
who came to consult her with a small piece ot string 
with three kinds in it. If be did not .get the wind he 
retjiiireil during the first day he was to untie a knot, and 
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if it \v(irc not favourable the next day, a second knot, and 
so on. This artifice nursed the confiding skipper along, 
till lu5 was at a safe distance from her! 

1 stayed for five days exploring Slromness and its most 
interesting neighbourhood, and then took a little steamer 
to Scapa, a couple of miles from Kirkwall, the capital. 
The fine old Norman cathc'dral, of course, is the lion of 
Kirkwall. It contains some (juaint monuments of Eliza- 
bethan date, one with a well-preserved inscription : — 
""Here lies ane honest ^entlemanU 'rhere is also shoun a 
ladder which was used at executions, and it was (‘xplaincMl 
that on the last occasion of it being soused they had hanged 
an innocent man, wlierefon* the community desired that 
the ladder might be kept cv(*r after in the cathedral, by 
way of atoning for the error, Hk; KaiiVs palace is a 
most picliiresqiK* ruin, with a fine banqueting hall, in 
which Jack Hiince had an interview with Cleveland 
thi' Pirate. 

At the 'rown Hall, wh('re is the Masonic Lodge, I was 
sliewn a v(‘ry old and curious masonic sctoII on canvas, 
about sixteen feet in length and five feet wide. 'The 
Deity was represented at the head, pictures from the 
leg(‘nd of the CTc'ation, Eve in the (harden of Kdim, but 
no Adam shewn, Tvhich appeared an omission that no 
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mason could account for) ; the jewels of the different 
orders were at tin; foot of the scroll. It is regarded at 
Kirkwall as a valuable curiosity. 

It is a very (luiet and peaceful old town, wIutc, I 
fancy, the traveller would rather remain for two days 
than a month. But, if he will take the trouhh^ to ascend 
the hill, he will be rewardcul by a most magnificent 
panoramic view, over the best j)art of tht^ ( )rkney group, 
and over Portland Firth to Caithness. 

.Aly journey, so far, had been very enjoyable, so much 
so that I wished for inons and, having seen a not m i' 
that the well-known steam<‘r, the St. Simniva,” was to 
start from Lidth, touching at Aberdeen, for a week’s 
cruise, find to visit, expressly, two rfirely visited and 
litth' known islfinds, viz., Ffiir Island and f'oula, 1 leit 
Kirkwall, and, after a most delightful run of eleven 
hours, ri'achcd Aberdeim. 

^■\s the “granite city” is not to my taste, I wi'iit 
str.'iight a^M'iy up to Braemar, and wfiited there threi' days. 
On August zylh I embarked in tlie “Si. Sunnivfi.” it was 
a s])lendid night, but as wii cfirried no cargo, ihi' slight 
swell made the good ship roll consumt'dly fill the wfiy. 
At about nine a.m., we were off h'aii Island, which lit's 
fibout midway between tin* ( Irkney and Shetland groups ; 
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thore was a considerable sea on, and we waited near the 

entraiHH^ to the South Bay. After a while, a boiit, with 

four sturdy islanders, came of!*, and advised us to go 

round to the North Bay, as a projecting headland there 
affordc'd some* shelter. We did so, and anchored. It 
was a perfect morning; fine rugged cliffs, with some* 
verv d(‘t‘j) cav(‘S, on the one sidt\ and a majestic craig 
of 700 feet on the other, were the surroundings. About 
thirty t)f us soon landed on the bi^ach and commenc(id 
an lioiir’s walk across the island. It is very hilly and 
barren, but small crops of standing corn wenj to bi‘ sccui. 
I saw about twenty poni(‘S and some rough-looking 
sliei‘p, not ccpial to the [)retty shec'p of Sludlanil. 

Women, mostly with very fair hair and light bliu‘ (‘yi‘s, 
and not shewing any traces of any Spanish intermixture, 
carnet out, offering for sale their bright-coloured hosiery, 
of patterns which they wert' taught by the Spanish cri'w 
of " 1^1 (iran (Irifon,” the ship of the Spanish Armada, 
which was wrecked hire in 158S. An old man ( arne out 
to talk to me. 1 asked him if he knew whereabouts 
the Spaiiisli ship was wrecked. lie answ'ered tliat it was 
somewhere in the South ^l^ay, but “ it Iiappened before 
his time, and he didn’t i-xactly know.” TTi' told me his 
age was siwiuity-seven, and, it was a source of grief to 
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him that he had not been horn one year sooner, as then 
“ lie would have been of the same age as our good 
Queen.” He had never left tin; island, and never had 
an illness. A woman who had seen nu' taking a snap- 
sliot of a rock with my kodak, askcnl me if I would 
photograph three small boss of hers. 1 said 1 would, 
if some girls standing n(‘ar would join the group. 'I'hey 
said: “Jhit we must go in and dress us*'; this tliev did 
in about thn‘(! minutes. 1 toc^k the whole paity round 
to lh(‘ sunny side of a crofter’s cottage, when a man, 
the father of the boys, cann* out and joined the grou[), 
of whi('h 1 took a ])hotograj)h. 'Tlu* man gav(‘ nu* his 
name and address, and 1 promised to scuul him a copy. 
A wee^k after this, at Sc'arborongh, 1 was residing the 
Vorkshire Post, in whie h was the aicount of a tiurihie* 
boat fatality oil hair Island, and the f»nly man whosii 
iiami' was given, as being lost, afti'r two days and nights 
fearful i*xposiire c'lt sea, w£is Alexander luinsen, ol Siack- 
houll, the^ very man whom I had photographed in the 
group. 

'lalking with .some fine slurdy-looking men near the 
lighlliousc, I asked if tlu‘re Wtis a doctor in tin* island. 
They answered : — “ No, then: is no need for a tloclor 
here.” I suggested that “it is far hetti'i* to die a natural 
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death.” 'They said “Yes,” and laughed, as though they 
quite enjoyed that fine old chestnut. 

I'he litth‘ island is only three miles by two in size, 
with about 250 inhabitants, who pray “ for Fair Isle, and 
the neighbouring islands of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and also the adjacent groups.” We were pleased with 
our afternoon cm shore, and a lady and T carried off 
their lettcTs for them, and posU^d them that eviuiing at 
Scalloway. A sloop from T.erwick every two or tbn‘e 
weeks, in fair weather, is the only regular ('ommunication 
with fair Island. 

A couple of hours north wanls brought us to within 
sight of Sunburgh Head, the sc(‘n(‘ of the wreck of 
Cleveland’s ship, and his rescue by Mordaunt. Next 
we passt'd very close to tlie Fitful Tli'ad, soinewliat inon* 
than 900 feet in height, and tried to imagine Minna and 
Brenda with their father, toiling u]) to Noma’s dwelling, 
near the summit, and could hear the — 

“Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

Dweller of the Fitful Head.” 

Thanks to our kind and courteous captain, we wen' 
allowed to slacktm speed when in view of any beautiful 
scenery. Always my favourite station is up in the bows 
of the ship, whence one can see around, and best admire 
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without interruption. 1 watched, one afternoon, a lim- of 
birds, about a (juarter of a mile in lon.i^lh, with perhaps 
two fathoms between each bird. Tliev were advancini^ 
in line and ilressing acciirabdy by their centre ; siiddcmly, 
just as we were approaching, the wliole line dived 
together, at, I am convincc^d, some given signal. It was 
most curious to obs(irve the cormorants seat(?d in lumdrcds 
on a stack or outlying rock, gorged and indisposed to mov(\ 
and always o?ie gull on a prominent j)oint of the rock, 
doing sentry-go for them ; they r(‘ward him for his 
services by giving hitri some choice dainty little. Crus- 
tacea, which he, not being a divi.T, cannot find for 
himself. 'Fhe captains of several vessels told me that 
the gull, acting as sentinel for the cormorants, is invari- 
ably the rule up iiere. One day T had bemi watehiiig for 
soiru? ten minutes a dolphin, with her baby by her side, 
kee])ing exat’tly in line with the prow of tlu‘ sl<‘am<ir, 
and, suddenly, I saw her latch her infant rouml the 
waist with^ her lin, and divi' fatlioms deej). Of course, 
wc were told of the astounding feats of the griiat 
northern divtjr, which will carry and hatch its eggs under 
its wing, and which has been even seen to lay an egg in 
the sea, and then dive and catcli it before it rc'aclies the 
bottom. 
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After passing the entrances to countless voes and fine 
headlands and stacks, with myriads of sea-birds revelling 
in thfcir freedom and absence of annoyance, wet anchored 
for the night and next day (Sunday) at Scalloway, and 
t^arly next day went round by th(‘ iwer-varying and 
})iclur(^sque coast, as far as Wafs Ness, and, then away 
over th(^ wav(?s of the Atlantic, for the island of Foula, 
supposed by some to be the “ Thule’'' of Tacitus ; it was 
rough, and tlu' surf on lh(‘ shore soon shewed us that it 
would have Inien impossible to land, but we were able 
to sei^ the (locks fei'ding on the fictile plains, with, 
here and there, litlU* crofts and cottages; on the west 
side th(‘ peaks and cliffs are indeed grand — th(‘ higlufst is 
the Skeug, — and many are unaware that in (ireat Hritain 
th('re ar(^ dills perjicmdicular from the sea, of 1370 ft.; 
the strai ideation is most remarkable, and here and there 
the curious old lichen can be seen ; tlu; myriads of sea- 
fowl almost darkened tin* air, as, disturbed and frighteped 
by our fog-horn, which was often sounded to jiroduce 
the most marvellous echoes, they came forth, uttering 
th(nr wild cries of rage and alarm. Hunting for tlie 
eggs of these birds an^id th(*se fearful precipiccjs and 
crags, must be a risky lunployment. The inhabitants ar(^ 
very daring, and Avheii a man was asked whether it could 
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be worth . while to venture over these elilTs in (juest 
of eggs, he answered: “ Ma giitcher i grandfather - went 
over da Skeiig, and ma faither followed, and may he I’ll 
ging too.” Wo loitered for an lioiir or two, admiring the 
fine, bold, clilT scenery, and then roimdeil the island, and 
in a fi'w hours, were off Papa Stour Island, with its 
enormous caves, tlie finest in Britain, and many very 
wonderful rocks, some in tin* form of areln's and others 
most weird and grotescitu:. Close to Papa Stour is the 
]\IaideiPs Rock, on which a daughter of a King of 
Norway, according to tlie old Udaller in the “ Pirat(‘,” 
was shut up, to keep her from h»‘r lovi‘rs, hut, “all to 
little j)urpose,” he says, “ for, maidens, I would have you 
to wot, that it is hard to keep lla\ from tin* lowe ” 

' !<nvc, flame)- e were very pleased, this evc'niiig, u) 

dine in smooth water at llillswirk, as w(* had been 
tosseal about all day on the open Atlantic, with a good 
^outh-west bree/(; blowing. In tin* (‘vening we proceeded 
northwards, along very wild and romaiui<' coast scenery. 
During the niglit the wind vi-en‘d round U) the .south- 
east, and at about S a.m. we louiul ourselves at (Jlst, on 
the west side of the north point of the fertile island of 
Unst, where is a rock jutting out norlliwards, which, s(‘en 
tn profile, resembles a line sj)]iiiix. I pointed this 
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sphinx out to several on board ; it indicates the lofty 
reef a little further north, on the extreme rock of which 
is the Flugga Lighthouse, the most northerly spot in 
His Majesty’s European dominions. There seemed a 
sj)ecial charm about this grand, wild locality. \V(' 
lingered for a few Iiours, and, having rounded the 
Flugga, the “ St. Sunniva” showed the power of her 
engines, and bounded over the huge rollers of the 
Northern Ocean. We soon passed Harold’s Wick, when; 
King Harald Haarfage land(‘d to ('on(|uer tlicse islamh 
in 872. 'riicit night and next day we remained at 
Lerwick, and two days aftcTwards wt‘re at Leitli. 
It had l)(*en a most (‘iijoyable trip, and gave oppor- 
tiiiiities of observing the ways of innumerable sea-birds 
and creatures of the deep, which abound in endh‘ss 
variety amidst the fine rock scemery w(' had bec‘n 
admiring. In reading such a chapter in the great l/^'fd' 
of Nailin ' — the onlv real book of Revelations— one feels 
that one is educating oneself to realize that there, is 
a Soul in the Beautiful, and, by listening intently, to 
hear that exquisite 

“Voice, whose lire ;icceiits 
In harnlonit ^swell 
Thro’ the dej,'^ of the ocean 
The curves . a shell ” 
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“ To the oeeiin a^aiii I lly 

And those northern climes that lie, 

Where day 119 ver sluits his eye." 

There’s naiij;lit to cure doldrums or mental dyspepsia 
Like chanjje, with ozone from the health-i^iving brine; 

Then away with all worries, anxieties, troubles, 

And start for the North - it’s the best anodyne. 

Now, hey for the land of the grouse and the ryper. 

The ydkul, the geyser,- the lava, the snow ; 

Where the tourist, geologist, angler, and loafer, 

Find guides and good ponies most willing to go. 

In the tight little “ Laura," with captain so trusty. 

We bound o’er the billow and laugh at the gale; 

Ciermans, Danes and Italians, Australians and ihitons, 
All bound for the regions of walrus and whale. 

Orkney, Shetland, Fair Island, and h’oula we welcome ; 

' The Faroes, with Thorshavn, one rainy d;!y ; 

The \T*s\mannas, then snowy Hekla we glance at, 

And find ourselves .safe in old Reykjavik s bay. 


1\X1*KRIKNCE having shown me that Uhtc is nothing 
finer for body and min lan an autumn cruist^ in 
northern waters — tlic Jiii cr nortli the betUT-I next 
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year embarked at Leith in the good ship “Laura” (from 
C'openliagen) for Iceland. On the morning after starting, 
we were passing between the Orkney and vSlietland 
Islands, and very near Fair Island, in a direction nearly 
N.W. The sea was rough, as half a gait' had bt'en 
blowing, and tremendous rollers caught us on the port 
bows. This lasted all day and night. At noon next day 
we sighted the Faroe Islands. The ntiarest, and one of 
the largest, Sudertie, as seen from the south, reminded 
me — in form only— of Oapri. 'Fhe islands are twenty-two 
in numbtir, and seventeen are inhabited. They take thtdr 
name from faar (tht^ Norse word for sheep). On the 
cliffs of an island we passt^d, were gulls, cormorants, 
skuas, kittiwakes, auks, guillemots, piiflins, (Me., sitting in 
rows, as though a conference wen.‘ being lield on some 
important matter. 

Thorshavn, the capital, a thriving little town, well 
situated in a fine harbour, called afu^r the good 'god 
'J'hor, j)Ossesstis a fort, the guns of which, dismounted, 
lie idly on the grass, and the few soldiers liavt' not 
much more to do. Four Englishmen came on board 
here. They had bet^i shooting and fishing, and, a 
month bt'fore, had witnes.sed that extraordinary rush 
ashore of 1,600 whales. It wjis in a fjord in which was 
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a .^:ra(lllally shclvino: boacli ; a school of wlialcs liavin.i,^ 
cntcrcil iho fjord, ihc. signals were given and a lunnht'r 
of men arrived. One wliah' on Ixdng liarpoomal made 
at once for the shons and tlie rcMnainder followi-d, so 
that by the next morning i,boo wliales w»*n^ stranded. 
They liendn', I suppose, displayed an eUanentary instiiu't 
derived from their v(;rv remote^ ])rogenilors. I am told 
that if a whah; is wounded, the others will never leave 
it. Nothhig could be done with this enormous number, 
and thi‘y could not be sold at i krone; . is. lAd.) apit;i'e, 
as there were no means of removing tlumi ; so tluiy 
liutrified, and caused an odour which will hr remtanben d 
in that island, as all the stenches in Mahbo/s^-u combined 
could not hav(' surpassed it. 

The men (d' tin; Fanies are very tiiu‘ felKnvs, of iriu' 
old Norse tyjie, with light greyish-blue e}es and fair 
hair. They are renowned as boatm(;n. My attention 
was called to a singular habit they have of bn'aking 
Irom a walk into a run without any appanuit cause*. 
These islands are purely volcanic, and almost all of that 
peculiar step or terraci; - like formation characteristic of 
trap rock. 'The scenery is pi(*luresi|ue and bold. 

After leaving the Fan'k^s we did much westing in our 
250 miles to the Vestmanna Islands, lying vS.K. of 
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Iceland. W'e had to dischari;e a cargo at th(^ cliief 
town, hut in conse(jU(^nct^ of the hc^avy surf, the only 
cargo-boat on shore had to he carricul across country to 
the sheltennl side. The men of these islands are fimi 
boatmen. They wi'n* ])eopU‘d by some Irish originally, 
hence their namci, as the inliabitants of Krin are always 
('ailed Westinen. 'I'hese islands are barren in the ex- 
treme ; line bold rocks, mostly of trap rock formation, 
give lh(un but a sombn' and weird app{‘arance. 

Our course now lay along the coast of Iceland, and 
.soon we saw the snow-clad Hekla in tlu' distances but 
generally sp(*aking it was hazy, and we had yet to hope 
for the clear, bright atmosphere not to be surj)ass(‘(l in 
sunny Italy. Th(* folhjwing morning wi* were in harbour 
at Reykjavik, the cajhtal. What first caught my eye was 
the curious {)yramidal mountain of Vililsfel, 2,079 feet 
high, and ap])arently springing from a plain, a h'w mill's 
in rear of the town. It nmiinded me forcibly of*the 
pyramid of Cheops, and inori^ so, afUTwards, at a closer 
inspection, as — being of basaltic tra]) formation — the hori- 
zontal Ia\'ers of trap giv(‘ the idea of steps. Thi^ town is 
clean and ordi'rly enoiigfc, so talso are th(i peo])le, and there 
is but one policeman for the whole of Icidand, which is 
one-third or 7,000 square miles larger than Ireland. In 
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the sqiuire is a statue of Thorwaldson, who was the son 
of a carver of Reykjavik. In the church close by is a 
font of most cxciuisite classical work by Thorwahisen. 
The Bank, a handsome building, has just been completed. 
In the Museum we saw the first Icelandic Bible, dated 
1584, ill very good type, also many ecclesiastical relics of 
the sixteenth century. Noticeable also is an old reredos, 
in one segment of which is represented the resurrection 
of Christ. He is stepping forth from the sepulchre on 
to the body of a Roman soldier asleep. The vitv old 
jew(dlcry and embroidery arc of the same pattern as 
worn by the women of the present day, as thi*y are a 
very consc'rvative peoph' in most matUTs. In llu‘ Parlia- 
ment House we were shown the room of Olaf Sigurrseii, 
the great patriot. 

Having found that Parliami'iit, which meets biennially 
only, was to sit next day, I was present in thi^ gallery. 
If was the last sitting, and rather a stormy debate was 
held. There is much dissatisfaction, it semns, in Iceland, 
just now, as certainly Demiiark do(\s very little for it, but 
wants all it can get. Krom what I saw of the Icelanders 
they seem to be a well-conducted, law-abiding people, 
l)erhaps rather heavy and slow in their ideas. One is 
often surprised at finding them so well-informed. I hey 
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read, and, apparently, like books requiring some thought. 
'Finn have translations of Shak(?speare, Milton, Byron, 
and of Pope’s “ Kssay on Man.” They think nuu'h of 
their native epics the “ Sagas,” in which they are well- 
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v(irsed. I'liey seem ralh(‘r silent in comj)anv, hut, as 
iliev liave ik; ohjec'tion, in common witJi most Jiorlherii 
nations, to drinking whiskey, they become convivial under 
its benign inlluence. T^ev are ])roud of their antiquity, 
and one of tlu'ir sayings is, “ Jkddre Denmark rra.w ue 
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Our steamer was to depart in five days’ time for the 
round of the island, being a cargo boat, so I determined 
on visiting 'riiingvidlir, the most interesting place in the 
island, as there, the (the old Icclandii* Parliament) 

assembled for between (dght and nine hundn‘d years. It 
is thirty- four mih's in the interior, so, having found a 
guide ami threi* jionies, I rode through the most barren 
and waste country I ever saw. just out of the town is 
a large Ic'pers’ liospital, then some hot springs from which 
Reykjavik takes its name; the whole country seems volcanic 
and a wilderness of lava, cones, and cratiirs ; here and 
there is c'l str(\'im with patches of grass, and there are 
small farms where one can always obtain a gootl cuj) of 
coffee, which is greatly drunk in the island. I crossed 
a viist lava track, in crossing which, some years ago, a 
partv of eighteen people were lost in tht‘ snow ; they 
hav(; now placed piles of stones to indicate the way. 
The ponies are most docile and willing little animals, but 
T found the guide’s conversation rather wearisome, as he 
se*emed to have slightly confused ideas of distance and 
time. He talked of an English yacht which was one 
mile in length, and, half an hour with him, nicaiil two hours. 

After going for four hours, the scenery improved, and 
we reached a point from which the bright blue ot the 
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lake of 'rhingvollir, the largest in Iceland, appeared like 
a gem sparkling below. The guidi' says, “ One hour to 
'riiingvellir,” which proved to be three. A steady descent, 
keeping the beautiful lake in vi(nv, brought us to a steep 
gorge — dark, sombre, and, as an Italian lady passimger after- 
wards remarked, heJT onido. This led to the extraordinary 
subsided plain of 'rhingvcdlir, of some sixty square miles. 
This plain is traversed by enormous clefts, of unfathom- 
able d(‘plhs in some parts, running parallel to the high 
perpcmdicular cliffs on each sidi‘ of the subsidence ; 
these clefts have water in them, and, between two of them is 
a mound, now covc'red with grass, on which th(" old 
Althing, or Parliament of Ictdand, assembled for nine 
hundred years ; on one side of the mouiul the chasm 
narrows to about sixtemi feet, with perpendicular sidc^s 
and a drop of some eighty feet to thi^ water. .My guide, 
equal to the occasion, informed me that every .M.P. had 
to jump this chasm to get to his st‘at ! 'Phis must have 
been, if M.P.’s were as they are now, a sight most 
pleasing to tlu^ multitudes who asscunbled round, and to 
the good gods, 'Phor and Wodon, looking on fnun above ; 
I heard a different version of the story afterwards. It is a 
wild, weird piece of country, entirely volcanic. There is 
a fine foss (waterfall) near, and, the river into which it 
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falls, runs into the lake, which is very picturesque, with somt; 
volcanic islands. There are the remains of some primi- 
tive dwellings in the neighbourhood. I stayed two nights 
at the V^JiIholl (Valhalla) Hotel, in which the bedrooms, 
resembling cabins, arc arranged as on board ship, with 
one berth above the other. 'I’his was a happy inspiration 
of some builder who had been a child of the ocean, 
with a view to economising space, so as to allow of the 
salle-^-manger being as large as possible. It was around 
the mound (the Mount of Laws) above described, that th(‘ 
scene at the opening of “The Bondman” took place. 

At Reykjavik, as arranged, we started for the trip round 
Iceland, and the steamer was rather -crowded, as we had 
to carry about twenty M.P.'s to their rtispectivo hoim^s. 
It was a fine clear (‘veiling wh(m we left, with Snaefell’s 

yokul seventy-five miles ahead; but, so clear was the 

atmosphere, that it did not appear to be nion^ than half 

that distance. It is about 4,600 feet in height, and its 

wondrous snow- fields looked well, as we passed it bv 

V 

moonlight. In Lock’s Guide, lie quotes Lord (iarvagh, 
speaking of his attempt to ascend Snaefell’s yokul ; his 
lordship says that his guide could not stand the extreme 
rarefaction of the air, but was “bleeding at the nose and 
ears.” Is the rarefaction of the air in Iceland at 4,000 
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square miles, and the snow-line is hut 2,000 feet above. 
'I 'he laryrest is tlie Viitna wliich covers an area of 

4,000 sciLiare miles, which is larger than Dc'vonshire. Its 
highest, Orcefa, reaches 6,500 feet, and is the higdiest 
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mountain in Iceland. Near it lire lava streams 50 miles 
long, and 12 to 15 miles in breadth, and 600 feet deep. 
In 1783, in the eruption ol Skaptar Jdkull, the mass of 
lava thrown up was greater in bulk than Mont Blanc, 
and the ashes fell in the Shetland Isles, causing the 
people to think it was black snow. 

Wi‘ arrived the following morning at Strikkisholm. a 
small town of no great iTn|)ortance, s‘helti*red by a fine 
basaltic n^ck, and on the south side of the Bndd Fjord, 
which we afterwards crossed to Flatey Island, om^ of a 
perfect archipelago. The captain told me that the 
magn(‘ti(' variation in these seas is great, averaging 3^ 
points, and that when a vessel is in water of less than 
30 fathoms, tlu! needle is always aftectc'd. When the 
needle is |)ointing north, the true north is indicated by 
north-east. The littU' Island of Flatey is of liistoric 
importance’. It \va.s from here that thi’ vessels started 
which conveyed the j)re-ToIuinbian dis('(>v(;rer of Ainc’rica. 
It was Ffic the Red of Icelantl, who, in 1003, discovered 
(jreenland, which he thus nami’d to induce others to 
j)rocccd tlu’re. Leifer Eric, his son, soon afu’r discovered 
Newfoundland. 'Flu! oldest Icelandic manuscript, which 
recorded the.se facts, was kept lu’re until a lew yc’ars 
past, when it was sent to the ^Museum at Copenhagen. 
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Wh(‘n (’oliiml)iis visited Iceland in 1+57, did he hoar of 
th(‘so dis<:overi('s, made 400 years b(*fore, and draw the 
conclusion lliat the continiuit exUnided far south ? 

For several days we continued visiting^ small towns in 
the fjords of tlie north-west. In oiui of these, th(i 



A WIIALK OF 75 FFFT IN LE.S'CTII CAl (iMT IN 
NOKTII OF ICKI.ANI). 

Oiiundafjord, is a whaU' fishery, where 215 whales had 
bec'u broii^dit during the past summer. We saw one of 
about 50 feet in length bi*iiig brought in laslied to the 
side of the whaling vessel. On shore we saw one of 
75 ft'et long which liad just been landed; its skin, about 
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four inches in tliickness, was biMni^ peeled o(T it from 
head to tail, in lar^^c strips of four fei‘t wide, which 
were wound olV it by an engine. Tons of the ll(‘sh were 
cut 0IT, some for food, and more for manure', as whali‘'s 
flesh is not very nutritious. 1 bought one of tin? (;yt‘s, 
and cut out the crystalline lens, which sparkled liki' a 
beautiful gt'in, and preserv(‘d it in spirits of wine. About 
20 tons of oil would be obtaitieil from the blubb('r of 
this animal, which was worth about 

Next day, we rounded the Horn, the North Ca[)i* of 
Iceland. It was at three a.m. that I was on d(‘ck iu s(‘(‘ 
tlie fine bold headland, which is just south of thi' Arctic 
circle, and, certainly, it was a change of air from the 
stuffiness of T.oiidon in August. We thema' had a fine 
run across a splendid Ijonl, keeping tin* vast snow-fields 
of tlie Dranga Jdkull all day in view, to Skagi'strand, 
and, in the evening, anchored at a small towc. in the 
Skagafjord. As we were rounding a point befon' anchor- 
ing, we >^iw ; — 

“ Tlie clouds in gnindeur breaking, 

In the rielilx criiiisoned wosi.” 

and, a couple ol' hours altcrw.'irds, tJio.si* wfuidcrhil lights 
of the north. The sky from west to north was oiu' 
broad belt of gold, — the three rocky isUds lying Jicross 
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the mouth of the fjord, a})pearing like black diamonds 
set ihcrc'in. At the same time, from behind a high 
cliff to the west, pr()(:et‘d(‘d beautiful violet and blue 
shades from the afterglow. Abovi‘ was a bright silvery 
bow, th(i centre of which 1 remarked was considi rably 
west of north ; if the* glori<uis god of the silver bow 
and golden hair had Ix^en looking aftiT us, indeed, there 
could not havi‘ be<ui a finiT sci‘iK‘ of splendour in the 
heavens. 'I'lie dancing sisiers, thosi' wondrous lights, 
which, much fartluT north, viz., at 'IVomsu (in Xorway), 
dart from the horizon to the zcfiiitli, were not prestuU 
in this aurora. 'Thert* art^ at the present moment some; 
savants from L)(*nmark, observing the aurora horeatis in the 
north of Iceland, and they an; endeavouring to verify tlieir 
latest idi‘a on tlui subject, viz., that thesis lights are 
related to the Rbntgcm rays. 

Tht^ next day, we entered the I^yafjord, at th(‘ far 
end of which is Akureyri, the second town in Iceland. 
Hito, positively, we saw four mountain-ash trees, and 
they api)eared to us as remarkable as four liorscis would 
on th(‘ Piazza di San IVIarco. 'riiey waTi; tlu^ first we 
had semi since leaving bon^iie Scotland. On the follow 
ing morning, aftt*r rounding a liiuj point, we sighted 
(irimsey Island, some thirty-five miles to the m^rth, 




GlI-I-KOSS. 
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where so much of the scene of “ 1 ’he Bondman” is 
laid, and, for all that day, we were in the Arctic t ircdc. 
We dropped anchor in the beautiful Seydisfjord. Our 
next and last nii»-ht was spemt in the Kskefjord, near 
which is the mine of Iceland spar, of whii h we brought 
away fine specimens. We left at 3.30 a.m., homewards 
bound. I came on deck at about 6, to enjoy the “ wild 
freshness of morning.” We had left the fjord and were 
cankering along gaily towards the south-east, about ten 
mill's from land. d'he sun had risen gloriously bright, 
and the east coast of Iceland was bathed in splendour. 
The atmosphere was as clear as it ever is in the J.i'vant, 
and the cones and snow-fields of the volcanic island 
stood out boldly. I'o the south-west, my eyes wrre 
gladdened by a magnificent view of One la, the highest 
point of the Vatna Jiikull (the largest glacier in Kiirope, 
covering 4,000 sijuare miles, — as large as Devonshire). 
J'he scene was extremely grand, but soon a hazti came 
over, aiuU at 7 a.m. or so, was my last view ol iltima 
Thule ^ a barren, ('xtremely barren, thing of beauty. 

Never, while recolli'ction lasts, will tin? mental photo- 
graphs of the (\\(|uisite, bold scenery ol these northern 
islands be obliterated, and I only long again to be up 
in the bows of the “ St. Sunniva,” or the “ Laura,” 
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hounding over those glorious seas, now sparkling with 
laughing ripples, and now lashed by the fury of the 
storm.” There one can cast overboard all the agonies 
and jxnty cares and worries of life, and — inhaling health 
at evi‘ry pore, and revelling in the b('autiful surround- 
ings- -become imbu(‘d with the — 

“ Spirit of loveliness ! 

Glowing, pervading 
The bright things of Nature, 

So licet iiig and fading. ' 


FINIS, 
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